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To  the  Free  Citizens,  and  Free- 
Holders,  of  the  City  of  DUB- 
LIN. 


AS  the  place  of  a  CITIZEN,  to  repre- 
fent  you  in  Parliament,  is  become  Vacant, 
by  the  Death  of  the  late,  Sir  James  So- 
merville,  Bart  ;  I  think  it,  incumbent  on  every 
Free  Man,  to  offer  his  bed  Sentiments,  on  this 
important,  I  may  fay,  critical  Occafion,  to  your 
Confideration  ♦,  therefore,  I   cannot  be  Silent. 

To    Serve  a  Brave,    free    People,    in   any 
Capacity,  is  truly  honorable  :    To  be,  freely,  re- 
turned to  ferve  fuch,   in  the  great  Represen- 
tative Body   of   the  Nation,  is, no  doubt,  a 
mod    honorable   Vocation  :  —  But   it  is  fo,  only 
to  that  Reprefentativg,  who  has  the  Virtue  toaffert 
the    RIGHTS   and    LIBERTIES    of   his 
CONSTITUENTS;  for  otherwife,  he  muft 
become  a  Reproach  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  to  them. 
But,  to  come  into  Parliament,  by  any  Degree   of 
Corruption,  by  any  fort  of  Sinifter  Influence,  or  by 
any  other  means,  than  a  fair,      Popular,  a    true, 
Election,  will,  1  hope,  ever  be  deemed  below  the 
Dignity  of  a   CITIZEN   of  Dublin,  as  it  muft 
be  an  indelliable  Difgrace  to  any  Man  :  Corruption 
and   Venality  in  Elections,  being  the  great,  I  had 
almoft  faid,  the  only,   Inlet,  by   which  Court-De- 
pendenceand  Slavery,  which  muft  end  in  Tyranny,  can 
have  accefs,   to  the  Subverfion   of  our  civil  Con- 
llitution. 

It  has  pleafed  Providence,  fo  far  to  infatuate,  or 
fruftrate  the  Attempts  of  thofe,  who  have  labored, 
with  more  Afliduity  and  Induftry,  to  over-turn, 
than  moft  have  to  Preferve,  this  Conftitution,  that 
it  is,  yet,  our  own  Faults,  if  we  do  not  retain,  and 
improve,  the  little  Portion  of  Liberty  left  us.  And 
to  our  peculiar  honor  and  Happinefs,  we  are  the 
only  Body   Corporate  in  the  Kingdom,  that  have 
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Preferved  our  I ND E P EN  D  EN C  E,  in  Elev- 
ens •,  and  confequentiy,  where  a  PASSAGE 
to  the  bigbeft  Offices  in  the  State,  is,  yet,  kept  open 
to  theloweft  Citizen.  Thefe,  MY  BRETHR  EN, 
are  great,  invaluable  Privileges !  Which,  if  once 
loflfed,  you  can  never  hope  to  regain,  and  which, 
if  duly  Husbanded,  cannot  fail  of  procuring,  and 
fecuring  lading  Bleflings  to  OUR  CITY,  in 
particular,  as  well  as  to  the  Nation  in  general. 

Thefe  abrupt  Hints,  if  duly  confidered,will  fhew 
you,  that  you  are  not  to  look  out  for  a  fit  Repre- 
sentative among  thefe,  alone,  who  are  moll  for- 
ward in  Supplicating  or  Bidding  for  your  Votes,  your 
Favor,  or  your  Inter  eft.  You  are  to  E  L  E  C  T,  a- 
mongyour  BRETHREN  and  FELLO  WS, 
whether  or  no  you  are  Solicitted  by  any.  You  are 
toCHUSE,  for  your  Selves,  a  CITIZEN, 
as  your  honed  and  unbiafifed  Hearts  direct.  Every 
virtuous  Member  of  your  Community,  is  bound 
by  Principle,  as  well  as  by  Law,  to  Serve  every 
Office  in  the  City,  to  which  he  is  regularly,  fairly 
called.  In  this  Senfe,  every  good  Citizen  muft  al- 
ways be  a  CANDIDATE,  for  every  Office 
you  can  confer  on  him,  from  the  loweft  in  the  City, 
to  the  bigbeft  in  the  State.  Whoever  then,  ap- 
pears, among  the  Citizens,  bell:  qualified  to  ferve 
you  •,  whoever  bed  underftands  the  National,  as 
well  as  civil  Conftitution  -,  can  bed  acertain  the 
.PREROGATIVE  of  the  PRINCE,  and 
the  RIGHTS  and  LIBERTIES  of  the 
SUBJECT,  and  who  has  the  bed,  known, 
Ability,  and  the  mod  manifed  Intention,  at  the 
Hazard  of  ail  that  he  can  enjoy  on  Earth,  to  keep 
up  thofe  Boundaries,  driclly  and  inviolably  ;  he 
of  common  Right,  demands  your  Voice,  and  from 
SUCH  A  C  IT  1Z  EN,  he  is  perjured  and 
profligate,  that  witb-holds  his  Vote,  and  much  more, 
that  Sells,  or  gives  it,  for  any  felfijh,  or  private 
Confideration,  to  another.  The  Man  chofen  on  thefe 
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Principles,  is  bound  to  exert  himfelf  in  your  Ser- 
vice, by  every  Obligation  •,  whether  Politic,  moral 
or  Religious  :  Whereas,he  who,  by  any  other  means, 
Pur  chafes  the  Voices  of  a  People,  cannot  be  called 
their  Repreientative.  For,  whatever  the  Trifles 
may  be,  which  he  barters  for  them,  the  very 
Eleclors  become  his  private  Property  ;  he  is  not 
to  be  looked  on,  as  their  Servant ;  or  Delegate  ;  he 
is  abfolutely  their  Majter  or  Owner  \  and  they  are 
not  to  be  juftly  deemed  his  Eleclors  ;  they  are  his 
Venal  Slaves  and  Proftitutes.  And,  tho'  this  be  the 
mod  illicit,  bafe,  and  deftruclive  Trade,  yet,  who 
has  a  right  to  Reproach  the  Buyer,  for  expofing  th^ 
Commodity  to  Sale,  which  he  bought,  probably,  for 
that  Purpofe  ? 

Let  not    then,    M  Y  BRETHREN,  Seeming 
Security  beget  Sloth.    Look  about  you,  and   fee,  if 
we  do  not  bear  many,  too  evident  marks  of  a  'de- 
clining,  I  might  have  laid,  an  en/laved  State  !    The 
freeft  People  are  conftantly  befet  with  fundry  imi- 
nent  dangers  of  falling  into  Slavery.   .  We   cannot, 
therefore,  be  too  vigilant,  too  active,  in  preferving 
the  Remnant  of  Freedom  left  us  :    Since   we  can 
not  be  allured,  that  this  is  not  the  very  lafl  time  we 
may  be  called  together,  as  free  Men,  to   chuje  for 
our  felves  a   Reprefentative.     Remember  you  have 
had  a  Parliament,  which  changed  your  national  Con- 
ftitution,  from  the  Original  Frame,   of    KING, 
LORDS  md  COM MO'NS,  to  the  KING, 
by   his    Vice-gerent,    Lords,    Commons   and    Privy- 
Council  of   Ireland  -,  together  with  his  Royal  Perfon 
and   Privy-Council  in  England  ?    Did  not  another, 
grant   hereditary  Revenues  to  the  Crown  ?  Did  not 
a  third  fuffer,   without    oppofition,  or  even,  mur- 
muring, the  SUPREME  COURT. of  JUDI- 
CATURE  to    be  removed  out  of  the   King- 
dom ?   And  was    it  not     propofed,     within    the 
Memory    of  mod  of  the  Citizens,   in   a   fourth, 
that    the  Subfidies    fhould    be  granted   to     the 
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Crown,  For  twenty  one  Years  ;  which  was  carried 
in  the  negative,  by  the  Jingle  Voice  of  ONE  PA- 
1 R 10 i,  who  rode  Poll  to  lave  his  Country,  and  juft 
entered  the  Houfe,  time  enough  to  give  his  Saving 
"Voice  ?--- What  has  once  happened,  may  again — 
J  could  fay  more,  but  thefe  are  enough  to  fhew 
you,  what  we  have  already  fuffered,  by  the  Corrupti- 
on or  Supinenefs  of  our  Commons,  and  what  we  are 
ftill  to  dread  from  thofe  Quarters,  and  to  prompt 
you  to  the  neceiTary  Prudence,  and  Caution,  as 
well,  as  Freedom  in  your  Choice. 

The  firft  Preparatory  to  this,  is  due  Deliberation. 
As  you  are  Freemen,  think  as  Freemen,  judge,  and 
finally,  determine,  as  Freemen. 

Your  Reprtfentative  muft  be  a  CITIZEN  \ 
confider  who  is,  and  who  is  not  a  CITIZEN. 
Not  every  Man,  who  for  Views  bed,  and  fit  only  to 
be,  known  to  himfelf,  purchafes  his  Freedom  of 
your  City,  deferves  this,  once,  great  Appellation. 
Thefe  are  the  Harpies  that  have  already  over-turn- 
ed all  the  Corporations,  in  the  Kingdom  ;  and  wifh 
for  nothing  more  than  to  reduce  yours  to  the  fame 
wretched  Level :  Who  gape  for  the  many  Places  the 
Miniftry  have  at  their  difpofal,  and  feek  for  nothing 
more,  than  to  gratify  their  fordid  Dejires,  by  fucking 
out  the  very  Vitals  of  their  Country.  Such,  MT 
BRETHREN,  cannot  feprefent  you,  nor, 
indeed  any  People  properly.  A  Trading  Cty  can 
only  be  reprefented  byaTRADESMAN,  and 
while  a  Tradesman  can  be  found,  fit  for  your  pur- 
pofe,  You  cannot,  without  an  unpardonable  Injuf- 
tice,  to  him,  to  yourfelves,  and  to  your  Country,  o- 
ver-look  him. 

There  is,  with  Grief  I  tell  it  !  one  Clafs  of  Men, 
partly,  in  Trade,  in  your  City,  that  are  utterly  un- 
fit to  reprefent  you.  I -believe  you  will  readily 
judge,  1  mean  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Had  thefe 
Creatures  of  the  Citizens  kept   within  the  Bounds 
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prefcribedthtm,  at  their  Inftitution,  by  their  Conjli* 
tuents  ;  had  they  been  ft  ill  defied  by  the  People  or 
their  Reprefentatives,  and  executed  the  Truft  and 
Powers,  in  them  repofed,  for  the  Honor  and  Lite- 
reji  of  the  Citizens,  fome  of  thefe  Men,  fuppofed  to 
have  grown  Wife  in  the  Service  of  the  City,  may 
well  be  intituled  to  your  Favor.  But  I  muft  fay, 
thathowever  amable  thefe  Men,  orany  of  them,  may, 
poffibly,  appear,  in  their  private  Capacities,  yet,  as 
Aldermen,  they  are  profejjed  Slaves  to  the  Mini/try, 
and  Tyrants  to  the  CITIZENS.  Whatever 
excufe  they  might  have  pleaded  for  their  infufferable 
Usurpations,  heretofore,  they  have  none  now.  It  is 
confefled  at  Law,  and  is  undeniable  in  Pacl,  that 
they  with-hold  an  O  R  I  G  I  N  A  L,  INHE- 
RENT R  IG  H  T  of  the  COMMONS 
and  CITIZENS,  contrary  to  Law,  Equity, 
and  good  Confcience.  And  it  is  plain,  that  rather 
than  let  the  Commons  and  Citizens,  the  only  law- 
full,  the  Charter  Governors  of  the  Hofpital  for  reduc- 
ed Citizens  and  their  Children,  have  any  fhare  in  the 
Government  thereof,  they  have  illegally  and  unjuftly 
excluded  them,  and  cover  this  fbamefull  Ufurpa- 
tion,  by  calling  in  Lords,  Judges  and  other  Men  in 
Power.  By  whieh  means  the  fpurious  OfY-fpring  of 
the  meaneft  of  the  People  are  now  preferred  and 
provided  for,  on  this  Foundatic?i,  laid  by  the  Citi- 
zens ;  many  of  whofe  Children,  tho'  by  Misfortunes, 
reduced  to  the  loweft  Extremities  of  Life,  are  left 
neglefted  and  abandoned.  Can  any  Man  who  coun- 
tenances this  tyranny,  this  Perfidy,  and  unnatural 
Cruelty,  be  deemed  a  Friend  to  a  F R EE  CITY, 
or  a  fit  Reprefentative  fox*  FREE  PEOPLE? 
— No  Man  in  his  Senfes  can  fufpecl:  it. — So  that, 
let  them  be  ever  fo  ftrongly  hemmed  in,  by  Men  in 
Power,  and  attempted  to  be  palmed  upon  you,  by 
their  Influence  or  Authority,  you  muft  be  abfolutely 
void  of  all   Senfe  of  Freedom,  Jujtice,   and  common 
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Right-,  as  well  as  all  regard  to  TOUR  C I  TT 
and  TOUR  COUNT  RT,  and  rim  retrogade 
toVIRT  UE  and  LIBERTY,  it's  Mf,  be- 
fore  you  can  Proftitute  your  Voices,  to  bring  them 
into  Parliament, 

I  conjure  you  then,  MT  BRETHREN  and 
FELLOW  CITIZENS,  that  as  you  are  yet 
blefied  with  FREEDOM,  you  will,  in  every 
Senfe,  preferve  it.  Ad:  cautioufly  with  all  Men. 
Ti  uft  none,  till  you  prove  them.  Engage  in  no 
Party  or  Fatlion  :  Truth  and  Liberty  neither 
require  nor  admit  of  fuch  Supports.  Determine  to 
chufe  from  Principle,  and  he  out  Infults  you,  that 
would  extort  a  Promife  for  a  Vote.  He  that  has 
confcious  Merit,  will  fcorn  to  demand  a  Promife;  nor 
will  he  direct  his  Addreffes  to  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy, 
Free -holders  and  Freemen  •,  as  he  knows ,  that  no 
Gentleman,  whether  of  the  Laity  or  Clergy,  is  in- 
tituled to  a  Vote,  for  a  Member  to  reprefent  you  in 
Parliament,  otherwife,  than  as  being  a  FREE 
CITIZEN,    or     F  R  E  E-H  OLDER. 

Thus  much  1  thought  neceflary  to  advertife  you 
of,  as  well  as  the  hurry  of  Bufinefs,  and  the  Short- 
nefs  of  time  would  permit.  As  I  am  fenfible,  that 
whenever  you  have  erred  in  your  Choice,  it  has 
been  for  want  of  due  Information,  I  fhall  never  let 
flip  any  opportunity  of  conveying  fuch  Truths  to 
your  Ears,  as  may  be  conducive  to  your  Freedom 
and  Wealth  •,  to  promote  which,  and  to  approve 
my  Love  and  Efteem  for  you^  is,  and  ever  fhall  be, 
the  conftant  Endeavor,  as  it  is  the  utmoft  Ambiti- 
on of, 

Tour  moft  affectionate  Brother^ 

Dublin 

Aug.  1 8th       and  faithful  Fellow-Citizen 

174*. 

C.  Lucas, 
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TT*  VERY  good  Member  of  Society  muft  al- 
J\,  ways  be  mindful  of  the  indifpenfible  Debt  he 
~  owes  to  the  Public,  and,  therefore,  conftantly 
follicitous  for  the  Freedom  and  Wealth  of  all  Man- 
kindy  in  general,  but,  more  efpecially,  of  that  Body 
of  Men  to  which  he  is  inviolably  Bound  by  Law,  as 
well,  as  by  every  moral  and  religious  Confidcra- 
tion. 
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Next  to  hi?  Duty  to  his  CREATOR,  Man's 
chief  Obligation  is  to  Man.  We  are  not  born  for 
ourfelves  alone  ;  We  have  a  mutual  relation  to,  and 
Dependance  upon,  each  other  ,  and  felf-Love,  tho' 
the  mod  aclive  Principle  in  the  Mind  of  Man,  is 
but  a  Branch  of  Social  Love  ,  Infomuch,  that  by 
this  alone,  the  purity  and  real  Value  of  the  former 
are  to  be  proved  and  afcertained. 

The  truly  fcnfible,  who  mud  ever  be  a  good, 
Man,  looks  upon  himfelf,  not  only  as  a  Limb  or 
Member  of  the  great  Society,  but  as  aTruftee  or  Ser- 
vant to  the  Public.  Hhflrft  and  great  Obligation 
is  to  fervt  the  Community,  in  his  allotted  Station,  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  Power.  He  knows  that  every 
Individual  is,  by  the  great,  unerring  Law  of  Na- 
ture, as  well,  as  by  that  of  Man,  indifpenfably 
Sub fervient  and Miniflerial to,  as  well, as  dependent  on, 
the  whole  community,  and  that,  therefore,  all 
felfifh  or  private  Intereft  muft  ever  be  freely,  and 
readily  facrihxed  to  the  Public.  Such  a  Man  can- 
not, unmoved,  fee  the  moft  flight  and  diflant  In- 
croachment  made,  or  threatened,  on  the  Privileges 
and  Rights  of  his  Neighbours.  His  Heart  and 
Hand  muft  ever  be  raifed  to  oppofe  all  Degrees  of, 
N  and  -Tendencies  to,  OppreJJion  and  -tyranny,  executed 
or  attempted  by  the  highejt  upon  the  lowelt  and  moft 
remote  :  And  much  lefs,  can  an  immediate  Member 
of  the  Community,  receive  the  flight ejt  Wound  or  In- 
jury, which  the  good  Man  does  not  Feel  and  Bleed 
for,  in  a  double  benfe ,  firft,  from  univerfal  Benevo- 
lence and  Brotherly  Love ;  and  fecondly,  from  good 
Policy. 

While  any  Senfe   of  Liberty  is  left,  the  good 
Man,  let  his  Sphere  in  Life  be  what  it  may,  muft 
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ever  be  able,  as  .well,  as  willing,  to  give  fome  check  to 
the  highefl  Opprejjors  and  evil  Doers ,  and  fome 
comfort  or  folace  to  injured  Innocence  and  Virtue* 
He  cannot,  therefore,  grow  weary  in  well-doing. 
He  muft  perfevere  with  Zeal,  Courage  and  Fortitude. 

This  Character  every  Man  mould  adopt.  For 
this  is  but  a  fhort  Sketch  of  what  Man  fhould  be, 
I  am  forry  to  fay,  not  what  Man  is.  But  I  muft 
infill,  that  that  Man  is  beft  qualified  for  every  Office 
of  public  Truft,  who  beft  fullfilk  this  Character. 

Yet,  melancholly  Confederation  !  Such  is  the  de- 
pravity of  the  Times,  that  no  Man  wades  with  more, 
real  difficulties,  thro'  Life,  than  the  generous,  public 
fpirited  Man!  His  Conduct  is  ever  a  Reproach  to  the 
Multitude^  their  Envy, Hatred  andMalice  will,  there- 
fore, upon  all  Occafions,  boil  over  upon  nim,  and 
mew  it  felf  in  various  Shapes.— -The  Virtues  of  the 
moft  Eminent  are,  at'  beft,  obfeured,  by  the  Ignorance,, 
Prejudice  or  Envy  of  their.  Beholders  .—Some  Men 
cannot,  or  if  they  can,  will  not,  Difcern,  or  diftin- 
guifh,'6  noble  from  a  bafe  Aclion.  Others  are  apt 
to  attribute  them  to  fome  falfe  End  or  Intention  ;  and 
others '  purpofely  mif  reprefent,  or  put  a  wrong  Inter- 
pretation upon  them.  But  a  folid  and  fubftantid 
Greatnefs  of  Soul  looks  down  with  a  generous  Neglecl 
en  the  Cenfures  and  Applaufes  of  the  milguided  Multi- 
tude, and  places  a  Man  beyond  the  little  noife  andfirife  of 
Tongues. 

If  thefe  Pofitions  be  true,  and  thefe  Confiderati-  * 
ons  juft,  nothing  fhould  deter  the  Man,  who  hasef- 
tabljmed  thefe  Principles  in  his  Mind,  from  fteadily 
purfuing  the  virtuous  Courle,  which  a  well  informed  ■ 
Confciencc  Directs.  His  Mind  muft  ever  be  bent  on 
doing  all  poflible  Good.    Nor  is  he  to  be  difcour. 
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ed  by  all  the  Obftacles  that  c^n  be  thrown  in  his  way; 
his  Intentions  are  all  that  he  is  accountable  for,  to 
Heaven;  and,  when  he  has  done,  or  endeavoured  to 
do,  all  the  good  in  his  Power,  not  till  then,  can  he 
content  himfelf  with  the  comfortable  Confideration 
of  having  difcharged  his  Duty  ;  he  is  not  anfwerable 
for  the  Event,  that  muft  be  left  to  Providence. 

However  fhort  of  this  Chara&er,  1  may  be  found 
to  have  tallen,  if  I  know  my  felf,  I  can,  of  a  Truth, 
fay,  it  has  ever  been  uppermolt  in  my  View,  and 
that  it  is  from  thefe  Principles  alone,  I  am  now 
prompted,  to  offer  my  felf  for  an  high  Station  a- 
mong  you.  Could  I  have  means  of  laying  my  Bo- 
fom  open  to  you,  I  fhould  not  fear  being  able 
to  acquit  my  felf  of  Undertaking  this  arduous  Tajk, 
for  you,  thro'  Pride  or  unbecoming  Ambition,  I 
allure  you,  I  am  moft  perfectly  contented  with  be- 
ing caft  among  the  lower  Clafs  of  Men,  with  regard  t<* 
Station  and  Grandeur-,  for  there,  in  all  Nations,  at  this, 
nay,  at  all  Times,  do  we  find  molt  Freedom  and  Vir- 
tue. It  is  my  utmoft  Pride  that  1  am  zTradefman  and 
Citizen  of  Dublin,  and  that  I  am  neither  of  Fami- 
ly',  Fortune,  Education,  or  Principle  to  recommend 
me,  to  what  the  World  falfely  calls, Great  Men,  that 
is,  Men  in  Power  -,  or  modern,  that  is,  new-fajhwned 
Gentlemen.  Do  but  reflect,  who  have  reltored,  and 
now,  uphold  the  Freedom  and  Rights  of  Sweden. 
You  will  find  they  were  the  poor, defpifedTradefmen  and 
Peafants,  whofe  Reprefentatives,  in  their  Parliament, 
tho'called  from  thtivTrades,  their  Shops  or  their  Ploughs, 
are  now  the  principal  Opponents  of  the  Incroachments 
on  Public  Liberty,  and  its  boldeft  and  besl  Af- 
fertors.  Who  long  preferved  the  linking  States  of 
Holland  from  impending  Slavery,  and  lately  reltored 
the  original  Frame  of  Government,  againft  the  Pow- 
er 
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er  of  many  corrupt  Tyrant s,  grown  great  by  the 
Spoils  of  their  Country  ?  Was  not  this  done  by 
the  Trade/men,  headed,  at  firft,  by  no  more  confide- 
rable  Perfons,  than  a  Black- Smith  and  a  Wheel- 
Wright  ?  What  has  often  prevented  the  Ruin  of  a 
neighbouring  Nation,  when  a  Minijter  pratlifed  in 
Perfidy  and  Corruption^  packed  Place-  Men^  Pensioners 
and  other  venal  Slaves  and  Proltitutesi  in  fuch 
Crowds,  into  Parliament,  that  he  could  gain  every 

End  he  propofed    there    ? It    was   the  Virtue 

and  Freedom  of  the  Tradesmen  of  London,  alone, 
which  prevented  many  anticonfiitutional  Bills  being 
carried  into  Execution,  that  had  pafTed  both  Hou- 
fes  of  Parliament.— In  this  Clafs  my  Pride  would 
Place  me,  if  my  Fortune   had  not.     Here  I  con- 
tentedly, gladly   caft  my  Anchor.— Judge  of  the 
Truth  of  this  by  my  Conduct,  thro'  all  the  Offices 
in  which  I  have  already  ferved  you.     And  as  a 
Bond    for    future  Behaviour,  accept  thefe   public 
Declarations. — It   is  time  to   lay  Self  afide  ;   but 
let   me  firft  inform  you,     that  tho'   I  have  pub- 
lickly  offered  myfelf  a  Candidate  for  the  Place  of 
a  Citizen  to  reprefent  you  in  Parliament,  it  is  but 
to  let  you  See  my  Intention   and  Defire,  however 
weak  and  infufficient  you  may  find  me,  to  ferve 
the  Sinking  Caufe  of  LIBERTY    and  my 
COUNTRY.     From  the  fame  Motive,  in-    ' 
capable   as  I  am   of  the  Tafk,  if  the  Citizens  of  i 
Dublin  Commanded  me,  on  any  Emergency,  to  lead 
an  Army  for  them,  1  mould  certainly  obey  them .  Their 
Free  Choice  mall  ever  determine  me  in  all  Matters. 
And  to  fhew  my  inviolable  Regard  to  their  Free- 
domr  I  fcorn,  difdain0  and  deteft  all   the  little  bafe 
anticonjtitntional  Arts  of  modern  Candidates^  to  gain 
the  Vokts  of  Men;  and  if  any  miftaken  Friend  mould 

attempt 
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attempt  to  influence  any  Man  to  Vote  for  me,  on  any 
other  Principle,  than  Free  Choice,  let  it  not  be 
looked  upon,  as  my  Act,  1  renounce,  and  froteft  a- 
gainft  it.— -The  Man  who  acts  on  Conftitutional 
Principles  cannot,  in  any  infiance,  invade  or  re— 
ftrain  the  Liberties  of  his  Neighbour,  He  muft 
think  it,  therefore  defigning,  if  not  Criminal  to 
influence  a  Voice  to  bring  him  into  Parliament,  as 
it   would  be  to  influence  a  Sheriff  to  put  him  on  a 

Jury.   -  Suppofe   yourfelves,     then,     Sheriffs, 

and  any  Man  Sollicited  you  to  be  put  on  a  Pannel, 
would  you  not,  therefore,  Sufpetl  and  Rejefi 
him  ?  You  could  not  avoid  it. — In  the  Cafe  of  an 
Eleclion,  you  act  in  a  judicial  Capacity,  as  much 
as  a  Sheriff  does.  Your  Vote  is  not  entirely  your 
own.  You  cannot  without  Perfidy,  a  Breach  of 
Truft  to  Society,  give  it,  thro'  Intereft  or  Comple- 
ment to  any  Man.  He  is  a  Wicked,  low  Ty- 
rant that  Demands,  or  accepts  of  it,  on  thefe 
Terms,  and  cannot  therefore  be  fit  to  reprefent, 
nor,  indeed,  to  be  reprefented  by,  any  Body.  And 
the  only  difference  between  him,  and  thofe  that 
comply  with  him,  can  be  no  more,  than  that  be- 
tween the  Tempter  and  the  Tempted,  both,  at  bed, 
are  criminal.— At  is  an  Honor  to  reprefent  FREE- 
MEN, but  none  but  a  Slave  can  Submit  to  be 
the  Reprefent ativt  of  Slaves. 

The  fteady  Virtue  and  Freedom,  mewn  by  the 
COMMONS  of  Dublin,  in  the  Years  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  forty-one,  to  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  forty  four,  by  their  invariable 
Adherence  to  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  them/elves 
and  their  Conftituents,  which  they  bravely  afferted 
and  Supported  againft  all   the  artfull  Practices  and 

Power 
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Power  of  thefe  Proud  Enjlavers,  the  Aldermen,  who 
looked  upon  their  lawfull  and  rightfull  Creators, 
as  their  Creatures,  like  fome  Reprefentatives  -,  has 
always  encouraged  me  to  believe  the  Citizens  of 
Dublin,  as  /r^  and  as  brave  a.  Body  of  Men,  as 
ar.y  in  the  World.  This  may  well  be  prefumed, 
without  any  Exaggeration,  when  we  find  a  Sett, 
culled  by  the  Aldermen,  out  of  a  double  Return, 
not  for  any  opinion  of  their  Senfe  or  Freedom,  to 
be  fure  ;  as  foon,  as  the  long  Secreted  and  unknown 
Charters  of  the  City,  and  the  constitutional  Rights 
of  the  People  were  brought  to  Light,  fupported  a 
Majority  of  three  to  two,  and  fometimes,  /W0  to 
cne,  upon  every  Queftion  for  TRUTH  and 
LIBERTY,  againftthe  long  continued  Ufurpations 
of  thefe  little  Tyrants,  till  they  met  with  that  Fatal 
Rub,  in  the  Courts  of  Law,  to  which  none  of  you 
can  be  a  Stranger. 

This,  as  it  has  always  emboldened  me,  in  my  low 
way,  to  endeavour  to  Profecute  this  Caufe,  fo  it 
mall  ever,  while  the  fame  principles  Subfifl  in  your 
Breads,  animate  me  to  exert  the  utmoft  of  the 
little  Power,  Heaven  has  given  me,  to  ferve  you. 

As  few  of  you  have  been  in  the  Commons,  and 
rone  of  you  that  know  youvRights,  or  oppofed  your 
3  aJk-Mafters,  there,  can  ever  hope  to  get  in  again, 
the  Conftitution  of  this  City  can  be  known  but  to 
a  very  Few  :  So  that  let  your  Senfe  of  Liberty  be 
ever  fo  Strong,  if  not  duly  informed  of  your  Rights, 
you  muft,  probably,  often  Err,  in  your  Judg- 
ments. 

In  my  firft  Addrefs  to  you,  I  recommended  no 

Body,  as  I  then,  thought  of  no  particular  to  ofTer. 

My  fble  Aim  in  advifing  you  to  due  Deliberation 

vn  your  Choice,  was  only  in  order  to  keep  up  the 

B  Prerogative 
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Prerogative  of  Free- Men,  to  prevent  promt fes  ior 
Votes  being  sloln  or  extorted  from  you,  and  to  gain 
time  to  lay  the  Conftitution  of  the  City,  and  the 
Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Citizens,  open  to  your 
View. 

This  I  fhall  do  •,  regardlcfs  of  the  Snubs  of  Men 
in  Power,  the  Aldermen  of  Society,  as  well,  as  of 
Dublin,  and  the  Sneers  of  anonymous  Scriblers,  or  of 
felf-fufficient  or Hackney  Gibers. — Truth  mud  Stand  by 
it  felf.  It  may  be  over-caft  by  Tyranny, and Eclypfed  by 
Ridicule,  for  a  while,  but,  like  the  Sun,  it  muft, 
fooner  or  later,  Shine  forth  to  the  manifeft  Difgrace 
and  Subverfion  of  Both, 

In  order  to  give  you  a  Clear  and  rational  View 
of  your  Rights  and  Privileges,  it  will  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  Trace  them  from  the  Original. 

In  Profecuting  this  Defign,  I  fhall,  therefore,  en- 
deavour to  give  you  a  true  and  fuccincl  Account 
of  the  O  R  IG I  N  A  L  F  OU  N  DAT  1  O  N  of 
the  national  Conftitution,  drawn  from  the  beft  Au- 
thorities of  Hiftory  and  Laws.  1  fhall  explain  the 
Prerogative,  Powers  and  Privileges  of  the  three 
Estates,  that  conftitute  our  happy  Frame  of 
Government,  the  K I  N  G,  L  O  R  D  S  and  COM- 
MONS;  and  Point  out  the  Strength  and  Excel- 
lencies of  this  Conftitution  -,  w  which  it  will  appear, 
of  what  Importance  to  the  whole,  the  keeping  up 
FREEDOM  and  INDEPENDENCE  in 
ELECTIONS,  agreeable  to  the  primitive 
Inftitution,  muft  always  be. 

I  fhall  then  make  an  eafy  and  natural  Tradi- 
tion from  the  National  to  the  civil  Conftitution, 
And  fhall  give  you  a  Correct  Copy  and  Tranfla- 
tion  of  the    Great   Charter  of  your  City, 

con- 
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confirmed-hy  Act  of  Parliament,  which  muft 
at  once  filence  and  put  to  Confufion  all  the  Ene- 
mies of  your  EJlablifhment  ;  and  mew  them,  that 
they  muft  nrft  compleatly  overturn  the  national 
Confiitution,  before  they  can  hope  to  ihake  the 
Foundation  of  our  City. 

This  I  mall  do,  without  any  View  of  Profit 
to  the  Author ,  or  the  Printer  ;  for  as  I  mail  draw 
thefe  Sketches,  at  fuch  times  and  in  fuch  manner, 
2r  the  Calls  of  my  Profefiion  permit,  they 
cannot,  at  a  time,  exceed  the  Bounds  or  fize  of 
this  Paper.  And  that  no  Man  fhould  poilibly  be 
cenfured  for  what  I  Write,  on  this  Head,  as  well, 
as  to  fhew  my  Senfe  of  Truth  and  Freedom,  I 
fhall  always  lay  my  felf  open,  by  fetting  nay  Name 
to  every  Paper.  If  1  advance  an  Error,  I  fhall, 
upon  Conviction,  readily,  publicly,  retract. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  Paper,  which  has  al- 
ready exceeded  the  intended  Bounds,  without  endea- 
vouring to  enforce  one  timely  Caution  more. 

You  cannot  be  altogether  infenfible  how  you  and 
your  Commons  are  treated  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. Tho'  you  cannot  fee  all  their  Impojitions,  all 
their  Opprejjicns,  all  their  Perfidy  and  unnatural 
Ufurpations,  at  one  View,  you  muft  know,  that 
they  confejfedly,  unlawfully,  and  unjujily,  with- hold 
from  you,  your  unquestionable  Right  of 
eletting  Aldermen,  Coroners,  and  other  Officers  of 
the  City  ;  That  they  look  upon  your  Commons 
as  Beafts  of  Burden,  and  tranfad  matters  without 
their  confent ;  That  they  withhold  the  Government 
and  every  Benefit  of  the  Hofpital,  founded  and  erec- 
ted  by  the  City,  for  reduced  Citizens,  and  their 
Children,   from  the  Commons  and  Citizens,  and  their 

IJfue  : 
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IJfue  :  That,  in  Spight  to  the  Commons^  they  pre- 
fer their  ■  menial  Servants  and  their  Bajtards,  to 
Places  for  which  many  poor  Citizens  Petition,  and 
for  want  of  which,  they  and  the  abandoned  Orphans 
of  the  City  are  left  expofed  to  all  the  Mi/cries  of 
a  wretched,  degenerate  ftate,  where  Poverty  is 
deemed  the    word,    the  only  unpardonable  Crime. 

That  YOUR  GREAT  COURT  of  DaREIN  HUN- 
DRED, where  you  have  a  negative  upon  all  the 
Jtls  of  Affembly,  is  fet  at  nought ;  That  your 
Customs  are  given  up  without  asking  the  Com- 
mons Confent  :  That  the  Entertainments  inftituted 
and  fct  apart  for  You,  on  all  Public  Days,  are 
taken  from  You  and  beftowed  upon  Great  Men, 
and  Favourites  of  tta  Board  •,  while  YOU  and 
YOUR  COMMONS  are  treated  with  the  Frag- 
ments of  their  Feafts,  at  the  Stairs  of  the  Tholjel,  qr 
at  the  Door  of  the  Mayoralty-houfe,  like  Beggars. 
Thefe  are  but  a  few  of  the  Grievances  I  could, 
and  may  hereafter,  recite.  Nothing  can  give  thefe 
Abufes  Sanction  but  your  having  Aldermen  for  your 
Reprefentatives.  If  you  have  difinterejled  Citizens 
to  reprefent  you,  your  Grievances ,  of  every  kindj 
may  be  brought  before  the  Common-Council  of 
the  Realm,  the  Parliament,  and  you  rauft  have 
Redrefs. — Have  you  any  reafon  to  judge  that  an 
Alderman  will  bring  in  any  Petition,  and  much  lefs, 
one  againft  him/elf  and  the  Board  ?  And  confider, 
will  not  returning  an  Alderman  be  fuch  a  confenting 
to,  and  approving  of,  the  Tyranies,  under  which 
you  groan,  that  it  wi1!,  hereafter,  be  vain  to  make 
any  fixuggh  tor  your  Liberties.  I  am  too  incon- 
siderable an  Example  for  any  body,  but  as  1  fhall 
tver  act  as  a  Free  Agent,  before  I  mould  be  looked 
upon  as  One  of  the  Members  of  a  Body,  that 
could  return  fuch  a  Reprefent ative,  I  fhall  chufe  to 

be 
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be  cut  off  From  all  Communion  with  them,  by  Dif* 
franchifement. 

One  thing  more,  which  I  had  like  to  have  for- 
got. Every  Man,  that  is  Born  the  Son  of  a  free- 
Man,  Every  Man,  that  ferves  an  Apprentice/hip  \o 
a  free-Man,  and  every  Man  that  Marries  the 
Daughter  of  a  free-Man,  is  intituled  to  his  Freedom 
of  Dublin.  This  later  Right  the  Aldermen,  for 
Reafons  beft  known  to  themfelves,  have,  for  feve- 
ral  Years  paflfed,  cut  off ;  but,  all  fuch  may  Claim 
their  Freedom  at  any  AfTembly  ;  and  tho*  they  be 
refufed,  yet  their  Votes  are  as  good,  as  thefe  of 
any  other  Freemen,  or  of  the  Free-holders. 

While  you  deferve  the  Name  of  Free-men,  I 
fhall  ever  think  it  an  Honor  to  be,  and  declare  my- 
felf, 

Brethren  and  Fellow-Citizens, 

Yuiir  truly  affectionate  Brother^ 

and 

mofi  faithful  Servant^ 


C.   Lucas, 


Dublin  Aug, 
27th,    1748* 
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ADDRESS 
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FREE     CITIZENS, 

AND 

FREE-HOLDERS, 
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City  of  DUBLIN. 


AFter  my  Second  Addrefs  to  you,  Mr  Bre- 
thren and  Fellow  Citizens,  I  thought 
I  fhould  not  be  interrupted  in  my  in- 
tended Career,  but  fhould  be  permitted,  as  I  puf- 
pofed,  to  lay  Your  constitutional  Rights 
open  to  your  View,  and  Secure  your  Freedom 
by  Informing  your  Judgments.  But  I  muft  Suf- 
fpend  this  Talk,  awhile,  to  anfwer  a  more  urgent  and 
immediate  Call.  And,  tho'I  Write  to,  and  for  thofe, 

who 
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who  have  not  learned  to  bend  the  knee  to  Baat.  •, 
or  to  pay  Adoration  to  a  M  O  L  T  E~N  C  A  L  F  •, 
who  defpife  the  higbeji  Offices,  conferred  by  Faction, 
or  given  as  the  Wages  ot  Projiitution-,  and  who  can- 
not, by  any  mean?,  be  induced  to  Barter  their  goodly 
In  her.  j  tanck  for  aAiefs  oi  Pot  age  j  yet,  I  mult  have 
an  Eye  to  the  lojfed  §heep  of  our  Fold  •,  and  if  1 
cannot  reclame  them,  I  muft,  yet,  endeavor  to 
prevent  others  being  led  aft: ay,  by  the  Bell 
Wethers  of  Fad  ion,  or  Corruption. — When  I 
fee  thefe prouling  Wolves,  who  have  already  brought 
your  ^ity  to  the  Brink  of  Deftruclion,  Jay 
afide  their  late,  more  than  Savage  Fiercenefs,  and?  in 
Lamtfs  cloathing,  Haunt  your  Houfes  and  your 
Streets,  I  muft  Set  fuch  a  Mark  upon  them,  as  the 
ineanelt  and  weakeft  Brother,  that  is  not  downright 
Perverfe,  muft  See  thro'  their  fhallow  Difguifes : 
When  their  Fjn'-ffaries,  or  Jack-calls,  like  Subtil 
F  pees  run,  under  Cover,  thro'  all  the  Streets,  and 
Companies  in  Town,  to  pick  up  every  Weak  and 
unguarded  Bird  they  meet,  to  Hurl  them,  unawares, 
into  the  dark  Den  of  Delufion  and  Deftruc- 
tion,  it  is  time  to  unkennel  or  detect  them,  that 
every  Free  Citizen  may  be  able  to  jo:n  in  the  Cry, 
and  Hunt  Beafls  of  Prey,  of  all  Denominations, out 
of  our.  Liberties. 

Would  it  were  confident  with  your  Intereft, 
as  it  is  with  Humanity,  to  let  the  Carcaffes  of  the 
/unjujt  Dead,  lye  retting,  wifh  their  Memory,  in 
their  Graves  !  But,  fuch  are  the  Degeneracy  and 
.  Corruption  of  the  Times,  that  Gibcfs  muft  be  rai- 
kd  and  kept  up  ;  as  well,  to  warn  the  unwary  tra- 
veller, as  to  af right  the  Followers  of  the  Ct  iminal. 
And  all  means  muft  be  ufed,  to  Point  out  the  Recks 
and  Sands,  on  which  any  Vejfel  may  be,  or  ever 
was,  in  Danger  of  being*  Wrecked. 

As 
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As  it  muft  be,  as  unjuft,  to  reflett  the  Vices 
of  the  Parents,  on  the  innocent  Children,  as  it  can 
be  for  the  undeserving  to  truft,  for  Honor,  to  the 
Merits  of  their  Anceftors,  aione  ;  the  ripping  open 
old  Sores,  muft  be  a  grievous  Tafk,  to  a  Mind, 
actuated  by  any  Senfe  of  good  Nature.  But,  as 
in  order  to  reftore  Bodily  Health,  every  JVomid, 
or  Ulcer,  however  deep,  however  Secret  it  lies, 
muft  be  probed  and  examintd  to  the  Bottom,  before 
an  adequate  Remedy  can  be  applied  -,  fo  in  the  Bcdy 
Politic,  every  Wound  and  Sore,  of  what  nature 
foever,  muft  be  brought  to  public  View,  and  every 
incurably  rotten  Member,  absolutely,  cut  off,  before 
the  Constitution  can  be  reftored  to,  or  prefer- 
ved  in,  Health  and  Harmony.-— This,  th*n,  muft: 
be  my  Tafk,  fince  none  of  the  many  more  capa- 
ble will,  timely,  imbarque  in  the  important  Under- 
taking. 

If'  any  Galled  Jade  winces  at  this,  who  is  to 
blame  ?— They  only,  fure,  who  Spurred  him  on, 
to  ride  again,  Jehu  like,  over  the  Liberties  of  Dub- 
lin, and  to  Trample  the  Citizens  under  Feet.— Who 
did  this  ?— -who  could  fee  up  an  Alderman,  but  the 
Aldermen  ?  Let  them  not,  then,  fhake  their  hoary 
Locks  at  me,  they  cannot  fay  I  did  it.— I  muft,  and  will 
Preferve  the  Prerogative  of  a  Freeman-,  if  not  to  all, 
I  fhall  certainly  fecure  it  to  min£  own  Perfon,  in 
Spight  to  all  the  Enemies  of  our  C '  mslitution ;  and 
let  my  Station  in  Life  be  what  it  may,  and  the 
Confequences  what  they  will,  1  fhall  never  make 
Peace  with  the  Enemies  of  Truth  and  Liberty, 
or  omit  ■  informing  you  of  flich  Incroachments,  as 
they  make,  or  threaten,  on  your  Rights,  till  they 
prove  themfelves,  at  leaft,  paffivc  Subjects,  if  not 
true  Friends  to  our  Government. 
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We  learn  from  the  Records  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  as  well,  as  by  the  oral  Tradition  of 
feveral   living  Citizens, 

That  about  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  ten,  a  Scheme  was  formed  by  the  wicked  Mi- 
niflry  of  the  much  mifguided  QUEEN  ANNE, 
to  fet  afide  the  Hanoverian  Succession  to  the 
Crown  of  thefe  Realms,  as  limitted  by  Act  of 
Palrliament,  and  to  place  an  abjured  Pretender 
upon   the    Throne. 

As  the  Capital  City  muft,  generally,  lead 
an  Example  to  ah1  others,  the  firft  attempt  was  to 
be  made  on  Dublin.  She  was  firft  to  be  Sacri- 
ficed, that  other  Cities  might  more  eafily  fall.  And, 
as  the  Sure,  nay,  perhaps,  the  only  way  of  Subvert- 
ing our  Confutation,  the  Influencing  and  corrupting 
Elections  was  attempted  univerfally,  but  more  par- 
ticularly, more  forcibly  in  Dublin. 

ThcfePerfldiousflaves  exercifed  all  thc\r/jnifter Influence 
and  mofl  artfull  Corruptions  in  the  Eletlions  of  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  in  Vain-,  but  in  the  Eletlions  of  the 
Magistrates  of  Dublin,  Bribery  and  every  kind  of 
Corruption,  Perjury,  Fraud  and  open  Force  and  Vio- 
lence wer?,  at  firft,  under  a  Mafque,  but  after- 
wards, publicly  employed. 

After  having  trier1,  in  vain,  to  corrupt  ALDER- 
MAN RALPH  ORE,  the  then,  Lord  Mayor, 
with  alargeHribe,  u  path  but  thirty  two  Men,  named 
tohim,  by  tl  Gove/  wn&nt,\ntQ  thtCommons,  to  pre- 
pare the  \\  for  their  intended  i  reajen ;  they  judged 
it  neceflTary,to  let  fomeoc  the \  Aldermen  into  their  infer 
ml  Secret ,  in  order  to  make  them  the  Tools  of  their 

dark 
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dark  Defigns. -To  get  One  of  the  Board  chofen,  Lord 
Mayor,  againft  the  time  the  Eleclion  of  the  Commons 
was  to  come  on,  who  would  implicitly  and  paffively  obey 
the  Dictates  of  the  then  LORDS  JUSTICES, 
PRIVY-COUNCIL  and  JUDGES,  for  no  lefs 
were  the  Confpirators,  in  thofe  Days,  againft  your 
Conjtitution  j  was,  then,  the  Scheme  of  Govern- 
ment. 

I  muft,  tho'  it  is  with  Regret,  1  am  conftrained 
to  it,  name  the  Aldermen,  culled  out  for  this  Iniquity. 
They  were  Cooke,  Ma/on,  French,  and  Conjlan- 
tine  ;  of  which,  the  later,  being  a  Foreigner,  was  to 
be  chofen  Lord  Mayor,  as  the  likelieft  to  Execute 
anticonfiiiutional  Schemes. 

The  firft,  Alderman  S<amuel  Cooke,  was  LORD 
MAYOR,  by  Law,  from  Michaelmas,  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  twelve,  to  Michaelmas,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirteen  '■>  and,  by  illegall 
Force ,  from  that  to  the  Queen's  Death.  This 
Gentleman  was,  in  the  Year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  Eleven,  Elected  to  ferve  the  Mayoral- 
ty, but  his  Merit  being  not  then  known,  or  approved:^ 
by  their  Excellencies,  and  their  Honors  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  Bench,  he  was  Set  afide.  But,  for  Reafbns 
beft  known  to  thefe  Powers,  he  was  now  approved,  and 
honored,  like  other  Modern  Heroes,  with  Knight-hood. 

The  Documents  he  received,  muft  have  been, 
to  perform  what  he  afterwards  effecled,  and  was 
Supported  in,  to  get  fomeof  the  Aldermen,  approved 
by  thefe  Rulers,  chofen  to  fucceed  him  in  Office  ; 
and,  in  Cafe  the  Aldermen,  who  were  not  in  the 
Secret,  mould  not  come  into  thefe  Meafures,  to  hold 
over,  and  to  execute  the  Office  of  Lord  Mayor,  with- 
out any  legal  Eleclion,  or  Appointment,  without 
Swearing  into  Office,  or  putting  on  the  leasl  form 
or  Color  of  Law.  Thefe 
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Thefelnftructions  were  fteadilyandrefolutelypurfuV 
ed.  To  cover  the  Defign  the  Better,  feveral  of  the 
Aldermen,  not  trujled  wuto  ibd  Secret \  were  nuhunatcd,  b/ 
Sir  Samuel, put  in  Election ,  and  Chofen  by  the  Board , 
Lord  Mayors,  at  feveral  times  •,  but,  as  often  re- 
jefltd  or  dijap proved,  by  the  Lords  Juflkai  Privy- 
Council  and  Judges.  His  Nominations  being,  in 
thefe  Inftances,  agreeable  to  the  Board,  and  cori- 
fequently  not  difputed,  he  made  this  an  handle  to 
demand  and  infill  upon  it,  as  a  right,  inherent  to 
his  Office,  to  Name  the  three  Per  tons  to  be  in 
Eleclion,  out  of  which  the  Aldermen  mujt  Ghufe. 
He  named  Conjlantint,  Mafon,  and  French,  and 
wouki  fuffer  none  other  to  be  put  in  Election. 
And  when  the  Aldermen  refufed  to  cbufe  one  of 
thefe,  he  dilfolved  their  Affemblies,  from  time  to 
time  ;  till  not  only  all  Election  Days,  but  the 
Swearing  Day  elapfed,  and  then,  he  officiated  him- 
felf,  but  without  Sheriffs,  as  if  he  had  been, 
legally  and  regularly  appointed.  And  in  this,  he 
was  Supported,  by  his  Excellency  Sir  Conjlantine 
Pbips,  Knight,  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  and 
his  corrupt  Creatures  and  C  nfederates,  the  Privy-Coun- 
cil and  the  Judges, i\\\  thctgueen's  Death.  During  which 
time,  the  City  was  in  inexpreflible  Confufion  and 
Difbrder,  the  City  Courts  were  fhut  up,  their 
Quarter  Sefiions  and  public  AfTembles  diicontinu  - 
ed,  the  Goals  crowded  with  Criminals,  the  civil 
Power,  for  the  mod  part,  fufpended,  by  Reafon 
no  Grand  Juries  could  be  returned,  nor  Writs  ex- 
ecuted in  the  County  of  the  City.  And  all  this,  at 
a  Time,  when  Soldiers  were  publicly  Inlifted  for  the 
Pretender,  throughout  the  City  and  Kingdom. 

But,  as  foon  as  Liberty  regained  her  Throne, 
upon  the  Queen's  Death,   that  worthy  Kngbt,   and 

Al- 
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Alderman ;,  was  expelled  the  Board  of  Aldermc::,  and 
Diffrancbifed,  by  Act  of  Assembly,  and  cenfured 
by    Parliament. 

For  a  further  Account  of  thefe  wicked,  horrible 
Times,  Confult  the  Affembly  Rolls,  of  the  Year 
1714,  and  the  Votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
the  report  of  a  Committee  of  the  Commons,  made 
in  the  Tear  iyi6: 

By  our  Laws,  if  any  Perfon  is  guilty  of  High 
Treajcn  or  Rebellion,  his  Children,  however  innocent 
they  may  be  of  the  Father's  Crimes,  are^  yet,  ftrip- 
ptd  of  the  Powers,  he  had  to  annoy  the  Conftituti- 
on  •,  their  Eftate  is  forfeited.— —Is  it  political  or 
prudent  to  truft  fuch  ? — Confider  the  weight  of 
this  and  apply  it. — So  mail  we,  not  again,  have 
room  to  fear,  the  raifing  more  religious  Rioters, 
more  LAURELED  SLAVES,  in  Crape  or  Er- 
min,  to  infeft  our  City  ! 

However;  I  hope  no  Man  will  fufpect,  that  I 
touch  upon  this, uk grateful  Subject,  with  intent,  to 
injure  any  honeft  Perfon,  now  living. —  1  declare 
myfelf  far  from  further  Intention,  than  to  excite 
this  Caution  in  the  Minds  of  all  Free  Men  -,  that, 
tho'  they  mould  not  punifh,  or  reflebl  on,  any  Man, 
for  the  Vices  of  his  Forefathers,  more,  than  they 
would  reward  him,  for  their  Virtues,  only  -,  yet, 
that  they  mould  not  chufe  any  Man  into  an  Office 
of  high  Truft,  while  there  lay  a  bare  Presumption, 
of  his  imbibing,  or  adopting  the  evil  Principles  of 
his  Father,  till  he  had  given  convincing  Proofs  of 
the  contrary. 

If,  then,  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  the  prevailing 

Faftion  among  them,  takes  upon  them,  alter  having 

B  per- 
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perfiditujly  trampled  on  all  the  Rights  and  Liberties 
of  the  Citizens,  for  many  Years  paffed,  to  fet  up  a 
Candidate,  for  the  place  ot  a  Citizen,  to  represent 
you  in  Parliament,  on  their  Succefs  in  which,  alone, 
depends  the  fupporting  their  Abominable  Incroachments 
and  Ufurpations;  and  trufting  to  their  finifter  Influ- 
ence and  ill-gotten  Authority,  prefume  to  prejcribe, 
to  you,  one  of  their  Corps,  and  of  this  Leaven,  as 
a  Reprefentative,  I  may  fay,  to  impofe  fuch  an  one, 
upon  you-,  he  mud  be  Blind  to,  or  rcgardlefs  of, 
your  Honor  and  Intereft,  that  can  over-Uok  it,  or 
ftt  it  pafs  in  Silence.—Roufe,  then,  My  Brethren, 
the  Spirit  of  Liberty,  which  is  the  Spirit  of  God, 
within  you,  by  which  you  live,  and  move,  and  have 
your  Being.— Give  a  glorious  Example  of  your  Free- 
dom to  all  neighbouring  Cities  and  Counties  ;  and,  at 
once,  eftablifh  fuch  a  lading  Monument  of  your 
Senfe  of  Liberty,  in  letting  the  World  fee,  that 
in  Spight  to  foreign  and  domeftic  Tyrants,  you  dare 
be  Free,  and  return  a  Citizen  to  reprefent  you 
in  Parliament,  upon  the  true  conslitutUnal  Princi- 
ples ;  that  no  Slave  or  Tyrant  fhall  ever,  hereafter, 
prefume  to  affail  you,  or  in  any  fenfe,  Invade  your 
Freedom. 

Let  me,  now,  befcech  you,  to  Correct  the  ufual 
unjuft  Manner  of  judging  of  Men,  for  the  Offices 
in  your  Difpofal.  Let  not  the  fluggifh  and  inactive 
Dr one,  of  whom  it  can,  atbeft,  be  faid,  hedidov 
does  no  barm,  in  this  or  the  other  Station,  be  looked 
*  upon  as  a  good  Man. — There  are  no  negative  Vir- 
tues.— In  this  Senfe,  Statues  may  be  called  good 
Men.  He  alone,  can  be,  truly,  call'd  a  good  Man, 
whofe  Virtues  mine  forth  in  Aclion  ;  who  does  all 
poflible  good  in  private  and  public  Life. 

If 
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If  you  would  be  freely  and  fairly  ferved,  you  mud 
freely  and  fairly  Elect,  or  chufe>  a  Free  and  able  rc- 
prefentatWe-ThzCreatureofFaffion  cannot  beFaEE; 
you  muft,  therefore,  affuredly  avoid  him  •,  and 
much  more  if  you  fee  the  old,  Dormant  Spirit  of 
Sir  Con  revive,  and  his  Creatures,  Tools  or  Abetters, 
or  their  non-reformed  Defendants,  join  with  your 
open  Enjlavers,  to  fet  him  up  and  Support  him. 

Miftake  not  partly  converted  "Tories  for  Whigs. 
I  know  it  is  faid,  fuch  a  Man  is,  undoubtedly,  well 
ajfecltd  to  the  prefent  happy  Eftablifhment.— -This  can 
fignify  no  more,  than,  that  he  has  changed  fides  ♦,  and 
that,  probably,  more  from  Interest,  than  Principle. 
He  that  would  contend  for  Arbitrary,  Abfolute  Pow- 
er, and  Hereditary  Tyranny,  for  one  Prince,  would 
from  the  like  Motive,  as  foon,  as  brought  over,  do  to 
for  another.  Tyranny  mull  be  equally  hateful,  and 
guarded  againft,  from  all  Quarters.  And  if  there 
be  any  Body  among  us,  who  could  advife, 
or  countenance,  the  extending  the  Power  of  the 
Crown,  tho'  placed  upon  the  illuftrious  Head 
of  his  Present  Majestv,  beyond  the  Bounds  ctr- 
cumfcribedby  Law,  or  the  giving  his  Minifters unlimi- 
ted Power  or  Credit,  he  is  but  a  cloaked  Villain,  a  bafe 
Enemy  to  his  King  and  Country  \  and,  as  fuch,  to  be 
detefted,  and  abhorred,  as  much,  as  any  of  thofe,  who 
countenanced  thefe  like  Meafures,  in  any  former 
Reigns.  Nay,  if  ever  you  mould  fee  a  Minijlry, 
cherijhing  Men  of  this  Mold,  or  promoting  the  Des- 
cendants of  fuch,  to  Places  of  Honor  or  Trujt  in  the 
State,  be  fure,  all  is  not  right.— There  is  fomething 
rotten  in  the  State— A  Snake  lies  hid  in  the  Grafs 

1,  now,  beg  your  Indulgence,  a  while,  for  my  felf. 
By  this,  Ihopeyou  all  know  my  Motives  and  the  Prin- 
ciples 


[    12] 

ciples  on  which  I  Act  and  declare  myfelf.  Try  me 
and  prove  me  -,  and  if  I  am  found  to  procede,  in 
any  Inftance,  inconfiftent  with  them,  let  me  be  reject- 
ed and  defpifed  by  all  Freemen-,  the  mod  dreadful 
worldly  Punifhment  to  a  Free  Soul ! 

Two  things  I  find  artfully  infmuated,  to  my  Pre- 
judice, of  which  I  beg  leave  to  acquit  my  felf.  The 
one  is,  that,  tho*  I  oppofed  the  Board  of  Aldermen , 
formerly ,  I  have ,  lately,  follicited  them,  for  a  profitable 
Leafe,  which  I  obtained,  in  order  to  Silence  my  Oppofitiqn 
to  the  Board— How  inconfiftent  this  Charge  is,  muft 
appear,  upon  confidering,  that  tho*  I  never  approved 
th«  Powers  vetted  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  by  the 
New-Rules,  yet  I  never  was  fo  Mad,  as  to  oppofe 
thofe  Powers,  which  that  Law  gave  them,  and  which 
makes  them  the  fole  Eleftors  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Sheriffs  and  Treafurer,  as  well,  as  a  part  of  the  Com- 
mon  Council.  And  tho'  I  do  not  look  upon  any  one 
at  the  Board,  as  a  lawful  or  rightful  Alderman,  yet 
they  muft  be  all  deemed  Aldermen  in  fatl,  and  their 
lawful  Acts,  in  that  Station,  muft  be  valid,  till  the 
Law  Divefts  them  of  the  Office.— I  got  a  Leafe  of 
Cuftom*,  long  lofted  to  the  City,  which  no  Body 
elfe  would  take,  and  which  I  am  determined 
to  Profecute;  not  lefs  for  the  City's  fake,  than  mine 
own.  But  my  Memorial  was  addreffed  to  The 
Right  Honorable  the  Lord  Mayor,  Sheriffs, 
Commons  and  Citizins  of  the  City  of  Dub- 
lin, only  ;  and  my  Leafe  is  granted  by  them,  alone. 
For  the  Truth  of  this,  let  whoever  will,  View  my 
Memorial  and  Leafe,  in  the  Tholfel  Office,  or  at 
my  Houfe 

The  other  is,  if  pofiible,  more  Groundlefs  and 
more  inconfiftent  with  Truth  and  Reafbn.— It  is 
faid,  that  i*  aft  underhand,  and  fet  up  as  Candidate, 

only, 
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only  to  fecure  an  Inter  eft  for  a  more  worthy  Candi- 
date ;  one  whofe  long  experience  in  the  Service  of  the 
C'ty,  intitules  hun  to  the  popular  Intereft,  and  that  I 
am  to  give  up  my  Interest  to  him,  at  the  Election. ---- 
However  infolent  and  evil,  the Defign  of  thislnfinua- 
tion  may  be,  it  only  moves  me  to  look  with  Pity,  uppn 
fuch  mean  Creatures,  as  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  every  bafe,  low  Subterfuge  and  Artifice,  to  keep 
up  anyDegree  of  pure,  popular  Intereft,  or  Credit.— 
I  hope  i  have  given  no  Man  room  to  fufpect  me 
of  underhand  Dealing  :  On  this,  I  (hall  venture  to 
reft  the  firft  Part  of  the  Charge.  As  for  fecuring 
an  Intereft  for  another,  how  can  that  appear  ?-  -  For 
when  no  Man  follicits  an  Intereft,  in  the  Manner,  or 
on  the  Principles,  that  I  do,  how  can'any  Intereft,  I 
obtain  for  myfelf,  fit  another  ?— Who  fees  me  like 
an  Excife  Officer ,  or  Poll-Tax  Collector,  prying  into 
every  Houfe  for  Votes  ?  or,  like  a  recruiting  Ser- 
jeant, attempting  to  Inlift  Free  Citizens,  like 
Mercenaries,  and  to  record  their  Names,  in  a  Mufter- 
Roll  ?•;-- 1  afk  no  Promifes  ;  and  if  I  did,  1  know 
fuch  Promifes  can,  in  their  own  nature,  be,  at  beft, 
but  conditional-,  and,  confequently  can,  in  no  Senfe,bc 
transferable.— That  the  feveral  Candidates  have  been 
longer  in  tht  Councils q{  the  City,  than  I,  mull  certain- 
ly- be  confefTed  ;  but  that  I  have  been  longer  in  the 
Service  of  the  City,  than  any  of  them,  muft  I  believe 
be  given  up;  fince  none  of  them  ever  faw  or  heard 
of  a  Charter  or  Record  of  the  City,  till  I  brought 
them  to  light;  nor  ever  gave  public  Oppofition,  to 
the  Ufurpations  and  Tyranny  of  the  Aldermen,  till  I 
did.  As  for  giving  up,  as  they  call  it,  my  Intereft^ 
to  another,  1  hope  it  now  appears,  evidently,  abfurd 
and  Prepofterous  ;  and,  as  a  farther  Security,  I, 
thus,  folemnly  promife  and  declare,  that,  if  I  live, 
I  will  ftand  the  Poll,  and  vindicate  the  Rights  of 
every  Free  Elector ,  that  Votes  for  me,  to  the  ut- 

moft 
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moft  of  my  Power,  tho'  there  mould  be  but  ten  ; 
For,  as  1  mail  take  no  bad,  or  unlawful,  Votes,  fo 
I  fhall  fear  no  Scrutiny \  before  any  Tribunal     This 
I  am  the  better  emboldened  to  do,  btcaufe  I  pro- 
cede  on  Constitutional  Principles;  for  if  I 
gain  the  Eleclion,  1  fhall  gain  it   with  immortal  Ho- 
nor',  to  my  Constituents,  as  well,  as  to  my/elf,  and  if  I 
Jofe  it,  I  lofe  it  with  more  Honor,  than  he,  that  goes 
upon  contrary  Principles,  can  poffibly  gain  it.    And 
I  have  this  further  Satisfaction,  that  if  I  am  but  in- 
ftrumental  to  making  the  fmalleft  Number  of  Citi- 
zens Free,  I  fhall  think  it  infinitely  more  than  a  Re- 
compence  for  any  Trouble  I  can  take. 

Let  me  afk  fuch  Zealous  Patriots,  as  induftrioufly 
and  indefatiguably,  by  all  the  Ways  and  Means, 
right  or  wrong,  that  can  be  devifed,  labor  to  get 
into  Parliament ;  why  they  fubmit  to  fuch  Drudge- 
ry, and  have  Recourfe  to  fuch  infiduous  Artifices, 
as  they  mud,  in  their  Hearts,  condemn,  as  incon- 
fiftent  with  Juftice  nnd  Liberty ;  to  procure  Votes  ?-  — 
Can  a  Seat  in  Parliament,  illicity  or  clandeftinely  ob- 
tained, bring  Honor  to  any  Man  ?  —Or  can  a  wor- 
thy Member  be  diflinguifhed  by  aught,  from  the 
Multitude,  more  than  Superior  'foils? — Confider 
this  well,  as  you  Tender  your  LIBERTY,  and  all 
that  you  hold  Dear. 

Before  I  conclude,  let  me  warn  you  againfl:  Force, 
Reftraint,  or  unjuft  Influence,  from  Men  in  Power. 
Thefe  you  may  not  only  expofe,  but  punifh.  If 
any  great  Man  can  be  fo  bafe,  as  to  have  Recourfe 
to  thefe  Meafures,  give  me  but  Information,  and 
by  putting  the  Laws  in  Force  againfl  him,  1  will 
make  him  feel  the  Exemplary  Punifliment  the  Law 
inflicts  upon  fuch  perjured  Parricides,  as  attempt 
to  fap  the  Foundation  on  which  they  Stand. 

BE 
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BE  F  R  E  E,  and  aflfure  yourfelves,  you  fhall 
ever  find  a  Zealous  Afiertor  of  your  Liberties,  an 
invariable  Friend,  and  a  mod  faithful  Servant,  in 

Tour  mofi  affectionate  Brother 

and 

Fellow-Citizen^ 

G.  Lucas. 
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To  the  Free  Citizens,  and  Free-Hol- 
ders, of  the   City  of  DUBLIN. 

S  every  Man's  Life,  Liberty  and  Property,  are 
but  precarious  and  lnfecurc,  who  does  not  know 
lomething  of  the  v_  onftitution  of  his  Country, 
io  every  Man*  who  wouki  fee  u  re  theie  BieiTings  to  hirn- 
fclf,  to  his  Neighbour  and  to  Pofterity,  mould  Hrft  e- 
quip  himfelf  with  th»  Knowledge  o!  the  Principles  of  that 
Policy  or  Government,  under  which  he  lives,  or  of  which 
he  is  a  Member  ;  as  the  belt  Shield  to  ward  againft  the 
Abufe  of  Power,  and  the  Incroachments  from  the  Great, 
to  which,  from  the  Corruption  and  Degeneracy  of  hu- 
man Nature,  the  interior  Members  of  Society  are  con- 
flanriy  expoied. 

v  Sincl  the  Bulk  of  rhe  CITIZENS  of  Dublin  want 
but  this  branch  of  u'eful  Knowledge,  to  make  them  vie 
with,  nay,  out-ihine  all  the  Cities  of  theie  Kingdoms,  in' 
exerting  the  Spirit  of  LittERTY,  by  Force  and  Fraud, 
too  long  fupprefftrf  among  them,  the  chief,  the  ible  Con- 
tent among  us,  MY  BELOVED,  MY  HONORED 
iiKPTMKEN,  fhould  be,  who  fhould  firft  lay  the  Con-' 
ibtution  of  our  Country  open  to  our  View,  and  explain 
the  Powers  and  Prerogatives  of  thofe  intrufi.  d  to  Govern^ 
and  the  Freedom  and  Privileges  of  thofe  to  be  governed. 
When  t'-efe  are  fully  known,  your  fteady  Virtue  cannot 
fail  in  retraining  the  one  and  fupporting  the  other  by 
proper  Mears  and  Bounds.  The  Standard  of  Liberty  mult 
jhen  be  raifed,  in  your  City,  and  it  can  never  be  in  the 
Power  of  Tyranny  or  Artifice  to  pull  it  down,  while  fuch 
Numbers  of  well  difciplined  FREEMEN  are,  voluntari- 
ly, inlifted  under  the  GLORIOUS  BANNER. 

It  would  be  well  for  our  Caufe,  as  well,  as  For  me,, 
that  fome  Body  better  qualified  for  this  exteniive  and  im- 
portant Undertaking,  would  put  a  Hand  to  it.  But,  tho' 
I  fhould  ever  be  ready  to  give  up  my  Charge  to  fuch  an 
one,  yet  till  he  does  appear,  at  the  hazard  of  expofing 
mine  own  Weaknefs,  i  muft  endeavour  to  manifeft  your 
Strength  and  to  afTert  your  Freedom.  The  Subject  it 
felf  muft,  in  a  great  Meafure,  infpire  the  meaneft  Capa- 
city \  and  fuch  Matters,  as  you,  muft  ever  fupport  him, 
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that  endeavours  to  do  you  Right,  however  weak  he  may 
prove  in  the  Attempt. —With  this  AfTurance,  1  venture 
to   precede. 

1  At  the  Creation,  Man  was  formed  a  rational  and  free 
/Igent.  GOD  prefcribed  no  fpecific  Form  of  Govern- 
ment. And,  confequently,  trufted  the  Inititutioji  of  Po- 
licy, or  civil  Society,  to  Man,  whom  he  had  endued  with 
rational,  1  may  fay,  God  like  Faculties  •  and  whem  he  in- 
truded with  the  abfolute  Dominion  of  all  the  terreftrial 
Creation. 

Before  the  Law  given  by  GOD,  thro'  Mcfes,  to  the 
Jews,  none  other  was  known  to  Man,  but  that,  which 
was  Interwoven  with  his  very  Be'ig,  the  Law  ot  Nature 
or  Reafon  •,  which  may  well  be  called  the  GREAT  O- 
R1GINAL  LAW. 

In  this  State  all  Men  are  perfectly  Free,  equal  and  Inde- 
pendent :  Plaving,  as  in  one  Family,  a  Common  Right  to 
all  the  Goods  of  the  Univerfe. 

•;  Every  Man,  in  this  State,  has  an  unccntrohble  Liber- 
ty\  to  difpofe  of  his  Perfon  or  PofTelTions  \  but  not  to 
deiiroy,  debafe  or  abufe  himfelf,  nor  any  of  the  Crea- 
tures in  his  PofiTeffion  ;  nor  to  anoy  any  Creature  whatfo- 
ever  j  except  for  fome  more  wife  and  noble  End,  than  its 
bare  Prefervation.  Hence,  no  Man's  Will,  alone*  can 
authorife  him  to  injure  any  Part  of  the  Creation,  and 
much  lefs  to  prejudice  any  Fellow- Creature,  in  his  Life, 
Health,  Liberty,  Property  or  PoffefTions. 

Tho'  this  Great  Law  of  Reafon,  as  every  Man,  that 
fairly  confults  it,  mud  perceive,  forbids  every  -tendency  to 
Evil,  and  direcls  and  enjoins  every  Individual,  to  do, 
ftrictly  and  religioufly,  the  Duties  of  bis  Sphere,  in  Life, 
to  his  C  R  E  A  T  O  R,  to  his  Neighbour  and  to  himjelf, 
yet  it  has  not  been  found  fuflicicnt  to  reftrain  the  Difor- 
ders,  to  which,  the  whole  Society  was  liable  to  be  expo- 
fed,  by  the  irregularity  of  any  one  refractory  Member,, 
For,  as  the  Law  ufelf  might  be  but  little  known,  or  un- 
derftood,  by  fome  Capacities,  and  as  little  regarded  by  o- 
thers,  no  certain,  temporal  Punifhments  attending  the 
Breaches  thereof  j  fo,  Life,  Liberty  and  Property,  became 
precarious  and  of  little  Value,  till  means  to  defend  them, 
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to  obtain  Satisfaction,  and  to  revenge  Injuries  and   Da- 
mages done  them,  were  afcertained  and  eftablifhed. 

Thus,  as  the  ill  bounded,  or  ill  directed  Paffions  of 
Man,  impelled  him  to  commit  Violences,  and  to  make 
Breaches  in  the  Law  of  Nature,  the  inftituting  human 
Laws,  upon  the  Foundation  of  the  great  Original  Law, 
and  to  afcertain  and  Support  it,  became  indifpenftbly  ne- 
cellary.  And  this  for  Strength,  and  mutual  Preiervation 
and  Security,  naturally  prompted  Men  to  run  together 
into  Societies,  and  to  coriftitute  Rules  and  Forms  of  Go- 
vernment, as  the  only  lure  means  of  obtaining  and  fecur- 
ing  that,  which  is  the  great  end  of  civil  oociety,  the  well 
be,  rig  g)  tie  whole  Community. 

Hence,  all  Nations  of  the  World  form'd,  and  enter- 
ed  Into,  fome  Scheme  of  civil  Government  •,  and  fram- 
ed or  fubmitted  to  Laws,  as  the  beft  bond  of  Society. 
And  tho'  all  Men  be,  by  Nature,  free,  equal  and  inde- 
pendent ^  and  are  not  to  be  put  out  of  this  Ejtate,  with- 
out their  own  Conjent,  and  then,  no  further,  than  is  a- 
greeable  to  the  Law  of  Nature,  as  before  obferved  •,  yet, 
it  was  found  necefTary,  for  the  common  good  of  all,  that 
every  Individual  fhould  join,  and  form  one  Community, 
or  Body  Politic  ;  and  by  throwing  his  private  Stock  of 
Liberty  and  Power,  into  the  Hands  of  a  certain  regular 
Society,  as  fo  much  Treafure  in  a  joint  Stock  or  Fund  in 
Trade,  to  be  laid  out  for  the  joint  Benefit  and  Support  of 
the  whole  Community,  and  to  be  difpenfed,  in  fuch  Man- 
ner and  Proportion,  to  every  Member,  as  the  Society, 
or  Body  Politic,  fhould,  from  time  to  time,  judge  fit  and 
expedien:  \  always  making  the  good  of  the  whole  the  prin- 
cipal and  unalterable  Rule  and  Motive  of  all  their  Actions. 

In  this  Aflbciation  commenced  the  vifible,  original 
Cutnpacl  between  Man  and  Man  ;  by  which  every  Indivi- 
dual is  bound,  under  the  ftricteft  Obligations,  mutually 
to  love  and  fuccor  each  other  -,  and  all  become  fubject 
to  the  juft  and  free  Determinations  of  the  Majority. 
Hence  the  VOICE  of  the  PEOPLE  was  ever  efteemed 
SACRED. 

By  this  Compaff,  the  following  Requifites,  to  Civil 
Society,  were  obtained  :  Firft,  a  known,  ejtagltjhed  Law, 
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as  the  unqueftionable  Standard  of  Right  and  Wrong,  and 
the  common  Meafure  for  deck!  ng  all  Controverfies  be- 
tween Party  and  Party.  Secondly,  a  known,  indiffet  ent 
Judge,  with  Authority  to  determine  all  Differences,  ac- 
cording to  the  known  Law.  And,  thirdly,  A  Power 
to  fupport  the  judicial  Sentence,  and  to  carry  it  into  Acti- 
on, or  Execution. 

From  thefe  Principles,  and  for  thefe  Intentions,  and 
for  none  other,  were  Civil  Societies  and  Governments 
nrft  inftituted.  For,  as  GOD,  in  his  fuperabundant 
Wifdom  and  Juftice,  mud  have  iurnimed  his  Creatures 
with  all  things  necefiary  lor  their  Wellbeing  on  Earth, 
and  as  he  preicribed  no  pofuive,  or  fpecific  Form  of 
Government,  which  yet  became  abfolutely  neceflary  for 
fupporting  and  maintaining  Society,  free  from  Confufion 
and  Diforder,  fo,  it  is  plain,  that  the  actual  Formation 
of  Political  or  Civil  Society,  as  Clay  in  the  Hands  of  a 
Potter,  was  left  entirely  to  Man  -,  in  whofe  Mind,  with 
other  rational  Faculties,  the  Primary  Matter  or  Prin- 
ciples of  Government  were  implanted  •,  in  like  manner, 
as  the  Primary  Matter  of  the  moft  ufetul  Metals  is  laior 
deep  in  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  fo  embodied  with  Stones, 
and  other  foreign  Subftances,  that  it  is  not  to  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  Stone,  Earth,  or  ufelefs  Drofs,  till  it  is  fe- 
parated  and  refined.  But  neceflity  put  Man  upon  Inven- 
tion ;  fo  that,  by  Art  and  Induftry,  thofe  Metals  came 
to  be  feperated  and  refined,  from  the  grofs  Malies  of  rude 
Matter,  with  which  they  were  mixed  and  combined,  and 
to  have  their  Rates,  Values  and  Ufes,  in  Life,  afligned 
and  afcertained.  This,  as  well,  as  ^ivil  Society  or  Go- 
vernment, may,  not  improperly,  be  looked  on,  as  a  Se- 
condary Formation  of  thefe  Creatures,  by  the  Art  of  Man. 

It  cannot  be,  here,  material,  to  us,  to  consider  what 
Policy,  or  what  Kinds  or  Forms  of  Government  were 
inftituted,  by  any  other  People,  than  thofe  of  our  MO- 
THER NATION,  BRITAIN-,  whofe  Laws  and  Pri, 
vileges  were  granted  to  this  Kingdom,  upon  the  Eftab- 
lifhment  cf  the  firfl  Britifh  Adventurers  in  it,  and  con- 
firmed for  ever,  by  feveral  fubfoquent  A  els  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  as,  in  the  fequel,  will  appear.     I  (hall,  therefore, 
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in  profecuting  this  Subject,  confine  my  felf  within  thcfe 
Bounds,  except  where,  for  Lomparifon,  it  may  be  ne- 
ceflfary  to  make  a  fhort  Digreflion. 

Tho'  there  is  no  Record,  fo  antient,  as  to  fhew,  when 
the  Brit  ante  Conjiitution  commenced,  which  is  an  un- 
doubted Proof  of  its  Antiquity,  yet  it  mud  have  had 
itsOngine  andProgrefs,  like  other  Societies.  It  is  enough 
for  me  to  obferve,  chat  it  is  row  univerfally  allow'd,  and 
thank  GOD,  undeniable,  that  Our  Government  was 
founded,  on  the  Principles  of  Liberty,  by  A  WIS  E, 
A  FREE,  and  A  BRAVE  PEOPLE.  And, 
that  no  Part  or  Member  of  the  State  has,  or  can,  juftly 
or  lawfully,  exercife  any  Powfr,  or  Authority ,  but  what 
is  derived  from,  and  held  in  tntfifor,  THE  PEOPLE  \ 
who  are  ths  confeffed  Origine,  or  Spring  of  the  SOVE- 
REIGN POWER,  which,  for  the  ea/ier  and  better  Dif 
penfation  and  Execution,  THEY  have  committed  into  the 
joint  Hands  of  three  Eftates,  fo  Jramtd  and  attempered,  as 
to  be  Checks,  the  one  upon  the  other  •,  THE  KING, 
LORDS  AND  COMMONS,  IN  PARLIA- 
MENT ASSEMBLED-,  Which  conftitute  the 
GREAT  CORPORATION,  orBODY  PO- 
LITIC of  the  Nation.  This  will  appear  the  moil 
wife,  the  mod  equal,  the  mod  juft,  the  mod  perfect 
Form  of  Government,  that  now  fubfifts  upon  this  Globe. 
A  gloricus  Conflitution  !  In  which,  all  the  Parts  are  free 
in  their  allotted  Stations  !  all  are  Members  of  the  mod 
happy  Community,  and  Servants,  one  of  another  !  Even 
xhtfirft  and  great  Ejtate,  the  KING,  tho'  far  gi  eater  than 
any  of  the  known  Men  <rchs  of  the  Earth,  in  this,  that 
HE  GOVERNS  FREE  MEN,  by  their  own 
Eletlion,  and  Laws,  they  Rule  Slaves,  by  Arbitrary  porce 
and  Vi.Lnce  -,  yet  is  he  but  the  FIRST  and  GREAT- 
EST SERVANT  of  the  State! 

Give  me  leave,  to  enter  into  a  more  particular  detail 
of  the  Beauty,  Strength  and  Excellency  of  this  Conflitu- 
tion. Which  I  mutt,  however,  do  but  briefly,  as  well, 
for  your  fake,  as  mine  own  :  For  to  go  minutely  into 
this  great  and  copious  Subject,  and  treat  expresfly  on  eve- 
ry Article,  is  not  only  beyond  my  Sphere,   but  beyond 
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the  Scope  of  my  Leifure  ;  for  many  Volumes  could  not 
contain  the  Difquiiition.  I  mud,  therefore,  content  my- 
felf,  with  touching,  concifely,  upon  the  Original,  Effen- 
tial  Principles  of  our  Conititucion,  and  then  upon  our 
Government,  in  general.  In  which  the  great  Ongmal 
Contratl  between  the  People  and  the  Legijlainre  will  ap- 
pear, and  that  none  of  the  three  &jiatcs  can  incroach  upon 
the  Powers,  Rights  or  Privileges,  of  the  other,  nor  any 
of  them  feperately,  nor  all  of  tfiem  jointly,  can  invade 
thofe  of  the  People,  without  diitolving  the  Original  Con- 
tract and  reducing  the  whole  Con  iitution  to  Confufion 
and  Diforder,  or  to  a  State  of  Nature.  Whence  it  will 
follow,  that  it  is  the  mdifpeniable  Duty  of  every  indivi- 
dual, not  only,  to  fecpre  his  own  Poition  of  Liberty  and 
Rights,  but,  noon  all  Occafions,  to  cad  in  his  Mje,  to 
fecure  that  of  his  Neighbour^  and  in  general,  to  preferve 
that  Freedom  and  Independence  of  all  the  Parts,  and  that 
juft  Bai  lance  of  Power,  between  the  three  Ellates,  that 
muff,  always  be  neceilary  to  the  very  being  of  our  Go- 
vernment. 

Ik  this  I  mall  continue  LOCK,  COKE  and  ACHER- 
LEY,  Writers  of  the  molt  approved  Authority,  for  my 
Principal  Guides  ;  that  our  Antagonifts  may  not  be  able 
to  Charge  us  with  introducing  any  [novation. 

Though  our  Annals  cannot  IJiew  a  Point  of  Time, 
in  which  Parliaments,  in  fame  Form  or  other,  did  not 
ExifU  yet,  it  muft  be  contelfed,  that  prior  to  the  Efta- 
bii'hment  of  that  great  Aifembly,  the  Wife  Men,  who 
planned  our  Foim  of  Government,  mult  have  laid  down 
certain  efTential  Principles  of  the  Con  flit  ution,  never  to 
be  dimimfhed,  or  varied,  by  any  Power,  or  on  any 
Pretence  whatfoever : 

It  mud  be  utterly  inconfiftent  with  all  juft  Notions 
of  true  Policy,  to  fuppofe  the   Contrary. 

For   tho'  Man    was  left   in   a  State  of  Liberty,  yet, 

he  could  not  Pervert  it  to  a  State  of  Licentioufnejs.      Hs 

is,  in    all   Cafes,  retrained  by  the  Great  Original  Law, 

from  doing   Evil    to   himfcJf,  or  to    his    Fellows,  and, 

indeed   to  all   Parts   of  the  Creation,   as  has  been  befor- 

obferved  •>  io  that  it    is  plain,  that  no    Man  <^\n  give    r 
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Delegate  more   Power  to  any  Perfon,  than  he  himfelf 
actually  Potteries. 

This  muft  have  been  had  in  View,  when  our  wife 
Anceftors  formed  the  great  Corporation  of  the  Nation. 
They  muft  then  have  laid  to  their  Reprefentatives,  thus 
far Jhall your  Powers  extend,  and  no  farther.  And  there- 
fore, Previous  to  the  inverting  any  Man,  or  Body  of 
Men,  with  afovereign,  or  legijlative  Power,  the  following, 
being  the  ORIGINAL,  ESSENTIAL  PRIN- 
CIPLES of  our  Conftitution,  were  founded  and  Ef- 
tablifhed,  as  the  common  inviolable  BIRTH  RIGHT, 
the  1NDEFEAZABLE  HEREDITARY  PRIVI- 
LEGES of  the  People. 

I.  That  /^Life,  Liberty  and  Property  of  every  In- 
dividual Perfon,  whether  high  or  low,  Rich  or  Poor,  be 
equally  protetled  and  fecured,  together  with  a  General 
freedom  in  Trade  to  all. 

II.  That  no  Individual  may  fujfer,  in  his  Perfon^ 
Liberty  or  Property,  in  any  Degree,  or  by  any  other Mcans, 
than  by  Laws,  made  and  promulgated,  for  the  common 
good  of  the  Society,  to  which  he  has  given,  or  Jhall  give 
his  Affent,  by  his  Reprefentatives,  his  Neighbours  and 
his  Equals  being  his  Judges. 

III.  That  Juftice  and  Law  may  be  freely,  equally 
and  publicly  Adminiftred  to  all ;  and  not  denied,  fold 
or  delayed,   to  any. 

IV.  That  every  Individual  may  Defend  his  Perfon, 
his  Liberty  and  his  Property,  from  all  Injuries  and 
JVrongs  ;  and  oppofe  and  projecute  a*y  Man  what  fe- 
ver, that  fi  all  '>ffer,  give,  or  Caufe  to  be  given,  any  man- 
ner of  Offence*,  Injury  or  IKong,  till  he  obtains  Security 
and  Satisfatlim. 

V.  That  in  Cafe  of  a  Performs  being  Robbed  of  his 
Life,  or  of  his  Property,  the  Sun  and  Heir,  or  Brother 
and  Heir  of  the  Perfon  fo  Robbed  of  his  Life,  being  the 
Pany  grieved,  or  the  Perfon  fd  Robbed  oj  his  Property, 
may  have  a  Suit  or  Atlion  of  Revenge,  by  way  0/ Appeal  ; 
in  which  the  Offender  jhall  be  liable  to  be  punijbed  with 
Death,  without  Power  or  Authority  in  any  Perfon  what- 
fever,  to  interrupt  the  Profecution,  or  to  Pardon,  or  remit 
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the  Offence,  or  to  cbslrutl  the  Execution,  except  the  Pro- 
fecutor  alone. 

VI.  That  ?io  Man's  Life  may  be  put  in  Jeopardy, 
by  being  Obliged  to  S;.and  i  rial,  more  than  once,  for  one 
and  the  jane  Crime  ;  except  upon  Appeal. 

VII.  Tka-t  no  Man  may  have  an  Indtfeazable,  or 
unalienable  hereditary ,  Right  in,  or  to  Lands  :  It  being 
lmpoiTible  to  make  things  Perpetual  and  immutable, 
which  the  great  Author  of  Nature  has  decreed  Van- 
able  and  transferable. 

Thus  did  the  Wifdom  and  Virtue  of  our  Fore-fa- 
thers greatly  Provide  for  the  Happinefs  and  Glory  of 
their  lilue  !  making  the  abfolute  Safety  of  their  Lives, 
the  Independence  and  Security  of  their  Liberty,  Properly, 
Freedo?n  in  Trade,  and  other  common  natural  tiigbis,  not 
only  the  UNALTr- KAliLt  B  A  S  !  S  of  the  Ch 
vi'l  Cmslitiiiion,  but  the  Evident  Can fe  and  Intent  of  its 
lnfbtution. 

This  great  Foundation  being  laid,  and  the  general  Socie- 
ty having  become  too. numerous,  to  afLanble  and  Com- 
pleatthe  Intended  Su peril ruclure,  it  was  found  requiute 
to  inftitute  a  New  Form  of  Government,  or  to  appoint 
a  fmaller,  more  regular  Society,  or  Body  Politic,  to 
reprefent  the  whole,  and  to  invert  it  with  all  the  Powers 
of  the  People,  at  Large,  to  Provide  for  future  Emer- 
gencies, by  new  Laws,  by  Leagues,  by  Arms,  &c. 
Thefe  Powers  were  Vetted  in  the  PARLIAMENT, 
or  three  Estates  of  KING,  LORDS  and  COM- 
MON S,  joyntly^  not  fever 'ally  •,  and  infaperabh  ch'cum- 
fcribed,  by  thefe  FUNDAMENTAL  PRINCIPLES, 
and  by  die  ORIGINAL  CON  PR  ACT,  between  the, 
PEOPLE  and  the  LEGISLATURE,  So  that, 
tho'  ,the  Par  ham  nt  may,  and  ought  to  do  all  thirtgs 
neceffary  for,  or  tending  to  the  P/efe  vation,  improve- 
ment, llluftration,  and  Confirmation  o\  this  Cmsljiution  5 
yet  it  cannot,  in  any  manner,  or  Degree,  invade  or 
va  y,  much  Ids,  ViMv.e  or  Abrogate  thefe  ; 
inherent  Principle:  of"  our  C'mftitution,  without  Murder- 
ing the  Parent  that  give  ic  Birth  and  Sapping  the,  Fum- 
Wlaiion,  on  which  it  Stands. 

Ts-ais 
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This  will  appear  more  Plain  and  Evident,  when  I 
more  particularly  explain  the  Inftitution  of  the  Three  Ef~ 
fates,  which  1  mult  Poft-pone  to  the  next  Opportunity. 

Now,  YOU  SONS  OF  LIBERTY  !  JUST 
JUDGES  !  before  whom  Innocence  and  Virtue  can  no 
more  dread  to  Suffer,  than  Guilt  and  Vice  hope  to  ef- 
cape,  with  Impunity  •,  Permit  your  accufed  Servant  to 
Appeal  to  that  great  and  upright  tribunal,  on  whole 
Sentence,  alone,  depends  his  Happinefs  or  Miferv. 

-As  I  cannot  be  at  Enmity  with  any  Man,  who  is  not 
an  Enemy  to  Mankind,  and  to  himitlf ;  fo,  I  Prefume, 
that  there  is  no  Man,  io  much  my  Enemy,  as  not  to 
defire,  1  mould  rather  Stand  acquitted,  of  any  Crimes 
laid   to  my  Charge,  than  Condemned,  before  him 

I  do  not  think  it  Incumbent  on  me,  to  Plead  to  any 
Accufations  Jaid  in  the  Dark,  by  Perf.ns  unnown,  a- 
gainft  me.  Let  my  Accufers  come  openly,  Face  to 
Face,  as  our  Law  Directs,  and  when  the  full  Weight 
of  their  Teftimony  appears,  i  iliall  oyer  be  ready  to  a  - 
fwer  to  the  Charge.  Till  then,  I  muft  beg  this  com- 
mon Piece  of  Juftice  of  the  Public,  in  general,  that  they 
will  not  accufe  me  on  fpuriou.,  falfe,  or  on  any  Evi- 
dence, ur.heared. 

If  this  be  Granted,  anonymous  Writers,  and  Slanderers, 
thofe  worftof  Pirates,  will  be  treated  with  juft  Lont^mpt 
and  Difdain.— The  Man,  who  Corrects  me,  is  my  Friend, 
I  may  fay,  yours  too.  But  none  but  a  Fool  or  a  Knave 
can  attempt  to  Slab  him  in  the  Dark,  whofe«  Sole  Aim 
and  Ambirion  is  to  ferve  the  Public 

The  Dirt  thrown  by  fuch  Reptiles,  can  Sully  thofe 
alone  who  meddle  with  them,  otherwife  it  muft  all  fall 
back  again,  upon  their  own  congenial  Heads.  Therefore, 
keep    Clear  of  them. 

My  only  Solicitude,  at  prefent,  is  for  fome  Delicate, 
render  Minds  among  you,  who  are  moved  by  the  artful 
Aggravations  of  certain  defigning  Men,  to  Cenfure  me, 
for  my  lall  Addref%  as  if  I  had,  therein,  attempted  to 
exalt  myjelf  upon  the  Ruins  of  the  Character  of  ano- 
ther.  If  my    Humanity    could  not  Prevent  my  being 

guilty  of  fo  bafe  a  Vice,  as  this,  my  Pride  would  certain- 
ty 


[»] 

\y  keep  me  from  Stooping  fo  low.-— 1  am  Senfible, 
that  he  cannot  be  Worthy  of  your  Favor,  who  wants 
a   Foil. 

1  thirfk,  I  find  it  univerfally  allowed,  that  every 
Means,  of  informing  the  Judgments  of  the  citizens,  in 
their  Choice,  of  a  Representative,  ought  to  be  tried. 
Some  Body,  then,  ought  to  have  done  what  I  did,  and 
fince  no  body  elie  would,  it  became  as  much  my  Duty, 
as  that  of  any  other  Perfon  whatfoever  ;  and  the  rather 
mine,  becaufe  I  promifed  you,  in  my  firff.  Addrefs,  that 
I  fliould  poiTtively  fulfill  that  part  of  every  Citizen's 
Duty,  to  It  Slip  no  opportunity  of  conveying  \ucb  Trut.s 
to  your  tars,  as  may  be  ccnduc.ve  to  your  Freedom  and 
Wealth.  1  fubmit  it  to  your  Confideration,  whether  the 
laft  was  fucr,or  no*",  upon  the  Frinciples  of  our  Policy. 

But  1  hope  all  cavillers  at  this,  will  be  Silent,  when 
they  reflect,  that,  before  the  Gentleman  in  Queftion, 
declared  himfelf  a  Candidate,  or,  to  ufe  his  own  Words, 
before  he  had  the  Requejt  of  Jeveral,  and  the  Encourage- 
ment  of  many,  of  his  Fellow  Citizens,  unlefs  he  Means 
the  Aldermen,  only,  to  effet  himfelf  a  Candidate  \  he 
knew,  that  thofe  1  ruths,  would  be  Told,  by  a  Perfon 
v  ho  never  Regards  whether,  or  whom,  Truth  pleafes  or 
difpleafts.  And  if  he  did  not,  which  he  neither  can, 
r.or,  I  an  fure,  will  pretend  to  deny,  it  muft  be  the 
Fault  ot  one  of  his  own  Corps,  alone  :  Becaufe  I  o- 
penly  declared  to  an  Alderman,  before  I  had  any  thoughts 
of  Standing  Candidate,  that  if  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
mould  prefume  to  let  up  one  of  themfelves,  or  their  Mi- 
nions, for  the  Place  of  a  Reprefentative,  I  would  ex- 
pofe  all  the  Perfidy,  Fraud,  Corruption,  and  Ufurpati- 
ons  of  the  Board,  further  than  ever,  to  the  public  View, 
and  bring  their  own  favourite  Journal,  their  Monday 
Book,  to  Prove  the  Facts,  from  the  Year  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  eight,  to  the  prefent.  That  as 
for  the  Alderman,  he  then  Spoke  of,  as  a  Candidate, 
it  he  were  Cqi  up,  I  Told  him,  that  he  mud  exped  to 
See  the  Black  tiifiiry  oi  the  Years,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  ten,  to  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  aid  four- 
teen,  revived,  and  defired  he   would  Tcli   the  intended 
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Candidate  fo,  from  me;  becaufe  A/*  and  they  alone,  would, 
then,  be  anfwerable  for  the  Confluences.  Now,  1  a(k, 
at  whofe  Dour  does  the  Blame  of  telling  thi*  Truth  Fall? 
It  is  faid,  and  feared,  by  fome,  that  it  was  not  Pru- 
dent ^  by  which  they  mean  Politic,  in  me,  to  touch  upon 
that  Subject. ---When  Policy  comes  in  Competition  with 
Moral  ty,  or  Selj-Interefi  with  the  Public,  to  which  are 
We  to  attend  ?  Afk  your  own  Honed  Hearts.— You 
cannot  hclitate  in  adhering  to,  and  declaring  for,  the  lat- 
ter.— ri  his,  then,  have  I  done,  and  mud  always  Stea- 
dily Purfue.  I  can  only  fay,  that  1  fhall  never,  know- 
ingly, or  deOgnedly,  Advance  any  falihood,  but  fhall 
always  endeavor  to  Speak  Truth,  with  that  hJoldnefs 
and  Freedom  that  becomes  a  Citizen  ;  rt  which  Fads 
or  Declaiations,  no  Man,  worthy  of  your  Regard,  can 
poUiblv  be  offended. 

I  Thought  to  have  concluded  before  now  :  And 
I  mod  heartily  wiih  it  were  poflible  for  me,  to  lay  felf 
afide,  in  all  my  Addrefies  to  sou.  If  it  be  not  fo,  you 
mud  blame  thofe  that  are  the  Occafion  of  it,  fince  I  de- 
clare it  is  far  from  my  choice  or  defire. 

Their  HlGH  MIGHTINESSES,  our  Non-Con- 
fcript  Fathers,  at  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  are  greatly 
offended,  by  telling  Tiutb.  No  wonder,  indeed,  fincc 
by  that  their  intereft  muft  ever  fall,  at  the  fame  time 
that  yours  muft  Rife  by  it !  They  have  now  made  their, 
Intereft  and  yours  incompatible,  the  diametrical  reverfe 
of  each  other-,  both  cannot  therefore  Stand  together-,  they, 
or  you,  muft  Fall.  .Strange  !  that  Men.,  whofe  Houfes 
are  made  of  Glafs,  mould  begin  to  throw  Stones!  But 
they  are  now  reduced  to  their  laft  Shifts.  They  know, 
that  if  they  cannot  return  fome  ok'  them/eh  es,ov  their  faft 
Friends,  to  reprefent  tkem,  not  -,ou,  in  Parliament,  they 
muft  foon  be  undone  -,  and,  if  they  mould  fucceed,  that 
you  are  undone,  by  their  Ufurpations  being  confirmed, 
or  Cloaked,  till,  by  length  of  time,  they  obtain  the 
Sanction  of  Laws. 

Though  all  the  Creatuers  and  Tods  of  thefe  Mock 
Potentates,  or  thefe.  Green  Bills  who  Qaw  and  Gape  for 
the  Places  that    ill-gotten   Power,    or   Ufurpation   has 

put 
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put  into  the  Gift  of  tbefc  Jhaip  Patricians  >  fhould  Con- 
fpire  with  their  rude  Cries  to  Drown  my  Voice,  or 
with  their  tainted  Breaths  to  Kiail  me,  I  muft  tell  one 
Piece  more  of  Modern  Aide)  manic  Hiftory.  1  hope 
no  good  Man  can  be  offended,  that  I  cannot  in  Com- 
ply far.ee  to  their,  or  any  other  M<  n  mPr,wer,  give  up,  or 
ceafe  to  aflert  Truth,  Juflice,  and  UUrty,  in  any  Inftance. 

Since  rhe  Spirit  of  Liberty  has  fo  glorioufly  animated 
the  generality  of  the  Citizens,  as  to  determine  them  to 
revive  the  Freedom  of  Ekffi  ns,  and  tQ  chufe  a  Repre- 
fencatiVe  for  his  F  erfonal  Merit,  not  for  his  Acqiiifttwns 
of  Fortune,  or  venal  Titles.,  or  Station,  I  thought  it  an 
Honor  to  cooperate  with  my  Free  Fellow- Citizen .%  and, 
therefore,  inftead  of  private  Solll citation,  inftead  of 
chamber  mg  or  influencing  the  Fieclors,  by  the  ordinary 
Methods  of  Time-fervers,  I  chofe  to  preterit  my  fclf  to 
the  feveral  Corporations,  in  their  public  Halls. 

My  Intent,  in  this  public  Application,  was  to  bring 
the  Election,  and  the  Merits  of  the  Candidates,  under 
juft  Deliberation,  in  the  general  Affemblies.  That  the 
feveral  Perfons  to  be  reprefented  may  be  enabled,  to  ele5l 
a  Repreientative,  from  jufi  Principles  •,  to  make  a  real, 
not  a  nominal,  Eleblion. 

For  this  purpofe,  I  attended  all  the  Corporations, 
that  have  affembled  publicly,  fince  the  Vacancy  ;  and 
endeavoured  to  lay  before  them,  a  Sketch  of  the  antient 
State  of  our  Forefathers,  in  this  Kingdom,  who  had  all 
the  Rights,  Liberties,  Privileges  and  Immunities,  toge- 
ther with  the  Benefit  of  all  the  Laws  of  England,  as 
well  Common  as  Statute,  and  a  Free  and  Jndepen- 
dant  Parliament  granted,  confirmed  and  eftablifhed  to 
this  Country,  for  them  :  Of  the  great  Happim  is  and  Ex- 
cellency of  the  Constitution  :  Of  the  Decays  thereof  and 
the  Breaches  made  therein  :  Of  the  Caufe  of  thefe  De- 
cays and  Breaches  :  Of  the  Means  of  reiloring  the  Con- 
ftitution,  or  preferving  the  Remnant  left  us  :  Of  the 
antient  Conftitution  of  this  City  :  Of  its  Strength  and 
Excellency  :  Of  its  prefent  wretched  State,  and  of  the 
Slavery  of  the  Citizens  :  Of  the  Caulcs  of  this  Wretch- 
ednefs  and  Slavery  •,  and  the  Means  of  reftoring  and  pre- 
ferving the  Conftitution,  and  the  Rights  of  the  abufed^ 

and 
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and  enflaved  Members.  I  endeavoured  to  mew,  that  all 
the  Evils  attending  us,  aroie  from  corrupting,  fubvert- 
in'g,  or  prddituting  Elections,  in  general  •,  that  no  Na- 
tion or  City  utterly  lofied  their  Freedom,  till  Men  got 
into  the  public  Offices  by  Bribery  and  Corruption,  or  "by 
(wider  influence  ;  that  the  Liberty  of  no  People  could 
poftibiy  be  fecurc  where  thele  vile  Practifes  prevailed  ; 
and  that  lofied  Liberty,  could  not  be  regained,  till  Free- 
dom in  Elections  was  reftored  and  edablifhed.  From 
thcic  Pofitions  I  -drew  the  natural  inferrences  and  tho 
Qualifications  of  a  fit  Reprefentative,  in  the  prefent 
critical  Conjuncture,  and  declared,  that  my  Zeal  for  the 
Caofe  prompted  me  to  offer  my  fell  to  their  Service. 

On  Tuelday  lad,  I  waited  upon  the  Guild  of  Mer- 
chants. 1  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  The  chief 
Magi ftr ate,  the  Head  of  the  great  Body  Politic  of  the  Ci- 
ty, and  his  Brethren  and  Council,  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
feated  at  the  Table,  with  all  the  Enfigns  of  Magidracy. 
It  was  the  fird  Jnflance  i  had  known  of  the  Head  and 
chief  Members  of  the  great  Society,  interfering  or  mixing 
with  one  of  the  Inferior.  And  L  mud  confef-,  it  did  not 
a  little  difconcert  me.  For  I  could  not  without  a  feem- 
ing  Indignity  to  MY  LORD  MAYOR,  addrefs 
the  May.er  of  the  Corporation,  nor  could  I,  without  an 
abfolute  Offence  to  the  Matter,  and  to  the  Corporation, 
which  he  there  reprefented  and  prefided  in,  Addrefs  the 
chief  Magidrate.  In  this  Dilemma,  1  refolved  to  do 
what  appeared  lead  evil,  and  therefore,  regardlefs  of  the 
Matter's  being  thus  eclypfed,  by  the  Power  and  Pomp  of 
the  chief  Magiftracy,  1  ventured  to  Addrefs  him. 

After  making  fome  Apology  for  the  Difadvantages, 
under  which  1  inuft  have  appeared,  to  fo  judicious  an 
Aflfembly,  after  the  two  Candidates  who  had  jud  addref- 
fed  them,  I  proceded,  as  far,  as  I  was  permitted,  in 
the  Courfe  and  Order  before  laid  down.  1  had  no  foon- 
er  touched  upon  the  Incroachmcnts,  made  upon  the  ' 
public  Liberties,  even  fo  early  as  the  Reign  of  Richard 
the  third,  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  than  their  prefent 
worthy  SuccefTors,  to  prove  their  Legitimacy,  or  at  lead 
to  fhew  they  had  adopted  the  Spirit  of  their  good  Pre- 
deceffbrs,  kindled  into  Wrath  and  Indignation.     My 
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Voice  being  tolerably  loud,  tho'  not  tuneful!,  drowned 
many  rude  Sneers  and  Snubs.  But  as  foon  as  I  touched 
upon  the  New- Hides ',  and  the  Grievances,  the  lyranies 
pra&ifed  under  the  Sanction,  or  Color  of  thefe  legal 
Shackles, by  the  Board,  the  Fury  of  Faction  bin  ft  forth,  like 
a  Torrent  upon  me,  and  then  the  Conteft  was  which  of  the 
Reverend  Beard  of  Aldermen  mould  beLoudeft  in  Sup- 
pressing the  Cries  of  Truth  and  Liberty.  But  fo  much 
of  the  ancient  Athenian  or  Roman  Spirit  of  liberty,  ap- 
peared in  the  C  tizens,  that  A-ompofe  that  great  Cor- 
poration, that  Faction  was  h'Jfed  and  filenced,  and  hear 
him  !  hear  him  !  hear  him  !  rung  thro'  all  the  Hall. 

Nothing  but  the  Countenance  of  fo  great,  fo  free,  fo 
brave  an  Ajfembly  could  have  fupported  me,  under  fuch 
a  Conflict,  tho'  I  was  no  Stranger  to  abufe  and  every 
kind  of  Oppofition,  from   that  Quarter. 

You  may  judge,  that  amidft  fuch  Interruption,  fuch 
Clamor,  it  was  not  eafy  for  a  Perfon,  who  had  no  con- 
certed, or  Written  Speech,  to  refume,  with  any  Regu- 
larity, the  Thread  of  his  Dikourfe.  However,  I  en- 
deavoured to  Procede,  after  having  anfwered  the  Cla- 
mors of  as  many  of  the  Aldermen ,  and  their  Minions, 
as  Spoke  intellgibly.  Yet,  in  every  Attemrt,  I  was 
dill  interrupted  and  infulted,  by  thefe  Gentlemen,  till 
they,  at  length,  forced  the  Matter  to  quit  the  Lhair. 
But  fo  great  was  the  Majority  of  the  Free  and  Inde- 
pendent Brethren^  and  fuch  their  Sprit,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  refume  the  Chair,  and  to  hear  me  come  to 
a  Conclufion,  as  well,  as  the  Hurry  and  Warmth  1 
mult  have  been  put  into,  would  permit.  The  Alderman 
that  gave  me  moil:  Oppofition,  partly  gained  his  Point, 
for  I  did  not  touch  upon  the  Blue-Coat- Hofpital  •,  in 
which  it  would  have  appeared  that  he  is,  contrary  to  the 
Charter,  a  Tenant  to  that  Corporation,  and  if  he  has  not 
lately  Paid  it,   owes  upwards  of  £500. 

Thus  much  1  thought  neceilary  to  inform  you,  in 
general  Let  more  difinterefted  Perionj>  give  you  the 
Particulars. 

It  muft  furely  be  worth  your  enquiry,  why  thefe 
Gentlemen  Rage  in  this  Manner  ?  Why  they  mould 
AfTemble  and  appear  in.  this  formidable  Manner,  when 

the 


[  .6  ] 

the  Election  of  a  Mafter  for  that  Corporation,  the  Re- 
gularity and  Validity  of  which,  they  would,  in  an  other 
Court,  prefume  to  judge  ot.;,  and  the  Election  of  a 
Member,  to  feive  this  Lity  in  Parliament,  were  to  be  in 
contem;  lation  P  Why  this  utter  Averlion  to  clearing  up  the 
State  of  the  City  ?  And  the  fear,  that  any  but  an  Alder- 
man, or  a  Creatine  of  their" ill  gotten  and  abufed  Pow- 
er, mould  be  returned  to  ferve  in  Parliament  ?  Why 
floes  the  drawing  the  Characters  of  tyrants  gall  thefe 
Reverend  Sages  ?  For  if  there  be  no  tyrants  in  the  City, 
thefe  Characters  are  but  imaginary,  and  therefore  mould 
give  none,  but  thole  who  are  confeious  of  Guilt,  Of- 
fence. The  cafe  is,  while  the  Aldermen  can  lay  out  the 
City  RsvetweSyXn  defending  and  fupporting  their  Tyrames 
and  Ufurpations,  as  they  did  in  the  late  Suit,  when  the 
Commons  were  obliged  to  have  recourie  to  Begging,  to 
Support  the  Caufq,  they  can  keep  us  long  enough  at 
Bay,  to  get  all  their  Abufes  and  Incroachments  confirm- 
ed, but  they  know,  that  if  any  Perfjn  be  chofen,  who 
can  lay  your  Grievances  before  the  Parliament,  properly, 
their  Power  mult  foon  be  at  an  End,  their  Grandeur  fall, 
and  confequently,  your  Streng:h  and  Freedom  be  reftored. 
For  my  Part,  their  (terming  and  raging  no  more  affects 
me,  tiian  the  {welling  of  an  inraged  load,  whofe  Venom 
Jails  upon  its  own  Bowels.  If  1  could  wifh  to  filence 
them  and  their  Impotent  Writers,  it  would  be  only  to 
fupprefs,  or  mortify  my  Pride;  becaufe  fuch  Oppofition 
and  abufe  may  pofifibly,  tho'  infenfibly,  make  me  think 
my  fc\f  of  greater  Confequence  than  I  really  am  :  For 
nothing  can  raife  my  Pride  more,  than  being  the  Object 
of  the  hatred,  Indignation  and  Envy  of  all  bad  Men,  ex- 
cept your  Regard  and  Approbation.  And  fince  both  are 
to  be  obtained  by  the  fame  Means,  to  wit,  afTerting  Truth, 
Jufiice  and  Liberty,  you  may  depend  upon  the  Steady 
Perleverance  of, 

MY   MUCH    HONORED    BRETHREN 
AND    FRIENDS, 
Your  moft  fincerely  affectionate 
Brother  and  bellow-Citizen, 

and  moft  faithful! 
Dublin,  Sept.  and  moft  devoted  Servant 

15th  1748.  C.  LUC  AS. 
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A  fifth  Addrefs  to  the  Free  Citizen*,  and 
Free-holders,  of  the  City  of  Dublin. 

IN  my  fourth  Addrefs  to  you,  my  a  ost  fsteemed 
Bret*  ken  and  FELLow-CiT  tZr  \s,  I  endeavour- 
ed fo  lay  down  fome  ftiort  Sketches  of  the  Online 
and  Foundation  of  L\v\\  Society,  in  general,  and  fome 
fhort  Abftracrs  of  the  Principles  of  the  Bntjh  Govern- 
ment, in  partirular.  I  fhall  row,  purfuant  to  n  y  Pro- 
mife,  endeavour  to  explain  the  hfluution  of  the  great 
Body  Corporate  of  the  Nation,  in  the  three  E.tates,  of 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons  and  fhew  how  far  the 
Powers  of  Each,  ftverally,  cr  refpe&ively,  and  of  all 
Jfoyntly,  extend,  or  are  Ciixumfcnbed,  by  the  Original 
Contract,  or  by  Law. 

It  is  not  poflible  to  eftablifh  any  Government,  without 
vetting  fome  Degree  of  abidute,  or  Legijlathe^  and  exe- 
cutive Power  in  fome  Body,  or  in  fome  part  or  other  of 
the  Community.  The  Wifdom  and  Virtue  of  our  An* 
ceftors  mines,  moft  confpicuoufly,  in  the  Creating  fuch  a 
Body,  and  vefhrg  it  with  fupreme,  or  fovereign  Power, 
not  only*  ftrictly  compatible  with  the  Original  Rights, 
liberties  and  Privileges  of  the  general  Community,  and  of 
every  individual  Member  thereof,  but  evidently  for  the 
Defence,  Support  and  Prefervation  of  fuch  Kights,  Liber- 
ties and  Privileges,  and  for  none  other  Purpoies.  In  this 
they  went  further  than  ordinary  human  Wifdom  general- 
ly reaches  ;  They  created  Reprefentatives,  feverally  diftin- 
guifhed  by  the  hrgheft  Marks  of  Dignity  and  Honor, 
and  inverted  with  full,  abfclute,  irrefift able..  Power,  of  do- 
ing every  imaginable  Good  to  their  Lonftituents,  render- 
ing it,  at  the.forne  tin\ie,  alMblutely  i-  compatible  with  their 
very  Efience",  to  do  any  Evil.  1  he  People  gave  the  Le«< 
gfflature,  ail  the.  Power  they  had  themfelyes  poflefltd-be- 
iore  ; "  they  could  have  given  i  o  morel:  For  as  Man  in  the 
State  of  Nature  could  only  have  had  d:ower  to  difpofe  of, 
and  to  defend  his  owry-petfon  and  ^iop  rty,  lin.itrd  by, 
the  great  Law  ot-NafUR^  with -ifcs  nftraiat,   that  he 
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fhov.ld.  not  deftroy  or  abufe  himfelf  or  his  Property,  or  Sub* 
je3  himfelf  to  the  Arbitrary  or  dejpotii  Power  of  another  ; 
and,  as  in  that  State,    no  Man  could  poflibly  have  any 
Power  over  the  Life,  Liberty,  or   Poflcflion  of  himfelf 
or  any  other,  .  more  than  the  original  Law  gave  him,  for 
the  Preiervation  and  common  Benefit  of  himfelf  and  the 
reft  of  Mankind  -,  (b  this  is  all  the  Power  he  does  or  could 
juftly  give  up,  or  transfer  to  the  Legiflature.     And  thus 
the  Lcg'Jlativi  Power  is  abfolutely  bounded  and  circumfcribed. 
For,  the  Obligations  of  the  Law  of  Nature  cannot  ceafe 
in  civil  Society  •,  on  the  contrary,   in  a  perfect  Govern- 
ment, they  muft  become  more  aclive,  and  be  better  and  more 
ftriclly  enforced  and  obferved,  and  mujt  eternally  and  equally 
kind  all  Men,  as  well  Legiflators,  as  others. 

This  may  well  be  called  a  God-like  Frame  of  Go- 
vernment, when  all  the  Parts  anfwer  tha  end  of  their  ln- 
ftittuion,  refpc&ively  ;  The  Almighty  Power  its  felf, 
being  li mi tted,  by  the  eternal  Rule  of  Right,  from  doing 
any  Evil,  that  being  againft  the  Divine  EfFence. 

On£  of  the  original  and  Supreme  A6te  of  Society  muft 
have  been  the  Confticution  of  the  Legiflature,  which  be- 
ing antecedent  to  all  pofitive  Laws  and  wholely  dependent 
on  the  Aggregate  Body  of  the  People,  no  inferior  Pow- 
er can  ever  alter  it. 

Our  Fathers  at  the  Inftitution  of  this  moft  perfect 
Form  of  Government,  mult  have  been  well  acquainted 
with  all  die  known  Forms  of  Government,  in  the 
World  ;  out  of  which,  like  Bees,  that  gather  Honey  from 
bitter  and  banefuil  Plants  and  Flowers*  as  well  as  from 
fwcet  and  healthful!,  they  chofe  and  Colleded  all  that 
might  be  really  ufcfull,  or  conducive  to  the  chief  End  of 
civil  Soc'-ety,  Good  'Government  •,  rejecting  all  that 
could  pofiibly  be  prejudicial  or  injurious  thereto. 

The  feveral  civil  Societies  known  in  the  World  are  Go- 
verned, cither  by  a  Democracy,  where  the  fupreme  Power 
is  lodged  in  the  People,  at  large,  or  veiled  in  Reprelen- 
tatives  or  Officers,  by  them  chofen  and  appointed  ;  as  in 
the  united  Provinces  of  Holland,  the  Cantons  of  Switzer- 
land, £?c.  By  an  Arifiocracy,  where,  it  is  vefted  in  the 
Nobility,. in  general,   or  in  a  few  fclcfted  out  of  them, 
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when  it  is  called  an  Oligarchy  ;  as  in  Venice,  Geneva^  &c. 
Or  by  a  M  narchj,   where  an  aofoiute,  arbitrary,  unhmit-r 
ed  Power,  as  Well  Legislative,  as  Executive,    is  afifumed. 
by,  or  Veiled  in  the  Hancis  of  a  fmgle  Nlan  •,    as  in  Per- 
Jia,  Turkey,  France,  Spain,  &c. 

The  firft,  as  liable  to  great  Confufion  and  uncertainty, 
was  juftly  reje&ed.  1  he  fe^Cond,  being,  liable  to  the  rail- 
ing many  Tytant^,  whhout  any  regular  Power  to  reftrain 
them,  was  not  to  be  truilcd.  And  the  third,  as  diametri- 
cally oppofite  and  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  Nature,  and 
being  fuch  a  Ruler,  as  was  given  of  old  to  the  Perverle  Jews, 
as  well. as  to  every  other  unworthy,  flavifh  Nation  fipce,  as 
a  Curfe,  was  of  all  other  States  the  mow  to  be  avoided 
and  abhorred.  It  was,  therefore,  mod  wife  and  juft  to 
take  from  all  thefe,  io  much,  as  might  conftitutc  a  Frame 
of  Government,  as  conformable  and  agreeable,  as  poftible  to 
theLaw  of  Nature:  Wherein  all  the  benefits  and  advantages 
of  thefe  Governments,  without  any  of  their  Evils  or  in- 
conveniences, may  be  found. 

For  this  purpofe,  fomethmg  mud  have  been  drawn 
from  each  of  the  three  Eftates  before  mentioned  ;  and  tfius 
an  Epitome  of  the  M.  narch'cal,  Ariftocr  atical,  and  Demo- 
crat  cal  Governments  was  drawn  and  Inftituted,  in  our 
three  Ell  at  s,  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  which 
Conjointly  form  the  Legislature, or  Great  Body  Po- 
litic of  the  Nation  :  For  tho*  to  each  is  alotted  certain 
diftinct " and  feperate  Prerogatives,  Powers  and  Privileges, 
yet  the  three  are,  indeed  and  in  name, but  one  Bo4y  :  For  we 
know  no  Legjflative  Power,  but  that  of  the  three  Eftates^ 
which  compofe  the   Parliament. 

I  fhall  better  explain  this  matter,  by  treating  each  Ef- 
tate   fe;xrately. 

I.    Of   the    Mona^chial  Eftate. 

From  Monarchy,  our  Wife  Fore-Fathers  contented 
themfelves  with  taking  little  more  than  the  name  and  form. 
They  chofe  an  Head  of  the  Community,  to  prefide  in 
their  Council,  and  to  Execute  their  Laws,  in  times  of 
Peace  *,  not  to  controle  ths  one,  or  make  the  other  ;  and 
to  conduct  and  command  their  Armies,  in  times  of  War. 
This  Supreme  Mag:Jirate^  zidckiej  General  they  dignified 
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with  the  Honors  and  Title  of  King.  All  the  Rights, 
Powers  and  Privileges  necerTary  to  Support  the  Regal 
Rank,  and  Sovereign  Dignity  of  this  great  Officer,  con- 
fident with  the  great  End  of  the  lnftitution,  now  called 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  were  annexed  •,  with  an.ab- 
fulute  Freedom  and  Exemption  to  his  Perfon,  from  all  co- 
ercive or  offenfive  Ach  ot  Violence  whatsoever ;  except 
on  his  committing  a  Breach  of  the  implied  or  written  Con- 
tract between  KiNG.and  rno;  J.  Jn  which  Cafe,  they 
have  referved  to  tiiemf.lve.%  and  conftantly  excrcifed,  the 
Power  of  dethroning  their  King,  and  that  of  appointing 
and   limiting  the  SucceffiOn  to  the  Throne. 

liT  ordar  to    n $raf t  thc:fe ' fql  mn  Con'mfts  on   the  Mind 
of  the  ehofe.i  or  appointed  Sovereign,  before  he  can  ex - 
crcife,  or  be  inverted  with,    the   Power  intended  for  his 
Office,  and  before  the  People  make  or  lenew  any  Covenant  ' 
or  Contract  with    him,   by  an   Qath  of  Fealty  or  Alegi- 
ance  to  him,  he   is  obliged  to  enter  into  a po/itive,  Solemn 
Contract  and  Covenant    with  them,  and  to  Swear  to 
them,  at  his  Coronation,  or  Induction  into  the  Regal  Of- 
fice-, to  the  following  Effect  •,  "  Thit  he  will  govern  the 
**  People  of  the  Realm  according  to  the  Statutes  in  Par- 
tc  liament  made,  that  is    by  the   Representatives  of  the 
"  People  ;  and  agreeable  to  the  Laws,  and  Cuftoms,  by 
"  them  eftabliffied  ;  that  he  will  caufe  Law  and,  Juftice 
"  in  Mercy  and  Equity  to  be  difpenied  and  Executed  ; 
**  that  he  will  protedt  and  maintain,  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
"  Power,  the  Laws  of  God,  the  true  Religion  and  Pro- 
"  feffion  of  the  Gospel,  and  tfte  general    Rights  and 
"  L i bert  i  es  of   all  the  PeoVle,  whether  Clergy  or  Lai- 

<c  />,  .without  DiftincTion". His    Prerogatives    give 

frm  all  the  Authority,  lowers  and  Privileges  that  arene- 
celfary  to  enable  him  to  maintain  the  Dignity  of  his  Cha- 
racter, and  to  preferve  his  Perfon  and  Family,  as  well  as 
to  govern  and  protect  the  People,  but  not  to  injure  or 
annoy  the  Office,  which  he  holds  irtTruft  for  the  People; 
nor  to  prejudice  or  injure  .their  .Perfons  or  Properties, 
in  any  Initance,  in  any  degree  :  The  fjrft  Principle  of  the 
Prerogative  being,  that  the  King  can  do  no  Evil  or 
Wrong,  to  his  People  j  for  all  his  Commands  contrary 
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to  Law  arc  null  and  void,  and  it  is  Penal  in  any  Officer  to 
execute  them.  His  Legifiative  Power  extends  no  iurtner 
than  to  the  giving  the  Royal  Alfent,  wich  is  necefFary  to 
conflitute  an  Act  of  Parliament.  He  may  refufe,  or  de- 
cline  giving  his  AfTent,  but  his  Denial  to  a  Bill  does  not 
amount  to  an  exprefs  Negative,  for  he  only  poft-  pones  it,  for 
Further  Confideration  and  Confutation.  Neither  Houfe  of 
Parliament  can  meet  or  fit,  without  being  called  by  the  King. 
For  both  Houfes  do  not  conftitute  a  Parliament,  tiil  oy 
the  King's  Writ  they  are  called  together,  and  till  the  three 
Efiates  meet,  and  thejirji  opens  the  Seffion.  After  whieh, 
he  is  no  longer  to  influence  them  by  hisPrefence,  or  other- 
wife  interfere  with  their  Confultations,  Proceedings,  or 
Debates,  till  lie  comes  again  in  Perfon  to  clofe  the  Seffion. 
The  calling,  continuing,  proroguing  or  diiolving  Parlia- 
ments is  intruded  to  the  King,  but  by  the  unalterable  Kule 
of  Right,  and  by  the  ^onltitution  or  the  R°alm,  Parlia- 
ments are  to  be  frequently  called,  and  are  not  to  be  in- 
terrupted in  their  proceedings,  by  Prorogation,  or  DiiTo- 
lution,  or  other  means  whatfbever  ;  nor  detained  fitting 
beyond  the  time  necefTary  for  compleating  the  public  bu- 
finefs.  The  King's  Proclamation  can  only  enforce  known 
Laws,  but  cannot  make  new  'ones,  nor  alter,  repeal  or 
abrogate  any.  Nor  can  his*  Patent  or  Commiflion  autho- 
rife  any  Man  to  act  againft  known  Laws  or  common 
Rights,  in  any  inftance.  As  Head  of  the  Common-wealth 
he  is  of  fuch  tra  fcendent  Dignity,  as  to  be  a  Corporation 
Sole,  or  Body  Politic  within  himfelr ;  whence  he  ft'les  him- 
felr, in  the  plural  Number,  We  or  our.  His  Teftimony 
of  any  thing  done  in  his  Prefence  is  equal  to  any  Record. 
The  King  is  invefted  with  the  Sovereign  Power  of  mak*. 
ing  War  and  Peace,  Leagues  and  Alliances  with  foreign 
States;  fabjtfi  nevertheleis  to  the  Animadverfions  ot  ei- 
ther Houfe  of  Parliament.  The  King  can  be  but  one, 
and  therefore  cannot  divide,  much  lefs  transfer  or  alie- 
nate the  Regal  Office.  Nor  can  he  bequeath  it  by  Will  to 
any.  For  whatever  Foreigners,  who  can  form  no  true  Idea 
of  our  Government,  or  what  other  ignorant,  corrupt 
Slaves  have  contended,  Our  King  is  no  otherwife  to  be 
looked  on  as  ^Monarch,  than  in  Diftin&ion  from  ueparcb^ 

one 


[7.3  . 

one  of  the  Governors  of  the  fevca  little  Common-wealths 
of  England  before  they  were  reduced  to  one,  under  Eg- 
bert, in  the  Year  819  Nor  is  the  Right  or  Title  to 
the  Crown  indef taxable,  that  is  not  to  be  defeated  or  made 
void,  as  fome  weak  Enemies  to  our  Conftitution  have  af- 
ferted.  It  is  i  nft  it  u  ted  a  conditima1,  limited,  hereditary 
Right,  which  can  have  Duration  or  Continuance  no  long- 
er, than  the  f  ruft  tacitly  or  exprcfly  repofed  therein,  and 
the  Original  Contract  to  perform  it,  are  fully -and 
fairly  obferved  and  kejSt.  Whence  it  follows,  that  the 
other  two  Eft  ate  s  muft  neceflarily  have  Power,  as  Cir~ 
eumftances  and  Exigencies  require,  to  remedy,  obviate 
or  prevent  the  Mifchiefs  that  may  accrue  to  the  Whole, 
from  the  MaI-adminiftrat:on  of  the  Regal  Office  ;  to 
reinftate  it,  whenfoevqr  it  becomes  vacant  by  a  total  Cef- 
ficn,  by  Abdicationy  lienunc  ation, Refignation,  or  by.  an 
entile  Failure  or  bxtnaon  of  the  Royal  Family,  for 
want  of  lawful  Heirs ;  and  to  point  out  and  limit  the 
Succefiion.  Without  this  Power,  in  theic  iwo  Efiates, 
there  coii'd  be  no  Ballance  bet  veen  the  Kintg  .and 
the  PeOi  le.  Nor  would  there  be  any  juft  provifion  a- 
gainfl  natural  Accidents,  or  Detects.  The  King  can 
fupply  Defects  m  the  Arijiocratlcal  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment, by  a  new  Creation  :  The  Democratical  part  is 
like  wife  provided  for  t  y  hlection  :  It  would,  therefore, 
be  an  Abfurdity,  to  fuppole,  a  power  wanting  to  reinfti- 
tute  the  Monarchical  Eltate,  which  being  in  a  fingle  Per- 
fon,  muft  be  mod  liable  to  Accidents,  Incapacities,  Fai- 
lures ot  Iffue,  C5V.  The  J  udicial  Power  of  the  Crown 
is  committed  or  delegated  to  the  Execution  of  certain 
Judges,  in  certain  Courts,  whofe  Power  and  Authority 
is  fo  afcertained  and  determined,  that  the  King  cannot 
relume,  lelTen,  or  alter  them,  buc  by  Acl:  of  Parliament. 
In  many  Cafes  the  King  awards  Rewards  and  Punifli- 
ments,  moderates  the  Rigour  of  Law,  and  pardons  Of- 
fences, againft  the  ^  rown,  but  not  again  ft:  the  general 
Conftitution.  But  he  cannot  pardon  Murder  upon  Ap- 
peal brought  by  a  Subject,  in  granting  Pardons  for  Fe- 
lonies and  other  Offences,  the  King  is  limited  by  Juftice, 
Mercy  and  Reafon,  or  the  Original  Law.    He  may  lay 
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an  Embargo  on  Shipping,  but  it  mud  be  only  for  the  ge- 
heralGodd,  not  to  diftreis  or  ferve  any  particular  fet  of 
Traders.  Ana  tho*  he  has  an  Intereft  in  every  Subject, 
and  a  Right  to  command  the  A t'tendai ce  and  Service  of 
every  Individual,  upon  general  Emerge;  c-es,  yet  can  he 
in  no  wife  difcharge  the  Right  of  any  oUjject,  command 
one  Penny  of  his  Property,  nor  pbftf  uct  him  in  obtaining 
Juftice  and  Right,  or  any  Benefit  of  the  Law,  ihougli 
againft  his  Royal  Perfon.  Flatterers  affect  to  call  the 
King  the  Fountain  of  Honor  :  Bur  they  may,  with  equal 
Truth  and  Reafon,  ftile  him  the  Fountain  of  Laws.  He 
is,  no  doubt,  intruded  with  the  Sover  eign  Dijpen/ation  of 
the  One,  as  well,  as  the  Execution  or  the  Other.  But 
both  muft  be  done  upon  certain  Enquiry  and  full  and  juifc 
Information.  The  King  creates  all  Ranks  of  Peerage,  out 
the  Actions  of  Men,  aione,  and  thefe  fully  atttitcd  and 
approved  by  the  Voice  of  the  People,  can  truly  enable  chr-in. 
For  the  King's  Grant  is  founded  upon  a  Recital  of  the 
Virtues  of  the  Perfon  to  be  dignified  with  a  '^Title  of  Ho- 
nor :  So  that  he  who  has  not  Virtue,  to  found  a  grant  up- 
on, may  indeed  be  made  a  Peer,  or  a  Knight,  De  Faffa^ 
but  not  Dejure.  The  King  nominates  and  appoints  Bi- 
fhops,  Judges,  and  all  Minilters  and  Officers  of  the  State, 
as  well  Civil,  as  Military.  He  may  Tound  or  create  Cities, 
Univerfities,  Burroughs  and  all  interfor  Bodies  Corporate 
and  Politic,  and  may  give,  or  conter  on  them,  every 
Power  and  Privilege,  confident  with  common  Right  and 
Law.  He  cannot  eitablifh  one  Body  Politic  to  the  pre- 
judice of  an  other  Nor  can  he  in  any  degree  annoy  the 
Life,  Liberty  or  Property  of  the  meanct  Subject,  ex- 
cept for  a  Breach  of  the  Law,  and  then  only  in  fuch  man- 
ner anvl  meafure  as  the  Law  expreflly  directs.  It  is  rot, 
therefore,  la  vf ull  for  the  Crown,  or  tor  any  Officer  thereof 
to  demand' or  raife  Money,  but  by  the  exprcls  Authority 
of  Law.  Wherefore  the  Kirg  is  obliged  to  afk  Aids 
of  the  Commons  to  Support  the  Eftablifhinent,  from  one 
Seffioh  of  Parliament  to  another. 

The  King  caneftabhOi  Fairs  and  Markets,  in  any  place, 
upon  itsb-Mi.gmicie  manifeft  that  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  any 
oxherV   -He  -can"  Coin  Money,  and  determine  its  Current 
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Value.  And, for  that  purpofe,he  has  a' property  in  all  Minds 
of  CjoW,  and  Silver.  He  is  virtually,  tho'  not  actually, 
pref  nt  in  all  the  Courts,  and  therefore  obliged  to  receive 
fcne  Petitions  and  Complaints,  and  to  determine  the  Suits, 
of  'all  the  Subjects  of  what  Rankfoever,  who  have  an  un- 
qu  tiiorrable  Right  to  petition  him  upon  all  Grievances 
from  ins  Miniitcrs  and  others. 

The  whole  Lands  of  the  Realm  are  fuppofed  to  be  the 
King's,  originally,  and  granted  by,  or  held  from  the 
(Crown,  All  Lands,  in  which  no  Subject  can  prove  a 
Property,  belong  to  the  Crown  ;  as  do  thofe  of  Per- 
fons  dying  without  Heirs.  To  him  likewife  revert  the 
Poffelfions  of  fuch,  as  are  found  guilty  of  the  unnatural 
Crime  of  Suicide,  as  well  as  of  Crimes  fubverfive  of  the 
CoiifHtution,  as  Treafon,  Rebellion,  &c. 

1  he  King  is  not  only  the  fupreme  Magiflrate,  but 
the  fupreme  Guardian,  the  Father  of  his  People.  Tho? 
all  his  Subjects  are  intituled  to  his  Protection,  yet  the  Per- 
sons and  Eitates  of  all  Orphans,  Infants,  Ideots,  and  Lu- 
natics are  Under  his  more  immediate  Protection  and  Ward. 

7  h*  King  has  fome  Privileges  Royal  inherent  to  his 
Perfon,  in  Suits  of  Law.  No  Action  can  lye  agairift  the 
King  i  'but  in  its  (lead  a  Petition  is  to  be  preferred  to  him 
in  Chancery.  And  it  is 'the  undoubted  Right  of  the  Sub- 
ject to  Petition  the  King  upon  any  public  Grievance,  or 
where  he  is  privately  injured  by  any  Officer  of  the  Crown, 
efpecially  when  agrieved  by  the  Sentence  or  Decree  or 
any  of  his  Judges,  in  the  Courts  of  Jultice.  No  P're- 
ifcription  of  Time  runs  againft  the  King;  nor  is'he  within 
the  Scatutes  of  1  ^miration  of  Actions.  No  Pofieffion  or 
Entry  can  bar  the  Crown.  The  King  may  fue  in  what 
Court  he  chufes  ;  but  he  cannot  be  non-fuit,  becaufe  he 
is  virtually,  tho'  not  actually,  prefent,  in  all  the  Courts^ 
The  King'is  not  to  be  deemed  a  Minor,  tho'  of  non-age  : 
For  in  him  the  Law  will  fee  no  Defect,  Negligence,  or 
Folly.       ;  ' 

The  Queen,  as  the  King's  Confbrt,  has  equal  Duty  and 
Refpect  paid  Her,  with  the  King  She  has  a  Privilege 
above  all  other  Women  in  the  Realm  -,  to  wit,  that  of 
purchafing  arid  felling  Lands  aad  Goods,  and  of  plead- 
ing or  being  impleaded  in  the  Courts  of  Law,  in  her  own 
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Name,  a<:  much  as  if  fl>e  were  in  the  Law  Term,  Feme 
$ek9  a  Ongle  or  unmarried  Woman. 

t  iuve  here  fumrned  up  the  principal  Parts  of  the  Lazu- 
^/Powers  and  Privileges,  called  the  Prerogatives,  of  our 
King,  with  their  Lawful  Mears  and  Hounds.  Jt  is  fur- 
ther allowed,  that  wherefoever  the  national  Law  is  fi- 
lcnt,  the  King  m  iy  do  any  thing,  that  is  found  confident 
with  the  Original  Lazv^  for  the  fafcty  and  Welfare  of  the 
Nation,  and  for  the  Honor  and  Intereft  of  the  Crown  , 
or  in  other  Words,  tending  ro  the  great  end  of  the  In- 
ftitution  of  this,  and  of  every  other,  civil  Society,  Good 
Government.  It  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  be  more 
extenlive,  it  mud  appear  fo  by  the  Records  of  Common 
Law  ;  which  has  {o  limited  and  afcertained  the  Royal  Pre- 
rogatives, that  they  cannot  take  away,  nor  prejudice,  the 
Inheritance  of  any  Subject.  And  the  bed  Inheritance  a- 
ny  Su1  >ject  can  h,\vc^  is  die  Law  of  the  Realm,  by  which 
his  Life,  Liberty  and  Property  are  fecured.  1  only  con- 
tend for  the  regal  Prerogative's,  being  limited.  The 
King's  Power  is,  certainly,  in  no  Inttance,  unlimited  or 
abjolute ;  it  can  be  but  Fiduciary  and  Extaitive  :  For, 
in  the  Execution  of  the  Regal  Office,  he  can  have  no  will 
or  Power,  but  what  is  derived  from  Justice  and  Law, 
and  whenever  he  Acts  upon  other  Principles,  he  degrades 
fcimf  If. 

The  Power  and  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown  being  laid 
down,  it  is  receflary  to  (hew  the  great  Regard  the  Con- 
ftuution  pays  the  King  He  is  the  Heal  of  the  Body  Po- 
Utic,  and  not  only  the  firft,  but  deemed  the  motfextellentoi 
the  three  Estates.  As  it  is  not  It  ft  in  the  Power  of  the 
King  to  injure  or  wrong  his  Subjects,  fo,  it  is  jufl  and  ne- 
cefiary  to  put  it  out  of  the  ?o wer  ot  the.  Subjects  to  difh- 
onor  or  annoy  the  Spvereig  i  For  tnis  Reafon,  befides 
the  high  Privilege  annexed  to  the  Crown,  in  Suns  at  Law, 
Crimes  againlt  tne  King  or  Qjeen,  or  prefumptive  Heir 
of  the  Crown  are  punifhed  further  and  more  rigorouly, 
than  any  others.  As  for  E*»  nple,  to  compafs  or  ima- 
gine, the  Death,  reftraint  or  bodily  prejudice  of  the  King,, 
Queen  or  their  Heir  Apparent  ;  to  Prqphefy  the  King's 
Death  •,  to  Violate  the  King's  Coafort,  or  ghat  ot  his  eldeft 
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Son,  or  his  eldeft  Daughter,  unmarried ;  To  commit  any 
hoflilc  A&  againft  the  King  ;  or  to  join  with,  or  Aid  his 
Enemies  •,  to  incite  Rebellion  or  Invafion  ;  to  counterfeit 
the  King's  great  or  privy  Seal,  or  his  Coin  ;  To  kill  any 
one  of  the  King's  Judges,  who  are  his  Reprefentatives,  in 
the  Execution  of  his  Office ;  to  call  the  King's  Right  and 
Title  to  the  Throne  in  Queflion;  to  declare  in  Favor  of 
the- Pretender  ^  to  Inlift  as  a  Soldier  to  ferve  any  foreign 
Power-,  to  oppofe,  by  Force  of  Arms,  the  Execution  of 
the  King's  lawful  Commands  and  the  Authority  of  his 
Sheriffs',  Conflables,  and  other  civil  Officers  ;  are  judged 
i;he  higheft  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors  by  our  Law  ;  by 
•which  the  Offenders  are  liable  to  be  drawn ,  hanged  and 
■quartered;  and  to  a  Forfeiture  of  Eftates  and  Goods, 

I  am  very  fenfible,  that  fome  of  the  former  Petitions 
will  ftagger  fome  weak,  ignorant  Minds,  as  if  they  Were 
Introductive  of  fome  Innovation  in  our  Syfkm  ot  Go- 
vernment. I  know  many  of  the  grovelling  Word- Catch- 
ers, who  Prolecute  me,  ai.dfeekto  intanglemeinmy  S,'e  ch, 
'will  fcan  this  over  with  the  utmoft  Perverfion  and  Ma'ig;  :- 

ty. Unhappy  Wretches  !  who  live  upon  the  Spoils  <JF 

their  Country  !  and  feek  for  Shelter  in  the  Furrows  and 
Chafms  made  in  a  broken  Conftitution  !  Who  know  that 
Flattery,  Corruption  and  Slavery  have  poifoned  the  State! 
Confefs  it,  and  contentedly  lick  their  Chains,  to  Cohcc  the 
Galls  they  have  made  !  Such  are  fit  only  for  Yokes  and 
Bondage  !  It  is  a  pittty  they  mould  be  {ct  Free.  They 
have  long  chofen  Darknefs  rather  than  Light,  becaufe  their 
deeds  were  Evil\  and  they  are  fo  ufed  to  fit  and  IVork  in 
Darknefs,  that  the  Light  muft  offend  them.  But,  thank 
Providence,  we  are  not  all  of  this  Mold.  And  while  there 
is  one  honeft  Soul,  who  thirds  for  Liberty,  let  it  be 
my  Tafk  to  lead  him,  till  he  finds  a  better  Guide,  thro* 
Crowds  of  dignified  Slaves,  in  gilded  Fetters,  or  the 
Multitude,  who  feck  to  be  iuch  ;  to  the  Fountain  of 
Truth  and  Liberty, 

No   Man,  let  his  Pretenfions,  or  his  Places,  be  what 
they  will,  loves  his  country  better  than  1.     It  is  this  that 
prompts  me  to  attempt  the  R  eftoration  of  her  Conftitu- 
tion to  its  natural  Strength  and  Vigor.   And  thib,  as  I  ap- 
prehend 


C    I*] 

prebend,  is  beft  done,  by  fhewing  the  Refpeclive  Offices 
and  Duty  of  every  part  of  the  Body  Politic,  as  the  only 
means  to  make  it  anfwer  and  keep  up  to  the  noble  Ends 
-of  its  Inditution. 

While  our  Kings  were  permitted  to  S^,  Feel,  Hear  and 
Under/land  with  their  proper  Organs,  thefe  Positions  were 
not  Strange.  The  true  Lovers  ot  our  Condi tution,  ftrong- 
Jy  inculcated  thefe  Principles,  and  rung  them  in  the  Ears 
or  the  Sovereign,  u^on  every  Occaiion. 

But  a  too  long  and  too  intimate  lntercourfe  with  certain 
polite  other  wife  fertile  Nations,  has  perverted  our  vei  y 
Language,  as  well  as  our  Morals.  From  them  we  have 
learned  among  many  other,  now,  fajhionable,  and  conse- 
quently genteel  Vices,  that  mod  abominable  and  baneful 
Vice,  Flattery.  A  Man  mud  have  a  mod  uncommon 
fund  of  S  jnfe  and  Virtue  to  be  full  proof  againd  this  fweet, 
Subtil  Poifon  The  good  Man,fupported  by  his  confeious 
Integrity,  does  nor  want  it,  and  of  courfe  dcfyifes  it  •,  but  it 
•is  the  only  comfort  and  fupport  the  bad  Man  can  have. 
He  therefore  ever  keeps  a  band  of  fervile  Flatterers,  thole 
Kiod  bafe  and  dedructive  Protlitut^,  in  full  pay.  Thefe 
pernicious  Vermin  always  purfue  Men  in  Power  j  and 
wherever  they  have  gained  Attention,  have  felJom  failed 
in  undoing  the  unhappy  Object  of  their  Adulation. 

This  is  fully  evinceil  in  the  Hiftoriesof  mod  Nations, 
Antient  as  well  as  Modern,  but  mod  evidently  by  many 
•Jnftances  in  the  Br  tijh  Hidory.  Such  Kings  as  kept 
free  of  Flatterers,  held  their  Ears  open  to  the  calls  of  Truth 
aftd  Liberty,  their  Eyes  intent  upon  the  Laws,  and  their 
Jiearts  upon  the  general  good  and  {ecurity  of  the  Co»- 
ftitution  pf  their  Country,  never  failed  of  edab- 
Jifhing  their  Thrones  upon  that  only  fure  and  lading 
Foundation,  the  Affections  of  their  People  •,  and  have  left 
fuch  lading  Monuments  of  their  Fame,  as  mud  render 
jtheir  Memories  dear  to  lated  Poiterity  :  Whereas 
thofe,  who  have  encouraged  Flatterers,  the  mod  expert  of 
.which  have  always  been  Foreigners,  modly  French  Men, 
Jiave  led  molt  mifrrable  Lives,  in  the  word  State  ot  War- 
fare ;  became  fufpecled,  or  avowed  Enemies  to  their 
people,  and  were,  in  Return,  hated,  defpifcd  and  oppofed 
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by  them  •,  and  in  the  End,  were  often  !;:  ought  to  fome  dif-\ 
graceful  State  of  Exile,  and  iometimes,  if  they  lived , 
long  enough  for  it,  and  were  not  reclaimed,  actually  cie-^ 
throne  J,  or  brought,  to  fome  ignominious  Death.  1  need 
not  mention  the  Heroes  or  Heroines  of  the  former  Clafs, 
Laft  I  may.be  fufpected  of  bordering  upon  Flattering 
the. Dead,  or  the  Living,  or  the  living  in  the  Dead.  Befides 
it  is  necdlefs ;  their  Fame  can  never  die.  But  leaft  the 
later,  mould  want  an  Index  to  the  many  Monuments  of. 
Infamy  and  Difgrace  they  have  left,  let  me  Name  f  >me 
of  thole  Tyrants,  who,  mod  audaciouHy  and  openly,  in- 
vaded the  Rights  ot  their  People,  and  broke  the  original 
Ccmpafly  and  every  Bond  Politic,  Moral  or  Religious, 
that  mould  have  reftraincd  them  within  their  proper  Pro-, 
vinces.  1  mall  not  trouble  you  with  going  further  back, 
than  the  JSrorman  Invafion,  commonly  and  falfely  called 
the  Conqueft,  and  you  will  find  the  black,  hateful  Lift 
(lands,  nearly,  thus  \  William  the  fir  ft,  John,  Henry  the 
third,  Edward  the  fecond,  Richard  the  fecond,  Charles 
the  firft,  Charles  the  fecond  and  James  the  fecond.  Thefe 
Kings  by  following  the  falfe  and  evil  Counfels  of  favourite 
Foreigners  and  Flatterers,  in  attempting  to  enflave  the 
People,  and  to  overturn  the  Confliuition,  wrought  their 
own  Deftruclion  and  Condemnation.  And  the  People, 
by  being  put  to  the  neceflity  of  exerting  their  natural 
Strength,  in  their  own  Defence,  weie  always  happily  able 
to  overturn  ths  Tyranny,  and  conle.juently  acquired  a 
renewal  of  then  Power  and  Liberties,  or  an  extent  of  their 
Barrier,  by  the  ftruggle  with  their  Tyrants.  Had  our  vir- 
tuous Anceiiors  tamely  bon.e  the  Tyranny  and  Ufur- 
pation,of  their  Kings, and  not  warmly  and  vigorously  oppo- 
f^\  every  Tendency  to^lavery,  there  is  nothing  more  proba- 
ble, than  that  we  mould  have  been  all  Bond/men  and  Slaves 
inftead  of  /ww,//?,  tor  his  Day  —Hence  take  timely  warning.. 
I  t  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  here,  that  the  now, 
ill-underftood  and  much  abufed  Party  Words,  Whig 
and  Tory,  took  life  in  one  of  thele  Struggles.  Thofe  who 
oppofed  the  Crown's  exercifmg,  or  ailuming,  r  anticonfti- 
tutional,  or  illegal  Powers,  were  called  Whigs  ;  and  thofe,. 
who  were  for  extending  the  Prerogative  to  abfolute  Powr 
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er,  were  called  Tories.  But  thefe  have  of  late  become 
parry  Appellations,  void  of  the  original  Senfe  and  Mean- 
ing. So  that  you  will  find  ab flute  Tories  among  thofe, 
that  are  row  called  Whigs,  and  downright  Whigs  among 
many  of  thefe,  now  called  -Tories.  Let  me  therefore  re- 
commend it  to  you,  to  explode  thefe  now  unmeaning 
Words.  And  as  it  may  prove  necefiary  to  keep  up  the 
like  Diflinclion,  give  me  leave  to  recommend  two  more 
exprcfive  Appellations,  for  the  two  Parties,  of  which  our 
Community  is  compofed.  Thofe  that  are  for  keeping  the 
ii  «i,as  we\\,ascvery  Member  of  thzBody  Pohtictoits  refpect- 
ivejuft  and  legal  Sphere  and  Function,  itrictly  and  regularly* 
are  true  Friends  to  our  Eftablifhment,  and  may,  with  due 
propriety,  be  called  Const  itutionists  ;  and  thofe  who 
are  for  extending  the  Powers  of  the  Head  or  Members  of 
the  Body  Politic,  beyond  the  Bounds  of  Law  and  Equity; 
or  for  unjuftly  or  unlawfully  curtailing  the  juft  Powers  or 
Puvileges  of  either,  muft  be  palpable  Enemies  to  our 
Government,  and  may,  therefore,  be  juilly  called  An- 
ticonstitutiomsts.  Thefe  Denominations,  in  my 
humble  Apprehenfion,  take  in  all  Parties  of  all  Religions 
and  ^eft»  among  us,  and  comprehend  the  only  Diftin&ion 
necefLry,  or  advifeable  to  be  kept  up  in  our  Society. 

Let  thofe  pliant  Temporifers,  who  are  for  advancing 
and  ftretchine  the  Power ot  the  Crown,  beyond  the  Li- 
mits circumfcribed  by  Law,  but  conficcr  the  evil  Tenden- 
cy of  their  Flattery  or  paffive  Difpofition.  If  Incroach- 
ittei.ts  horn  the  CrOwn  or  its  Mimfters,  upon  the  Rights 
of  the  Pc<  pic  have  heretofore  always  ended,  and  hereafter 
if  the  Spirit  of  L  iberty  be  not  quite  extinguifhed,  muft  end 
in  the  Difturbatices  and  Ruin,of  fuch Kings  or  Minifters, 
ah  have  prefamed,  or  mail  prefume,  to  violate  the  Confti- 
tutior  i  v:  d  frrne  times  have  totally  overturned  the  whole 
Frame  of  Government,  none  but  the  worft  of  Enemies 
can  iubmit  to  facji  ' Encroachment,  much  Jefs  encourage  or 
countenarcc  it.  And  when  it  is  considered,  that  the  pre- 
fent  Royal  Family  were  called  to  the  Head  of  our  Govern- 
ment, by  the  Voice  of  a  Brave,  F^ee  People,  from  Con- 
ftitutional  Principles,  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  Tyranny  and 
the  ru'overfion  ot  the  State,  can  there  be  a  worfe  comple- 
ment paid  them,  or  a  greater  Injury  offered  them,  than  to 
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ftrain  or  extend  the  King's  Power  beyond  the  legal  Bounds 
of  the  Prerogative,  by  which  he  has,  already,  every 
Power  and  Privilege  neceffary  for  fupporting  the  Honor 
and  Dignity  of  the  Regal  Office  ard  the  Royal  Family* 
and  for  defending  and  preferving,  but  not  for  annoying, 
the  Lives,  Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  Subjects?  Who 
would  not  wifh  to  continue  under  fuch  a  Governmei  it  * 
where  every  Member  mud  be  free  if  he  be  but  Virtuous ! 
But  the  Beauty  and  Excellency  of  this  Conftitution  will 
more  fully  appear  when  we  come  to  open  the  two  other 
Eftates,  which  I  fhall  endeavor  to  do  in  order. 

1  cannot  conclude  this  Paper,  my  Most  beloved 
and  honored  Brethren,  without  exultirg  in  the  Spi- 
rit of  1  aberty,  which  now  appears  predominant  in  all  yout* 
public,  as  well,  as  private,  Tranfactions  It  affords  aglo^ 
nous  Profpecl:  of  the  Security  and  Continuance  of  our 
fnoft  excellent,  our  unparallelled  Eftabli foment.  H  you 
perfevere,  there  is  nothing  moe  certain,  than  that  you  wiil 
reftore  the  Freedom  of  Elections,  in  your  City,  if  not  in 
the  whole  Kingdom,  by  your  Example  •,  without  which, 
your  whole  Frame  of  Government  muit  hang  in  perpetu.il 
Jeopardy.  It  muft  be  ourownFaults  if  we  do  not  vie  w.ic^ 
nay,  excell  old  Athens  or  Rome,  in  Sentiments  of  Liberty. 
For,  befides  the  Advantages  of  a  better  civil Cotiftiturjc.--,, 
we  have  the  glorious  Light  of  the  Christian  Dispen- 
sation," that  inimitable  Charter  of  Eternal  Liberty, 
offered  to  all  Men,  to  which  the  'A  intents  were  Strangers. 
By  the  proper  Ufe  and  Applicati-  h  of  tbefe  great  BleiTn,g% 
we  may  reafmably  hope  to  excell  the  Greeks  and  Romans^ 
asfarasthey  furpaffed  all  other  People,  in  Virtue  and  Liber- 
ty. And  if  the  Spirit  that  now.  appears,  tho\  yet,  in  its 
Infancy,  among  you,  be  duly  cheiiflbed  and  Supported,  I 
fee  no  Reafon  to  doubt  of  the  Name  of  a  Criiren  of  Dub- 
lin becoming  as  venerpble^  as  fa*red,  as  ever  that  of  aa 
Athenian- or  Roman  has  been. 

Remember  then,  My  dearest  Friends,  that  every 
Membtr  of  our  Community  has  x\  hiiefeazvbk  hereditary 
Right  to  Liberties  and  Privileges  beyond  thofe  of  any 
People  upon  Earth.  That  we  are  all  by  Law,  as  well,  as 
by  Nature,  as  Free  and  as  Independent,-  as  Kings  ; 
wJbile  we  fulfill  the  Duties  of  our  reipecUve  Stations  and 
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Provinces  in  Life^  and  that  our  Kinb,  in  the  Truft  and 
Dignity  of  his  Office,  tranfcends  all  other  Kings  and  Em- 
perors on  the  Globe,  as  tar  as  we  excell  all  other  Subjects 
in  Liberty  •,  fo  that  he  may,  not  unjuftly,  be  called  a 
ICing  of  Kings,  while  mod  of  the  Mighty  Monarchsof 
other  Nations  are,  properly,  but  the  Matter:  of  a  herd  of 
Sfyves. 

Let  us  now, My  Brethren,  blefs  divine  Providence!  By 
whofe  fpccial  Favor  our  Lot  is  cafi  in  this  Land  of  Liberty ; 
vih-re  every  Man  is,  or  maybe,  Free,  there  being  no  legal 
Reftraint  on  apv,  but  unjuft.or  evil  Actions.  Let  us  not 
be  fo  brutifhly  felfifh,  as  to  content  ourfelves  with  the  en- 
joying t  of  thefe  Blefiii  gs,  for  the  prefent,  or  in  our  own 
Perfons  •,  biit  let  us,  like  faithful  Stewards,  hand  them  en- 
tire, down  to  Pofterity,  as  the  btft,  the  only  valuable  In- 
heritance we  can  leave  them.  This  is  the  indifpenfable 
Duty  of  every  individual,  who  would  be  looked  upon,  as 
a  Chriftian,  as  a  Citizen,  or  as  a  Man.  The  Taflc  is,  not 
only,  eafy,  but  delightful.  It  is  but  every  Member's  ful- 
filling the  Duty  of  his  allotted  Station,  averting  his  Por- 
tion of  Liberty,  concurring,  one  with  another,  in  the  public 
Good,  and  feeing  that  every  part  of  the  Body  Politic  dis- 
charges its  refpeclive  Function,  faithfully,  or  within  due 
Bounds,  and  all  is,  all  muft  be  well.  Combine,  Mv  best 
beloved  Friends,  unite  in  the  principles  of  Virtue,  true 
Religion,  Liberty  and  Loyalty  •,  fo  fhali  neither  the  Ty- 
rants of  this  World,  nor  even  the  Gates  of  Hell  ever  be 
able  to  prevail  againft  you.  Which  are  the  wifhes  and 
Prayers  of* 

Tour  tncft  off tftionate  Brother, 
Dublin  0<5h 
sift.  1748.  and  Fellow-Citizen* 

and  mcft  Faithful  Servant  ; 
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A    SIXTH 

ADDRESS 

T  O    T  H  E 

FREE    CITIZENS, 

AND 

FREE-HOLDERS, 

O  F    T  H  E 

City    of    DUBLIN. 


MEN  and  BRETHREN, 

TH  Et  Matters  which  1  have  afierted  in  my  fifth 
Addrefs,  being  of  the  utmoft  Confequence  to 
you,  I  fhall,  as  well,  for  your  Satisfacton,  as 
to  filence  all  contentious  Cavillers,  before  1  go  upon  ex- 
plaining the  other  Two  Eftates,  offer  you  the  main  Evi- 
dence, on  which  the  principal  Aflertions  therein  are  found- 
ed. 

This  I  fhall  do,  by  tracing  out  the  Original  Contrary 
and  giving  you  fome  Sketches  of  the  Hiftory,  of  the 
principal    Charters  or  Statutes  of  Liberties,  granted  or 
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parted,  in  England,  which  relate  to  us  •,  particularly  a  fair 
Tranflation  of  King  John's  MAGNA  CHARTA. 

i  (hall  begin  with  William  the  Norman\  commonly  and 
untruly  called,  the  Conqueror  ;  and  produce  fome  authen- 
tic Teftimony  of  what  our  Conftitution  was  then,  by  him 
cdhfeued  and  declared. 

This  illegitimate  Tyrant  y  by  Force  of  Arms,  pofferTed 
himfelf  of  abiblnte  Power,  in  England-,  and  by  the  Strength 
or  Foreign  Mercenaries,  for  fome  time,  iupprclFed  the 
common  Rights  of  the  People,  and  dallied  the  national 
Conftitution  in  (under. 

But,  wifely  judging  a  Titul  b  Conquest  very  precarious, 
he  chofe  to  exchange  it  lor  a  conftiiutional litule  So  wav- 
ing and  declaiming  all  Right  and  \  ltule  to  the  Crown,  by 
ConqueJl,  without  prefuming  to  make  any  Variation,  or 
Alteration  in  the  fundamental  Principles,  or  efTential  Form 
of  this  Conftitut.on,  or  Government  ;  he  entered  into  the 
Original  Contract  with  the  People  \  covenanting  to 
govern  them  by  the  good,  approved  and  antient  Laws  of 
the  Realm.  And  it  is  evident,  that  foon  after  this  Cove- 
nant, he  called  and  held  Commune  Concilium  Regni, 
the  Two  FJiates  of  Lords  and  Commons,  fince  called  the 
Parliament,  and  pafTed  feveral  Statutes.  But,  particularly, 
the  memorable  one,  in  the  fourth  Year  of  his  Reign, 
which  was  in  the  Year  of  Chrift  1071,  called  his  MAG- 
NA CHAkTA  •,  of  the  principal  Paragraph,  of  which, 
the  following  is  a  juft  Tranflation. 

"  We  will  and  agree,  that  all  the  Freemen  of  the 
whole  Monarchy  of  our  Kingdom,  mail  have  and  hold 
their  Lands  and  PofTeflions,  peaceably  and  freely,  from 
every  unjuft  Exa,cf ion,  and  from  every  Tax.  So  that  no- 
t  \\  ig  fhall  be  taken  or  exacted  from  them,  except  their 
.Free  Se  vice,  which  they  ought  of  Right  to  do,  and  are 
bound  to  do,  tor  U%  as  it  is  ftatuted  and  conceded  to 
them,  as  their  Hereditary  Right  for  ever,  by  Us 
aid  Oui  Common  Council,  of  Our  whole  Kingdom." 

It  muft  be  confefled,  that  this  King,  as  well  as  many  of 
his  Succeflprs,  violated  this  facred  Bond,  and  governed  Ar- 
bitrarily,    ijut  it  is  as  obfervable,  that  the  Spirit  of  Liber- 
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ty  was  fuppreflfed,  not  totally  extinguifhed  :  That  the 
Lords  and  Commons  ftrongly  adhered  to  the  national 
Conftitution,  and  watched  for  every  Opportunity  of  avert- 
ing and  vindicating  it  :  That  they  often  admitted,  fome- 
times  invited  to  the  Throne  fome  promifing  Princes,  who 
fhewed  a  willing  Mind  and  Intention  to  reltore  the  Con- 
ftitution,  regardlefs  of  fome,  who  did  not  understand  or 
regard  it,  tho'  they  flood  nearer,  in  Confangui- 
nity  and  the  ordinary  Line  or  Defcent.  Of  thefe 
we  are  furnifhed  with  fundry  Examples,  in  the  fiibfequent 
Reigns.  William  the  fecond  and  henry  the  firft  were  p  > 
ferred  to  their  eldeft  Brother,  Robert  Duke  of  Noma.  ; 
Stephen  and  Henry  the  fecond,  to  Maud  the  Emprefs ; 
John,  to  Arthur i  the  Son  of  his  elder  Brother  Jeffery  arl 
of  Anjoy,  Henry  Duke  of  Lane  after,  to  the  Hbt)fe  of  York; 
with  many  others  of  later  Date. 

An  other  Charter  or  Statute  of  the  Rights  and  Liberties 
of  the  People,  was  granted  o  pafTed  by  :>enry  the  firft  at 
his  Coronation,  in  the  Year  i  100  and  a  Duplicate  thereof,' 
under  the  great  Seal,  was  frnt  to  every  Sheriff  in  England, 
From  the  only  one  of  thefe,  which  efcaped  the  fucceeding 
Convulfions  of  the  Government,  and  which  tell  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  above  an  hundred 
Years  after,  were  drawn  the  Heads  of  that  great  Statute, 
called  Kingjohn's  Magna  Chart  a,  which  was  agreed  on, 
and  paffed,  by  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons,  at  Run- 
ning-Mead, in  the  17th  Year,  of  his  Reign,  and  put  under 
the  Great  Seal,  as  the  ftrongeft  and  mofl  conclufive  Evi- 
dence of  the  Facts  therein  contained,  that  may  be  pofll- 
bly  produced,  by  the  Subject  againft  the  Crown. 

As  the  pafiing  this  Charter  i%  a  Matter  of  the  laft  Mo* 
ment  to  all  his  Majefty's  Subjects,  as  welt  as  to  you,  My 
Brethren,  I  judge  it  proper  to  give  you  fome  Account 
of  its  Rife  and  Progrefs. 

John,  upon  the  Death  of  his  Brother  King  Richard,  tak-> 
i>g  the  Advantage  of  the  Minority  and  Weaknefs  of  his 
Nephew  Arthur,  and  his  Niece  Eleanor,  both  Orphans,  the 
lfTue  of  bis  elder  Brother  Jeffrey  Earl  of  Anjou,  the  Ne- 
phew not  above  1 3  Years  old,  feifed,  and  pofTerTed  himfelf 
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of  Normandy i  and  fought  after  Anjou,  and  other  Territo- 
ries of  this  young  Prince.  Upon  an  offer  and  folemn  Pro- 
mifes  and  Engagements  made,  to  rejtore  all  Men  to  their 
Rights  and  Liberties  and  to  govern  by  the  national  Conflttu- 
tion,  he  was  preferred  and  called,  by  the  Lords  and  Commons 
to  the  Throne.  He  was  but  ill  eftablifhed  in  his  foreign  Do- 
minions,and  was  neceflkated  to  demand  the  Attendance  and 
Affiftanceof  his  Briiifh  Subject  •,  in  fome  of  his  Expeditions 
into  France  ;  which  they,  judging  it  illegal,  and  anticonf* 
titutional,  juftly  declined  :  And  the  rathtr,  becaufe  all  the 
principal  Places  of  Honor,  Profit  or  Truft  in  the  State, 
were  then  granted  to,  and  pofTefTed  by  French  Men,  to 
the  utter  Difcontent  of  the  Enghjh  •,  and  becaufe  our  Kings, 
fince  the  Norman  Invafion,  ftrongly  retained  a  Taint  in 
their  Principles  of  Government,  from  that  of  France  •, 
where  being  ufed  to  govern  defpotically,  they  frequently 
attempted  to  eftablifh  the  fame  arbitrary  Power  in  Eng- 
land, which  the  People  could  not  bear,  and  therefore,  on 
all  Occafions,  oppofed. 

John,  difpleafed  at  his  Britijh  Sitbjetls,  refufing  Atten- 
dance and  Aids,  in  his  Expeditions  into  his  foreign  Domi- 
nions, refolved  to  punifh  them  Arbitrarily,  and  to  impofe 
Taxes  on  them,  as  he  might  on  his  French  Vajfals.  And, 
accordingly,  in  the  fourth  Year  of  his  Reign,  by  the  Ad- 
vice of  his  French  Minions  and  Minifters,  he  impofed  an 
h    vy  Tax,  and  exacted  it,  with  the  utmoft  Rigor. 

This  violent  Afjumptwnot  Arbitrary  Power  foon  alarmed 
the  People*,  and  they  bravely  oppofed  it.  ThcLords  head- 
ing the  Co  unions,  levied  War  againft  the  King,  after  hav- 
ing waited  patiently,  by  milder  Means  to  reclaim  him,  for 
about  f  ^  Years,  in  vain.  For  he  like  other  Tyrants,  took 
Advantage  of  the  feeming  paflive  Difpofuion  of  the  Peo- 
ple, to  impofe  and  levy  highei  Taxes  upon  them  *,  So, 
that,  when  the  civil  Wars  commenced,  the  King  was  able, 
by  theTreafure  he  had  thus,  unlawfully  amafTed,  to  wagS 
War  againft  them,  and  to  keep  foreign  Mercenary  Troops 
in  pay,  to  enflave  his  People 

Before  the  King  brought  his  Mercenaries  to  engage  with 
the  Militia,  under  the  Barons,  he  was  prevailed  on,  by 
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Stephen  Lang  ton,  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  to  forbear  a 
while,  and  to  call  a  Parliament,  in  which  Langton,  laid 
before  them  the  Charter  of  Henry  the  firft,  before-menti- 
tioned,  in  which  the  hereditary  Powers,  Rights,  Liberties 
and  Privileges  of  the  People  were  eftablifhed  and  fet  forth. 

The  Parliament  difpatched  all  the  Bufinefs  of  this  Sefli- 
on,  in  Order  to  confider  of  proper  Means,  during  the 
Recefs,  of  afTerting  their  conftitutional  Rights,  agreeable 
to  the  above  Charter. 

In  the  mean  time,thcKing  was  called  to  vifit  his  favorite, 
foreign  Dominions.  The  Barons  and  Commons,  taking 
the  Advantage  of  his  Ablence,  met  at  St.  EdrnuncTs- 
Bury\  and  there  form'dan  Affociation,  to  ufe  all  Means  for 
the  Reltoration  and  Re-eftablilhment  of  the  Conftitution 
of  their  Country. 

Upon  the  King's  Return  home,  the  Barons  and  Com- 
mons, in  a  Body,  loyally  attended  him,  and  petitioned  him, 
to  rejiore  their  Rights,  agreeable  to  Henry  the  firft' s  Char- 
ter. He  mildly,  artfully  eluded  their  Demands,  by  tak- 
ing three  Months  time  to  confider  of  it.  At  the  Time 
appointed  to  receive  the  King's  Anfwer,  the  People  affem- 
bled,  and  marching  towards  Oxford,  were  met  by  a  Mef- 
fenger  from  the  King,  who  defired  to  know  their  De- 
mands ?  They  gave  him,  in  Anfwer,  a  Schedule  of  their 
Rights,  from  the  above  Charter  •,  upon  reading  which,  the 
Kingflew  into  a  violent  Paflion  and  gave  them  a  pofTitive 
Denial.  The  People,  enraged  at  this  difappointment,  pro- 
ceded  to  the  feifing  on  the  King's  Caftles,  Lands,  &c. 
The  King  finding  himfelf  quite  forfaken,  pretended  Peace, 
received  and  approved  preliminary  Articles,  orCapitu^ations, 
from  the  People,  which  he  agreed  to,and  figned  withh'.s  Seal. 
Some  time  after,  he  called  a  Parliament  at  Running- Mead, 
where  the  following  Statute,  agreeable  to  the  faid  Articles, 
and  declaratory  of  the  antient  Rights  and  Liberties,  of 
the  Subject,  was  made  and  pafled,  like  orher  antient  Sta- 
tutes, in  the  Form  of  a  Charter,  to  which,  the  great  Seal 
was  affixed,  and  to  feveral  Copies  or  Duplicates  thereof, 
which  were  Sent  to  all  the  Sheriffs  of  England,  with  or- 
ders to  publifh  and  obferve  this  great  Renewal  of  the  Law. 

The 
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The  following  is  a  Tranflation  of  one  of  the  Orignals 
of  this  great  Charter,  ftill  by  God's  Providence,  perfectly 
p  refer  ved  in  the  Col  torn  an  Library,  tho'  it  has  been, 
by  the  publilhers  of  Statutes,  Inftitutes  of  Law,  &V.  ti- 
midly   or  artfully  omitted,   or   overlooked. 


THE 


THE 

Great  Statute 

O  F     T  HE 

RIGHTS  and  LIBERTIES 

O     F 

ENGLAND, 

Commonly  Called 

MAGNA  CHARTA- 

SECT.     I. 

70  H  N,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  England, 
Lord  of  Ireland,  Duke  of  Normandy,  Aquitain, 
and  Earl  of  Aujou  ,  To  the  Archbiihops,  Bifhops, 
Abbots,  Earls,  Barons,  Juftices,  Foreilers,  Sheriffs, 
Provofls,  Minifters,  and  all  his  Bailifs  and  his  Lieges, 
Greeting :  Know  Ye,  That  We,  in  the  Frefence  of  God, 
and  for  the  Health  of  our  Soul,  and  the  Souls  of  all  our 
Anceftors,  and  of  our  Heirs,  and  for  the  Honor  of  God, 
and  the  Advancement  of  Holy  Church,  and  for  the  A- 
mendment  of  the  Government  of  our  Realm,  by  the  Ad- 
vice of  our  venerable  Fathers,  Stephen  Archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, Primate  of  all  England,  and  Cardinal  of  the  holy 
Church  of  Rome,  Henry  Arch-Bifhop  of  Dublin,  William 
Bifhop  of  London,  Peter  Bifhop  of  Winchefter,  Jofcelin 
Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Glaftonbury,  Hugh  Bifhop  of  Lincoln  9 
Walter  Bifhop  of  Worcefter,  William  Bifhop  of  Chejter, 
Benedicl  Bifhop  of  Rochesler,  and  Mailer  Pandutyb  Sub- 
deacon  of  our  Lord  the  Pope,  and  of  our  Friead  and 
Brother  Eymerrc  Mailer  of  the  Order  of  Knights  Tem- 
plars in  England ;  And  by  the  Advice  of  our  Noblemen 
William  Earl  Marfhal,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  William  Earl  of 
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Salisbury,  William  Earl  of  Warren,  William  Earl  of  Arun- 
del, Alan  of"  Galloway,  Conftable  of  Scotland,  Warm  Fitz- 
Gerold,  Peter  Fitz- Herbert,  Hubert  de  Burgh,  Steward  of 
Foitlou,  Hugh  Nevill,  Mathew  hitz-  Herbert,  I  homas 
BaJJett,  Alan  Bajfett,  Philip  D'  Aubenie,  Robert  de  Ro- 
pe!, John  MarJhal,John  Friz-Hugh,  and  of  our  other  faith- 
ful Commons. 

§.  II.  Have,  in  the  firft  place,  conceded  to  and  confirm- 
ed to  God,  by  this  our  prefent  Charter,  for  Us  and  for 
our  Heirs  for  ever-,  that  the  Church  of  England  mail  be 
Free,  and  mall  enjoy  all  her  Rights  and  Liberties  unhurt ; 
and  fo  is  our  Will  it  fhall  be  obferved,  which  appears,  tor- 
afmuch  as  we,  before  the  Difagreement  between  Us,  and 
our  Barons,  had  granted,  of  our  mere  and  free  Will,  the 
Liberty  of  Elections,  which  was  repined  to  be  greatly  ne- 
ceflai  y  to  the  Church  of  England,  and  had  confirmed  the 
fame  by  our  Charter  ;  and  moreover,  had  procured  the 
lame  to  be  confirmed  by  our  Lord  Pope  Innocent  the  third, 
which  both  we  will  obferve,  and  we  will,  that  the  fame  be, 
bond  fide,  obferved  by  our  Heirs  for  Ever. 

§.  III.  Wfi  lave  alio  conceded  f\.  e.  Agreed)  for  us, 
and  our  Heirs,  that  all  the  Freemen  of  our  Kingdom 
fhall  have  and  hold  to  them,  and  their  Heirs,  for  ever,  of 
Us    and  our  Heirs,  all  the  Liberties  under  written. 

§.  IV.  I>  any  of  our  Earls,  or  our  Barons,  or  others, 
that  hold  of  us  in  Chief  by  Knight  Service,  fhall  die,  and  at 
the  Time  of  his  Death,  his  Heir  mail  be  of  full  Age,  and 
Relief  be  due,  he  fhall  have  his  Inheritance  by  the  An- 
tient  Relief  •,  ( to  w/V  )  the  Heir,  or  Heirs,  of  an  Earl, 
for  an  entire  Earldom,  i  oo  Pounds,  the  Heir  or  Heirs  of 
a  Baron,  for  an  entire  Barony,  100  Marks,  the  Heir,  or 
Heirs,  of  a  Knight,  for  a  whole  Knight's  Fee,  100  Shill- 
ings at  moft,  and  where  lefs  is  due,  k-fs  mail  be  Paid,  ac- 
cording to  the  Antient  Cuftoms  of  the  feveral  Tenures. 

&  V*.  So  alio,  if  the  Heirs  of  any  fuch  (ball  be  within  Age, 
and  in  Ward,  they  fhall  have  their  Inheritance  when  they 
come  of  Age,  without  Relief,  and  without  Fine. 

&  VI.  The  Guardian  of  the  Land  of  fuch  Heirs  as 
fhall  be  within  Age,  mall  not  take  any  Thing  out  of  the 
Land  ot  the  Heirs,  but  only  the  refonable  Profits,  reafon- 
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able  Cuftoms,  and  reafonable  Services,  and  that  without 
Deftruclion  and  Wade  of  Men  or  Goods. 

§.  VII.  And  if  we  fhall  commij;  the  Cuftody  of  any 
fuch  Land  to  a  Sheriff,  or  any  other  who  ought  to  an- 
fwer  to  us  the  Profits  thereof ;  and  if  he  fliall  make  De- 
ft ruction  or  Wafte  of  that  Wardfhip,  we  will  require  of 
him  Amends,  and  the  Land  fhall  be  committed  to  two 
Lawful  and  Difcreet  Men  of  that  Fee,  who  (hall  anfwer 
for  the  Profits  to  us,  or  to  him,  to  whom  we  mail  .^f- 
fign  the  fame. 

§.  VIII  And  if  we  fhall  give,  or  fell  to  any  Perfon, 
the  Cuftody  of  any  fuch  Land,  and  if  he  fhall  make  De- 
ftruclion  o-  Wafte  therein, ,  he  fhall  lole  the  Cuftody,  and 
it  fhall  be  delivered  to  Two  lawfull  and  difcreet  Men  of 
that  Fee,  who  fhall  likewife  anfwer  to  us,  as  is  abovefaid. 

§.  IX.  So  alfo,  the  Guardian,  fo  long  as  he  fhall  h  old 
the  Cuftody  of  the  Land,  fliall  fuftain  the  Houfes,  Parks, 
Ponds,  Pools,  Mills,  and  other  Things  to  that  Land  ap- 
pertaining, out  of  the  Profits  of  the  fame  Land,  and  fhall 
render  to  the  Heir,  when  he  fhall  come  to  full  Age,  all 
his  Land,  well  flocked  with  Ploughs  and  Wains,  accord- 
ing to  what  the  Time  of  the  Wainage  (hall  require,  and 
the  Profits  of  the  Land  may  reafonably  afford. 

§.  X.  Heirs  fhall  be  married  without  Difparagement  ; 
yet  fo  that  before  Matrimony  be  contracted,  the  fame  be 
fhewed  to  the  next  of  Kin  of  the  fame  Heir. 

§.  XI.  The  Widow,  after  the  Death  of  her  Hufband, 
fhall  forthwith,  and  without  any  Difficulty,  have  her  Mar- 
riage, and  hfT  Inheritance  -9  neither  fhall  She  give  any  thing 
for  her  Dower  or  for  her  Marriage,  or  for  her  Inheritance ; 
which  Inheritance  her  Hufband  and  fhe  held  on  the  Day 
of  her  Hufband's  Death,  and  fhe  fhall  remain  in  her 
Hufband's  Houfe  forty  Days  after  his  Death,  within  which 
her  Dower  fliall  be  Afligned  to  her. 

§.  XII.  No  Widow  (nail  be  obliged  to  marry  herfelf, 
whilft  fhe  fhall  be  willing  to  live  without  a  Hufband  •,  yet 
fo  as  me  give  Security,  that  fhe  will  not  Marry  herfelf 
without  our  Confent  if  fhe  holds  of  us,  or  without  the 
Confent  of  her  Lord  of  whom  fhe  holds,  if  fhe  hold  of 
any  other, 
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§.  XIII.  Neither  we  nor  our  Bial-ffs  willfeize  any  Land 
nor  Rent  for  any  Debt,  fo  long  as  the  Goods  of  the  Deb- 
tor are  fufHcient  to  pay  the  Debt  ;  nor  Jhall  the  Sureties  of 
the  Debtor  be  diftrained,  fo  long  as  he,  the  Principal 
Debtor,  is  fufficient  to  pay  the  Debt. 

§.  Xi  V.  And  if  the  Principal  Debtor  fhall  fail  in  Pay- 
ment of  the  Debt,  the  Sureties  fhall  anfwer  the  Debt ; 
and,  it  they  will,  they  fhall  have  the  Lands  and  Rents  of 
the  Debtor,  until  they  fhall  be  fatisfied  the  Debt  which 
they  fhall  before  pay  for  him,  unlefs  the  Principal  Debtor 
fhew  that  he  is  difcharged  thereof  againfl  the  fame '  Su- 
reties. 

§.  XV.  If  any  one  fhall  borrow  any  thing  of  Jewsy 
more  or  lefs,  and  die  before  that  Debt  be  paid,  the  Drbt 
fhall  not  carry  Intereft  fo  long  as  the  Heir  is  under  Age, 
of  whomefoever  he  holds ;  and  if  that  Debt  fhall  fall  into 
our  Hands,  we  will  not  take  any  thing,  but  the  Goods 
contained  in  the  Deed. 

§  XVI.  And  if  any  one  fhall  die,  and  owe  a  Debt 
to  JewSy  his  Wife  fhall  have  her  Dower,  and  fhall  pay 
nothing  of  that  Debt  ;  and  if  the  Children  of  the  De- 
ceafed,  who  fhall  be  within  Age,  fhall  remain,  NecefTa- 
rief  ih  ill  be  provided  for  them  according  to  the  Value  of 
the  f  enemc  nt  which  was  the  Deceafed's,  and  out  of  the 
Ki  ue,  the  Debt  fhall  be  paid,  faving  the  Services  due 
to  the  Lord  :  In  like  Manner  fhall  it  be  done  concerning 
Debts  which  fhall  be  owing  to  others  than  Jews. 

§.  XVi  I.  No  Ffcuage,  (i.  e.  i  axes  for  the  Helmet ,  or 
War,)  or  Aid  fhall  be  impofed  within  our  Kingdom,  but 
by  the  Common  Council  ot  our  Realm,  (i.  c.  by  the  Par- 
liament) unlefs  it  be  to  Kanfom  our  Perfon,  and  to  make 
our  elded  Son  a  K  night,  and  to  Marry  our  Adeft  Daugh- 
ter once;  and  tor  thefe  Things  the  Aid  fhall  be  but  rea- 
fonable  (or  Moderate. ) 

§.  XVIII.  In  like  Manner  fhall  it  be  done,  concern- 
ing Aids  from  the  City  of  London. 

§.  XIX.  And,  moreover,  the  City  of  London  fhall 
Enjoy  all  her  Antient  Liberties,  and  free  Cufloms,  as  well 
by  Land  as  by  Water. 
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"  §.  XX.  Moreover,  we  Will  and  Concede  (L  e.  Agree) 
That  all  other  Cities,  and  Boroughs,  and  Towns,  and 
Ports,  fhall  have  all  their  Liberties  and  tree  ^uftoms. 

§.  XX 1.  And  to  have  the  Common  Council  of  the 
Kingdom,  i.  e.  the  Parliament)  to  A  lies  (i.  e.  to  give)  Aids 
(otherwife  than  in  the  Three  Cafes  aforefaid)  or  for  the  Af- 
feffing  (i.  e.  Giving  and  Afcertalning)  Efcuage  (i.  e.  tax- 
es for  tarrying  on  Wars,)  we  will  caufe  the  Archbifhops, 
Bifhops,  Abbots,  Earls,  and  greater  Barons,  to  be  Turn- 
moned  by  our  Writs  {or  written  Letters)  under  Seal  %  and, 
moreover,  we  will  caufe  our  Sheriffs  and  Bailiffs,  to  fum- 
mon  all  thofe  in  General,  who  hold  of  us  in  Chief  [mean- 
ing the  Commons)  at  a  certain  Day,  to  wit,  at  the  End  of 
forty  Days  at  the  leaft,  and  at  a  certain  Place  :  and  in 
all  our  Writs  [or  written  Letters)  of  that  Summons,  the 
Caufe  of  fuch  Summons  fhall  be  expreffed  •,  and,  fuch 
Summons  being  made,  the  bufinefs  fhall  proceed  at  the 
Day  appointed,  according  to  the  Council  of  thofe  who  fhall 
be  prefcnt,  although  all  that  are  fummoned  do  not  come 
-(or  appear.) 

§.  XXII.  We  will  not  Concede,  (or  Agree)  for  the  fu- 
ture, that  any  Man  fhall  take  Aids  of  his  Freemen,  but 
only  to  ranfom  his  Perfon,  to  make  his  elded  Son  a  Knight, 
and  to  marry  his  eldeft  Daughter  once  ;  and  for  thefe 
Things  the  Aid  fhall  be  but  Reafonable  (or  Moderate.) 

§.  XX 111.  No  one  fhall  be  diflrained  to  do  greater  Ser- 
vice for  a  Knight's  Fee,  or  for  any  other  Freehold,  thaa 
what  is  therefrom  due. 

§.  XXIV.  Common  Pleas  fhall  not  follow  ourCourS 
but  fhall  be  held  in  fome  certain  Place. 

§.  XXV.  Recognizances  (/.  e.  the  Judicature)  of  Nove!y 
Diflei/tn,  Mor  dance  ft  er^nd  Z^rra'/zPrcfentment,  fhall  not  be 
taken  any  where,  but  in  their  proper  Counties  ;  and  in 
this  Manner  Wc,  or  our  Chief  Juftice  ( if  ourfclves  be 
out  of  the  Realm)  will  fend  Two  Juftices  through  every 
County  Four  Times  a  Year,  who  with  four  Knights  of 
every  County,  to  be  chofen  by  the  County,  fhall  take  the 
faid  Afiizes,  ( i.  e.  the  Cognizance  and  -tryal)  in  the  Coun- 
ty, at  the  Day  and  Place  of  the  County  Court  ;  and  ii 
the  faid  AfTizes  cannot  be  taken  upon  that  Day,  fo  many 
Knights,  and  Freeholders,  of  them  that  were  prefent  in 
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the  County  Court  that  Day,  (hall  flay,  by  whom  Judge- 
ments ( i.  e.  Juilice)  may  be  fuiliciendy  done  according  to 
what  the  Bulinefs  fhall  be,  Greater,  or  Lefs. 

§.  XXVI.  A  Freeman  (ball  not  be  amerced  for  a  fmall 
Offence,  but  according  to  the  Quantity  of  fuch  Offence, 
and  tor  a  greater  Oifence,  he  fhall  be  amerced  according 
to  the  Great  nefs  of  his  Offence,  favmg  his  Contenement ; 
and  a  Merchant  faving  his  Merchandize  •,  and  a  Villain, 
in  like  manner,  mall  be  amerced,  faving  his  Wainage,  if 
he  incurs  our  Amercement  ;  and  none  of  the  faid  Amerce- 
ments fhall  be  arYeered  but  by  Oath  of  Good  and  Lawful 
Men   of  the  Neighbourhood. 

§,  XXVII.  £arls  and  Barons  fhall  not  be  amerced  but 
by  their  Peers  •,  nor  otherwife  than  according  to  the  Qua- 
lity of  the  Offence. 

§.  XXVlIl.  No  Clerk  fhall  be  amerced  concerning  his 
Lay  Fee,  but  in  like  Manner  as  others  aforefaid,  and  not 
according  to  the  Quantity  of  his  Ecclefiaftical  Benefice. 

§  XXIX.  No  Village  nor  any  Man  fhall  be  diftrained 
to  make  Bridges  at  the  River  Banks,  but  thofe  who  anti- 
ently,  and  of  Right,  ought  to  make  them. 

§.  XXX.  No  Sheriff,  Conftable,  Coroners,  or  other 
our  Bailiffs,  fhall  hold  Pleas  of  the  Crown. 

§.  XXXl.  All  Counties,  Hundreds,  Wa  pentakes,  and 
Tithings,  fhall  be  at  the  antient  Farms,  without  being 
raifed,  except  our  own  Demefne  Manors. 

§.  XXXII.  If  any  Perfon  holding  of  us  a  Lay-Fee, 
di  *,  and  our  Sheriffs,  or  other  our  Bailiffs,  fhew  our  Let- 
ters Patents  of  Summons  for  a  Debt  which  the  Deceafed 
owed  to  us,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  our  Sheriff  or  Bailiff,  to 
Attach,  and  Inventory  the  Goods  of  the  Deceafed,  fcund 
upon  his  Lay- Fee,  to  the  Value  or  that  Debt,  by  the 
View  of  lawful  Men  ;  yet  fo,  as  nothing  thereof  fhall  be 
removed,  'till  fuch  time  as  the  Debt,  which  (hall  be  clear, 
fhall  be  paid,  and  the  Refidue  fhall  be  left  to  the  Execu- 
tors to  perform  the  Will  of  the  Deceafed  •,  and  if  nothing 
be  owing  to  us  from  him,  all  his  Goo  is  fhall  go  to  t  c 
Deceafed,  faving  to  his  Wife  and  Children  their  reafona- 

ble  Parts. 

•      §.  XXXIII. 
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§.  XXXIII.  If  any  Freeman  mall  die  Inteftate,  his 
Goods  (hall  be  distributed,  by  the  Hands  of  his  near 
Kindred  and  Friends,  by  the  View  of  Holy  Church,  lav- 
ing to  every  one,  the  Debts  which  the  Deceafed  owed  him. 

§.  XXXIV.  No  Conftable,  or  other  our  Bailiffs,  mall 
take  the  Corn,  or  other  Goods,  of  any  Perfon,  unlefs  he 
forthwith  pay  for  the  fame,  or  have  Time  given  him  with 
the  Confent  of  the  Seller. 

§.  XXXV.  No  Conftable  (ball  diftrain  any  Knight,  to 
give  Monies  for  Caftle-Guard,  if  he  will  perform  it  in  his 
own  proper  Perfon,  or  by  another  good  Man,  if  he  can- 
not perform  it  himfelf  for  fome  reafonable  Caufe  :  And 
if  we  lead  him,  or  fend  him,  into  the  Army,  he  fliall  be 
difcharged  of  Caftle-Guard,  for  fo  long  Time  as  he  mall 
be  with  us  in  the  Army. 

XXXVI.  No  Sheriff,  or  Bailiff,  or  others,  mall  take 
the  Horfes,  or  Carts,  of  any  Freeman,  for  making  Car- 
riage, unlefs  it  be  with  the  Leave  of  fuch  Freeman. 

§.  XXXVII.  Neither  will  we,  nor  our  Bailiffs,  take 
another  Man's  Wood  for  our  Caftles,  or  other  Occafions, 
unlefs  it  be  with  the  Confent  of  him  whofe  Wood  it 
mall  be. 

§.  XXXVIII.  We  will  not  hold  the  Lands  of  thofe  who 
fliall  be  convicted  of  Felony,  except  for  one  Year  and  one 
Day,  and  then  the  Lands  mall  be  reftored  to  the  Lords 
of  the  Fees. 

§.  XXXIX.  All  Wears  mall,  from  this  Time  for- 
ward, be  wholly  put  down,  from  the  Thames,  and  from 
the  Medway,  and  throughout  all  England,  except  upon 
the  Sea  Coaft. 

§  XL.  The  Writ  which  is  called  Pretipe,  fhall  not,  for 
the  future,  be  made  to  any  one,  of  any  Tenemenr, 
whereby  a  Freeman  may  lofc  his  Court. 

§.  XLI.  One  Meafure  of  Wine  fhall  be  ufed  through- 
out our  Kingdom,  and  one   Meafure  of  Ale,  and  one 
Meafure   of   Corn,  to  wit,  the  London   Quarter  :  And 
there  mail  be  one  Breath   of  dy'd   Cloth,  Ruffets,*  and 
Haubergets,  to  wit,  two  Ells  within  the  Lifts. 

§.  X.LII.  Concerning  Weights,  it  fhall    be  as   of 
Meafurcs. 

§.  XLiir. 
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§.  XLI1I.  Nothing  fhall  be  given  or  taken  for  the 
future,  for  a  Writ  of  Inquifition,  concerning  Life  or 
Member  ;  but  fuch  Writ  fhall  be  granted  Gratis,  and 
fhall  not  be  denied". 

§.,  XLIV.  If  any  Perfon  hold  of  us  by  Fee-Farm,  or 
by  Soccage,  or  by  Burgage,  and  fhall  hold  Land  of  others 
by  Knight  Service,  we  will  not  have  the  ^uftody  of  the 
Heir,  nor  of  his  Land,  which  is  of  the  Fee  of  another, 
by  reafon  of  fuch  Fee- Farm,  or  of  Soccage,  or  Bur- 
gage ;  neither  will  we  have  the  Cuflody  of  that  Fee- 
Farm,  or  Soccage,  or  Burgage,  unlefs  that  Fee-Farm 
owes   Knight  Service. 

§.  XLV.  We  will  not  have  the  Wardfliip  of  the  Heir, 
or  of  the  Land  of  any  Perfon,  which  hfl  holds  of  another 
by  Knight  Service,  by  reafon  ot  any  Petit  Serjeantry, 
which  he  holds  of  us,  as  by  the  Service  of  rendring  to  us 
Knives,  or  Arrows.  :"r  fuch-like. 

§.  XLV  I.  No-  ";iT,  for  the  future,  fhall  put  any 
Man  to  his  Law,  upon  his  bare  Complaint,  without  good 
WitnefTesin  that  Behalf  produced. 

§.  XLVlI.  No  Freeman  fhall  be  taken,  or  imprifoned, 
or  diffeized,  or  outlawed,  or  exiled,  or  in  any  manner 
deftroyed  •,  nor  will  we  go  upon  him,  nor  fend  others  up- 
on him,  but  by  the  lawful  Judgment  of  his  Peers,  or  by 
the  Law  of  the  Land. 

§.  XLVI1I.  We  will  neither  fell,  nor  deny,  nor  de- 
lay   Kight  or  J u (lice  to  any  Man. 

§.  XUX.  All  Merchants  fhall  have  Safety  and  Secu- 
rity to  go  out  of  England,  and  come  into  England,  and 
ftay,  and  go  through  England,  as  well  by  Land  as  by 
Water,  to  buy  and  fell  without  any  Evil  Tolls,  paying 
the  antient  and  rightful  Cufloms,  except  in  Time  of  War : 
And  if  they  mail  be  of  a  Country  in  War  againfl:  us,  and 
fhall  be  found  in  our  Land  in  the  Beginning  of  the  War, 
they  fhall  be  attached,  but  without  Injury  to  their  Bodies  ■ 
or  Goods,  until  it  fhall  be  known  to  us,  or  to  our  Chief 
Juftiee,  how  the  Merchants  of  our  Land  are  treated,  who 
fhall  be  found  in  the  Country  at  War  againfl  us  ;  and  k 
ours  he  fafe  there,  they  fhall  be  fafe  in  our  Lan.d. 

.      §.L. 
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§.  L.  It  fhallbe  lawful  for  every  Man,  for  the  future, 
to  go  out  of  our  .Kingdom,  and  to  jeturn  fafely  and  fe- 
curely,  by  Land  and  by  Water,  laving  their  Faith  due 
to  us,  unlefs  it  be  in  Time  of  War,  for  fome  fhort  Time, 
for  the  common  Profit  of  the  Realm  ;  except  Trifoners 
and  outlaw'd  Perfons,  according  to  the  Law  of  the  Land, 
and  the  Nation  in  War  againft  us,  and  Merchauts,  con- 
cerning whom  it  fhall  be  done,  as  is  aforefaid. 

§.  LI.  If  any  one  lhall  hold  of  any  Efcheat,  as  of  the 
Honor  of  IV ailing  ford,  Nottingham^  Bolc'.n,  Lancajtet\ 
or  of  other  Efcheais  which  are  in  our* Hand,  and  are  Ba- 
ronies, and  fhad  die,  his  Heirs  (hall  not  give  any  other 
Relief,  nor  do  us  any  other  Service,  than  was  made  to 
the  baron,  if  fuch  barony  had- been  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Baron  -,  and  we  will  hold  the  fame  in  like'  manner,  as 
the  Baron  held  it. 

§.  Lll.  Men  who  dwell  out  of  tN  Foreft,  mall  not 
appear,  fur  the  future,  before  our  J.1  es  of  the  Foreft, 
by  common  Summons,  unlefs  they  be^in  Suit  themfelves, 
or  Bail  for  others,  who  are  attached  for  the  Foreft. 

§.  LIII.  We  will  not  make  Juftices,  Conftables,  She- 
riffs, or  Bailiffs,  but  of  fuch  as  know  the  Law  of  the 
Land,  and  will  well  obferve  it. 

§.  LIV.  All  who  have  founded  Abbeys,  whereof  they 
have  Charters  from  Kings  of  England,  or  antient  Tenure, 
fhall  have  the  Cuftody  thereof  when  they  are  vacant,  as 
they  ought  to  have. 

§.  LV.  All  the  Forefts  that  have  been  afforefted  in  our 
•    Time,  fhall  forthwith  be  dislorefted. 

§.  XVI.  And  fo  fhall  it  be  done  of  River-Banks, 
which,  by  us,  in  our  Time,  have  been  erected  for  De- 
fence of  thofe  Rivers. 

§.  LVII.  All  evil  Cuftoms  of  Forefts  and  Warrens, 
and  of  Forefters  and  Warreners,  of  Sheriffs  and  their 
Minifters  ;  and  of  River-  Banks  *  and  of  their  Keepers, 
fhall  forthwith  be  enquired  of  in  every  County,  by  Twelve 
Knights  Sworn  of  the  fame  County,  who  ought  to  be 
fiofen  by  the  good  Men  of  the  fame  County:  And  within 
Forty  Days  after  fuch  Inquifition  made,  the  faid  evil 
Cuftoms  fhallbe  utterly  abolifhed,  by  thofe  fame  Knights, 
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fo  as  never  to  be  revived,  provided  they  be  firft  made 
known  to  us  or  to  our  Chief  Juftice. 

§.  LVIII.  All  Hoftages  and  Charters  we  will  forth- 
with reftore,  which  have  been  delivered  to  us  by  the  En- 
glifh,  tor  Security  of  the  Peace,  or  of  Faithful  Service. 

§.  L1X.  We  will  wholly  remove  from  Bailiwicks,  the 
Kindred  of  Gerard  de  Athyes,  that,  for  the  future,  they 
ihall  have  no  Bailiwick  in  England  ;  Engelard  of  Cygony, 
Andrew,  Peter,  and  Guyon  of  Cancell,  Gyon  de  Cygony, 
Geffty  de  Martigni,  and  his  Brothers,  Philip  Mark,  and 
his  Brothers,  and  Geffry  his  Nephew,  and  the  whole  Train 

of  them,  . 

§.  LX.  And  forthwith  after  reftonng  the  Peace,  we 
will  remove  out  of  the  Realm,  all  Foreigners,  Knights, 
Bowmen,  Serjeants,  and  Soldiers,  who  came  with  Horfe 
and  Arms,  to  the.  Annoyance  of  the  Kingdom. 

§.  LXI.  If  any  Perfon  hath  been  diffeized,  or  Eloi- 
ned  by  us,  without  the  lawful  Judgment  of  his  Peers, 
from  Lands,  Caftles,  Liberties,  or  of  his  Right,  we  will 
forthwith  reftore  thofe  Things  to  him  •,  and  if  any  Dif- 
ference arife  upon  it,  then  it  mall  be  done  therein,  by  the, 
Judgment  of  the  Five-and-twenty  Barons,  of  whom  Men- 
tion is  made  hereafter  in  Security  of  the  Peace. 

§.  LX1I.  Touching  all  thofe  Things  of  which  any  Per- 
fon hath  been  diffeized  or  joined,  without  the  lawful 
Judgment  of  their  Peers,  by  King  Henry  our  Father, 
or  by  King  Richard  our  Brother,  which  we  have  in  our 
Hands,  or  which  others  hold,  to  whom  we  are  bound  to 
warrant  the  fame,  we  will  refpit  to  the  common  Term 
of  them  that  have  taken  the  Crufado,  except  thofe  Things 
concerning  which  Suits  arc  commenced,  or  Inquifitwr 
made,  by  our  Command,   before  our  undertaking  the 

Crufado.  .    . 

§  LXII1.  But  when  we  mail  return  from  our  Filgn 
mage,  or  if,  perhaps,  wc  mall  defift  from  our  Pilgrimage 
we  will  forthwith  exhibit  full  Juftice  thtrein. 

§  LXIV.  We  will  have  the  fame  Refpeft,  and  in  tn 
fame  manner  do  Juftice,  concerning  Forefts  to  be  disfc 
reftcd  or  to  -continue  Forefts,  which  Henry  our  bather 
or  Richard  our  Brother,  afforefted  :   And  concerning  tn 

Cuftod' 
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Cuftody  of  Lands  which  are  of  other  Mens  Fee,  the  Cus- 
todies whereof,  we  have  hitherto  had,  by  reafon  of  the 
Fee  which  anyone  held  of  us  by  Knight's  Service;  and  con- 
cerning Abbeys  which  have  been  founded  in  the  Fee  of 
another,  than  in  our  own,  in  which  the  Lord  of  the  Fee 
fhall  fay  he  hath  Right  :  And  when  we  fhall  return,  or 
if  we  fhall  delift  from  our  Pilgrimage,  we  will  forthwith 
do  full    Rignt  to  all  Perions  complaining. 

§.  LXV.  No  Man  fhall  be  Arretted  nor  Imprifoned  for 
the  Appeal  of  a  Woman,  for  the  Death  of  any  other 
than  her  Hufband. 

§.  LXV  I.  All  the  Fines  which  are  made  with  us  un- 
juftly,  and  againft  the  Law  of  the  Land  ;  and  All  A- 
mercements  impofed  wrongfully,  and  contrary  to  the  Law 
of  the  Land,  fhall  be  wholely  pardoned,  or  there  fhall  be 
jdone  therein,  according  to  the  Judgment  of  the  Five- 
and -twenty  Barons,  of  whom  Mention  is  made  hereafter, 
in  the  Security  of  the  Peace,  or  according  to  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  greater  Part  of  them,  together  with  the  laid 
Stephen  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  if  he  can  be  there,  and 
others,  whom  he  fhall  call  to  him  •,  and  if  he  cannot  be 
prefent,  neverthelefs  the  Bufinefs  fhall  proceed  without 
him  •,  fo  that  if  any  one,  or  more  of  the  laid  Five-and- 
twenty  Barons,  be  concerned  in  the  like  Complaint,  they 
ihall  be  Amoved  as  to  the  Judgment  therein,  and  others 
chofen  and  Sworn,  fhall  be  put  in  their  Room,  to  aft 
in  their  Stead,  by  the  Refidue  of  the  faid  Five-ancl- 
twenty  Barons. 

§.  LXVII.  If  we  have  difTeized  or  eloined  any  Weljh 
men  of  Land,  Franchifes,  or  other  Things,  without  the 
lawful  Judgment  of  their  Peers  in  England,  or  in  Wales, 
the  fame  fhall  forthwih  be  reflored  j  and  if  Contention  fhall 
arife  thereupon,  then  it  fhall  be  done  therein  in  the  March- 
es, by  the  Judgment  of  their  Peers,  concerning  Lands  of 
England,  according  to  the  Law  of  England  ;  concerning 
Lands  of  Wales,  according  to  the  Law  of  Wales  ;  con- 
cerning Lands  ot  the  Marches,  according  to  the  Law  of 
the  Marches:  The  Wrilhmen  fhall  do  the  fame  to  us,  and 
our  Subjects. 

B  2  §.  XLVIII. 


[    20    ] 

$.  LXVIII.  Concerning  all  thefe  Thing?,  which  any 
of  the  Welfiomen  have  been  diffeized  or  eloined,  without 
the  lawful  Judgment  of  their  Peers,  by  King  Henry  our 
Father,  or  King  Richard,  our  Brother,  which  we  have  in 
our  Hands,  or  which  others  hold,  to  whom  we  are  bound 
to  warrant  the  fame ,  we  refpite  the  fame,  until  the  com- 
mon Term  of  thofe  that  have  taken  the  Crufado  •,  thofe 
Things  excepted,  of  which  Suits  were  commenced,  or 
lnquifition  taken  by  our  Command,  before  our  under- 
taking  the  Crufado. 

§.  LXIX.  When  we  fhall  return  from  our  Pilgri- 
mage, or  if  peradventure  we  forbear  going,  we  will  forth- 
with caufe  Juftice  to  be  fully  done  therein,  according  to  the 
Laws  of  Wales,   and  the  Parties  atorefaid. 

§.  LXX  We  will  forthwith  reftore  the  Son  of  Lewelyny 
and  all  the  Hoftages  of  Wales,  and  the  charters  that  have 
been  delivered  to  us,  for  the  Security  of  the  Peace. 

§.  LXXI.  We  will  deal  with  flcXatekr  King  of  Scot- 
land, concerning  the  reftoring  his  Sifters  and  Hoftages, 
his  Franchifes,  and  his  R  ight,  according  to  the  Form  in 
.which  we  fhall  do  to  our  other  Barons  of  England,  unlefs 
it  ought  to  be  otherwifc,  by  Virtue  of  the  Charters  w  i  ch 
we  have  from  his  Father  Will  am,  late  King  of  the  Satst 
and  this  to  be  by  the  Judgment  of  his  Peers  in  our  Court. 

§  LXX1I.  All  thefe  Cuftoms  aforefaid,  and  Franchi- 
fes, which  we  have  Conceded  ( i.  e.  Agreed)  to  be  hol- 
den  in  our  Kingdom,  fo  far  as  belongs  to  us,  towards  ours, 
pll  Men  of  our  Kingdom,  as  well  Clergymen  as  Laymen, 
fhall  obferve,  fo  far  as  belongs  to  them,  towards  Theirs. 

§.  LXXI1L  So  alfo,  whereas  for  God?s  Sake,' and  for 
the  Amendment  of  our  Government,  and  the  better  to 
compofe  theDifcord  iprung  up  betwixt  us  and  our  Barons, 
we  hav^  conceded  (i.  e.  Agreed)  to  all  thefe  things,  willing, 
That  they  be  enjoyed  for  ever,  with  an  entire  and  firm 
Stability  -,  we  do  make  and  grant  to  our  People,  the  Se- 
curity under- written  (to  wit,)  That  the  Barons  (hall  chufe 
Five-and-twenty  Barons  of  the  Realm,  whom  they  will, 
who  ought,  to  their  utmoft  Power,  obferve,  hold,  and 
caufe  to  be  obferved,  the  Peace  and  Liberties  which  we 
have  conceded  to,  and  by  this  our  prefent  Charter  have 

confirmed ; 
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confirmed  ;  fo,  to  wit,  that  if  we,  or  our  Juftice,  or  our 
Bailiffs,  or  any  of  our  Minifters,  fhall,  in  any  thing  towards 
any  Man,  fail  to  do  Right,  or  (hall  Tranfgrefs  anyof  the  Arti- 
cles of  this  Peace,  or  Security,  and  fuch  F  a  i  lu  r  e  to  do  R  ight, 
fhall  be  fhewn  to  four  Barons  of  the  faid  five-and-twenty 
Barons,   Thofe  four   Barons  fhall  come  to  us,  or  to  our 
Jufti3e>  if  we  fhall  be  out  of  the   Realm,  propounding  to 
us  the  Excess,  and  praying,  that  we  will  caufe  the  Excess  to 
be  without  Delay,  amended  :   And  if  we  (hall  not  amend 
fuch  Excess,  or  if  we  fhall  be  out  of  the  Realm,  and  our 
Juftice  fhall  not  amend  it,  within  the  Space  of  forty  Days, 
to  be  computed  from  the  Time,  when  it  fhall  be  fhewed 
to  u  ,  or  to  our  Juftice  (if  we  be  out  of  the  Realm  •,)  then 
tht  faid  four  Barons,  fhall  report  the  Caufe  to  the  Refidue 
of  the  faid  five-and-twenty  Barons,  and  thofe  five-and-twei> 
ty  Barons,  with  the  Commonalty  of  the  whole  Land,fhaJJ, 
and  may  diftrefs  and  grieve  us,  by  all  the  means  they  can  ; 
to  wit,  by  taking  Caftles,  Lands, Pqffeffipnv  and  by  fuch 
other  vfeans  as  they  can,  untill  it  fhall  be  amended,  ac- 
cording to  their  Judgment  y  faving  our  Tcrfon,  and  the 
Perfons  of  our  Queen,  anci  of  our  Children  :  And  when 
it  fhall  be  amended,  they  fhallobey  us  as  before. 

§.  I. XXIV.  And  whofoever  of  the  Realm  will,  may 
fwear,  in  order  to  execute  all  the  Things  aforefaid,  that 
he  will  obey  the  Commands  of  the  faid  Five-and-twenty 
Barons,  and  that  he,  with  them,  will,  to  his  Power,  grieve 
us  ;  and  we  will  publickly  and  freely  give  Liberty  of 
fwearing,  to  every  one  that  will  fwear,  and  will  never  pro- 
hibit any  one  to  Swear. 

§•  LXXV.  Also,  all  thofe  of  the  Realm,  who,  for  thenv 
felves,  and  of  their  own  Accord,  will  fwear  to  the  twenty- 
five  Barons,  to  diftrefs  and  grieve  us,  we,  together  with 
them,  will,  by  our  Command,  caufe  them  to  fwear  to  the 
faid  Barons,  as  is  aforefaid. 

§.  LXXVI.  And  if  any  of  the  faid  five-and-twenty 
Barons  fhall  die,  or  withdraw  out  of  the  Realm,  or  fhall 
be  in  any  way  hindred,  whereby  they  cannot  execute  the 
Things  aforefaid,  the  Refidue  of  the  faid  five-and-twenty 
Barons,  fhall  chufe  another  in  his  Place,  /or  his  Judg- 
ment, 
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merit,  who  fhall  be,  in  like  manner,  Sworn  as  the  reft 
were. 

§.  LXXVII.  So  alfo,  in  all  Things  which  are  commit* 
ted  to  the  faid  five.and-twenty  Barons  to  be  Executed,  if 
by  Chance  they,  the  faid  five-and-twenty ,  fhall  nothe  prefent, 
or  (hall  difagree  about  the  Matters  left  to  them,  or  any  of 
thofe  that  are  fummoned,  cannot,  or  will  not,  come,  it  fhall 
be  accounted  authentick  and  firm,  whatsoever  the  major  Part 
of  them,  who  fhall  be  prefent,  fhall  provide  and  command, 
as  if  all  the  Five-and-twenty  had  joined  therein,  and  con- 
Tented, 

§  [  XXVI !L  And  the  fdid  Five-and-twenty  Barons 
fhall  fwear,  that  they  will  faithfully  obferve  all  the  Mat- 
ters aforefaid,  and,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power,  caufe 
them  to  be  obferved. 

§.  LXXIX.  And  we  will  not  obtain  from  any  one 
by  ourfelves,  or  by  any  other,  any  thing  whereby  any 
of  thefe  Conceflions  ( i.  e.  Agreements )  or  any  of  thefc 
Liberties,  (hall  be  revoked,  or  weakened  •,  and  if  any 
fuch  thing  fhall  be  obtained,  it  fhall  be  null  and  void,  and 
fhall  never  be  made  Ufe  of  by  us,  nor  by  any  other. 

§.  LXXX.  And  all  Ill-will,  Refentments,  and  Ran- 
cor, fprung  up  between  us,  and  our  People,  clergymen 
and  Laymen,  from  the  Time  of  the  Difcord,  we  do  ful* 
ly  remit  to.  and  pardon  them  all. 

§.  LXXXI.  Furthermore,  all  Trefpaffes  committed 
by  Occafion  of  the  faid  Difcord,  fince  Eq/ter,  in  the  Six- 
teenth Year  of  our  Reign,  until  Peace  be  eftablifhed,  we 
do  fully  remit  to  all  Men,  Clerks,-  and  Laymen,  and,  fo 
far  as  concerns  us,  do  fully  pardon. 

§.  LXXX  Li.  And  moreover,  we  have  caufed  to  be 
made  to  them,  Letters  Patent,  teftified  by  Stephen  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury ,  Henry  Archbilhop  of  Dublin,  and 
by  the.Bifhops  aforefaid,  and  by  Mr.  Pandulphus,  upon 
this  Security,  and  the  Conceflions  ( i.  e.  dgrcenents) 
aforefaid 

§. '  LXXXI M.  Wherefore  we  will,  and ftriclfcly  com* 

mafid,  that  the  Church  of  England  be  free,  and  that  the 

Men  in  our  Kingdom  fhall  have  and  hold  all  the  faid  Li- 

-bertres,  Rights,  and  ConccfTions  ( i,  e.  Agreements)  well, 

ani 
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and  in  Peace,  freely  and  quietly,  fully  and  entirely,  to 
them,  and  their  Heirs,  of  us,  and  our  Heirs,  mall  Things 
and  Places,  for  ever,  as  is  aforefaid. 

§.  LXXXi  V  So  alio,  it  is  now  Sworn,  as  well  on  our 
Part,  as  on  the  Part  of  the  Barons,  that  all  thefe  Matters 
abovefaid,  (hall,  Bond  Fide,  and  without  artful  Evafions, 
beobferved.  .  . 

§,  LXXX  V.  The  Perfons  abovefaid,  and  man/  others, 
being  Witnetfes-,  given  by  our  own  Hand,  in  the  Meadow 
when  is  called  Running  Mead,  between  Windekfor  and 
Stanes,  the  fifteenth  Day  of  June,  in  the  feventeenth  Year 
of  our  Reign. 

Thus  was  the  national  Conftitution  again  reftored.  The 
prevailing  Difcords,  between  the  King  and  People,  by  this 
Renewal  of  the  Original  Contraft,  were  happily  compofed, 
and  a  fure  Remedy  provided  againft  the  like  Inconveni- 
encies  for  the  Future. 

This  Charter  is  but  an  Exemplification  of  the  common 
Law  of  England,  in  thefe  Points  And  its  being  recorded 
in  the  form  of  a  Charter,  was  chiefly  to  bind  the  Norman 
Kings,  that  they  mould  not  break  in  upon  the  Conftitu- 
tion. This  then  is  a  Summary  of  the  native  and  Inhe- 
rent Rights  and  Privileges  of  Britifh  Subjeds,  which  being 
held  or  derived  trom  no  King,  it  cannot  be  in  any  King's 
Power  to  abrogate  or  invade  them. 

But  Such  is  the  infatiable,  wicked  Itch  of  boundlefs 
Power,  that  commonly  attends  Men  in  high  Places,  that 
the  Counfellors  of  the  Crown,  in  thofe  Days,  as  foon  as 
Peace  was  eftablimed,  laid  themfelves  out  for  all  Means 
and  Opportunities  of  deftroying  this  great  Security  of  the 
public  Liberties,  nay,  of  the  Government  its  Self!  For, 
tho*  many  Duplicates  of  this,  and  former  Charters  were 
palled,  under  the  great  Seal,  and  difperfed  thro'  the 
Hands  of  Barons,  Bifhops,  Abbots,  Sherifs,  and  other 
Minifters  and  Officers  of  the  Crown,  for  their  better  Pre- 
fervation,  as  well  as  Promulgation,  and  to  enforce  the 
due  obfervance  of  them  -,  yet,  in  procefs  of  time,  they 
were  almoft  all  deftroyed.  For  at  the  paffmg  this  Char- 
ter, 
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ter,  there  was  but  one  of  King  Henry  the  firft's  to  be 
iound  •,  and  at  the  palling  the  Charter  of  Henry  the  third, 
hereafrer  mentioned,  we  can  find  none  of  thrfe  to  be  had, 
jfuch  has  always  been  the  Diligence  and  Induilry  of  bad 
Princes  and  wicked  Minifters  to  dcftroy  the  Traces  of  our 
Constitution,  as  the  Sole,  certain  Method  of  eftablifhing 
a  Defpotic   Government. 

This  great  Charter  is  to  be  accounted  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament, to  all  Intents,  and  purpoies,  declaratory  of  the 
antient  Common  Law  of  England,  and  is  comprifed  in 
the  Original  Contract,  and  as  Such  is  to  be  obferved  and 
performed  by  King  and  People  for  Ever. 

•  When  the  People  demanded  the  benefits  of  the  Liber- 
ties granted  to  them  by  Magna  Cbaita,  King  Henry  the 
third's  evil  Counfellors,  the  better  to  'lull  the  People  into 
Yain  content,  and  to  deceive  them,  commifTioncd  the  She- 
rifs  of  the  feveral  Counties  to  impannel  Juries  and  to  hold 
In  luefls  to  alcertain  the  Liberties  in  Conteit.  In  luch  an 
Enquiry,  it  is  ealy  to  conceive,  what  imperfect  Informa- 
tion mud  be  obtained,  from  Country  Juries,  efpecially, 
in  thofe  Days  of  Ignorance  and  Lonfufion.  Yet,  even 
then,  tho'  moft:  of  the  Copies  of  John's  Charter  were  fup- 
prefled  or  deftroyed,  the  Impreffion  of  it,  as  well,  as  the 
native  Senfe  of  Freedom,  (luck  fo  Strongly,  even,  on  the 
moft  mean  and  vulgar  Minds,  that  in  anfwer  to  their  loud 
Demands,  in  the  nineth  Year  of  this  Kings's  Reign, 
another  great  Charter,  upon  much  the  fame  Plan 
and  Principles  with  the  former,  was  paiTed  •,  but  by  the 
Wiles  of  fome  proftituted  Slaves  in  the  Miniftry,  with 
a  wicked  Intent  to  Subftracl:  fbme  of  the  principal  Securi- 
ties of  our  Government,  out  of  thisCharter,  fome  of  the 
moft  material  Articles  of  John's  Charter,  (to  wit)  §.  XVII. 
XVIII.  XXI.  LX.  LXXIII.  LXXXIV.  were  omitted. 
But  the  Fraud  being  in  part  difcovered,  the  XXI.  Article 
was  refbored  and  explained,  by  the  Clamor  and  Strug- 
gles of  the  Parliament. 

However  this  King  did  not  long  obferve  his  own  or 
his  Father's  Charter.  He  was  exceflively  fond  of  Fo- 
reign, Slavifh  Flats.  rersr  with  whom  he  filled  all  the  va- 
luable Places  in  the  Stats  y  and  their  Adulation  had  gained 

fuch 
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fuch  an  Afcendant  over  him,  that  he  Submitted  him felf 
entirely  to  their  Rule  and  Guidance.  And  fo,  by  the 
Inftigation  of  De  Burgo,  his  Chief  Juftice,  he,  pleading 
his  Father's  Durejfe  and  his  own  Non-age,  at  palling  thefe 
Charters,  declared  them,  in  full  Parliament,  null  andvoid? 
that  he  would  not  be  bound  by  either ,  and  in  their  Prefence, 
cancelled  a  Duplicate  of  his  Magna  Chart  a,  by  tearing 
off  the  great  Seal,  with  his  own  Hands. 

This  and  other  Inftances  of  this  King's  arbitrary  Power 
raifed  the  fame  Spirit,  againft  him,  that  had  been,  by  the 
like  means,  raifed  againft  his  Father.  The  Lords  and 
Commons' afTociated -againft  hrm  and  his  Herd  of  foreign 
Panders  and  Pamfites,  and  waged  War  againft  them. 
They  were  in  time  joined  by  mod  of  the  Bifhops,  and  other 
good  Subjects  of  the  Realm-,  fo  that  the  King  was  reduc- 
ed to  be  the  nominal  Leader,  in  Fact,  the  Dupe,  of  a  par- 
cel of  French  Mercenaries ;  which  he,  tho'  late  difcovered, 
ordered  them  to  be  (tripped  of  their  ill  gotten  Treafure, 
and  banifhed  the  Realm,  and  then,  for  a  while,  returned  to 
his  Allegiance  to  the  Conftitution.  He  called  Parliaments 
and  paffed  an  Act  for  enforcing  the  inviolable  Obfervation 
of  Magna  Charta,  and  for  appointing  certain  great  Men 
Truftees  to  fee  this  Act  executed.  But  by  hearkening  a- 
gain,  to  evil  Counfel,  he  was  again  brought  into  a  Relapfe; 
which  put  the  Lords  and  Commons,  once  more,  under 
thenecefiity  of  taking  Arms  againft  their  Tyrant  in  Defence 
of  their  Liberties.  In  which,  being  Victorious,  they  took 
the  King  and  Prince  into  their  Cuftody,  and  kept  them  for 
fome  time  Prifoners,  till  by  an  ill  fated  Divifion  among  the 
great  Men,  he  was  permitted  to  Efcape,  upon  promifmg 
to  reftore  Magna  Charta.  This  Divifion  ruined  the  Aflb- 
ciation  -,  fo  that  after  the  King  had  made  his  Efcape,  he  re- 
cruited his  foreign  Forces,  and  forgot,  or  difregarded  all  his 
Promifes.  But  the  Spirit  of  Liberty  reanimating  and  re- 
cruiting the  broken  Lords  and  Commons,  they  became,  irt 
the  end,  too  powerfull  for  the  King  and  his  Party ;  fo  that 
Matter?  were,  after  a  Struggle  of  forty  Years,  happily 
compromifed  between  the  Kingand  People;  the  Foreigners 
were  fent  Home,  and  Magna  Charta  with  Charta  de  Foref- 
td  was,  once  more,eftablifhed  and  confirmed,  the  20th  Year 

of 
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of  his  Reign,  and  again  confirmed  by  Act  of  Parliament 
the  5  2d.  of  the  fame. 

Magna  Chart  a  was  three  feveral  times  confirmed  by 
Edward  the  firft-,  and  this,  with  the  Charter  of  the  Foreft, 
was  ordered  to  be  fent,  under  the  Great  Seal,  to  Juftices  of 
the  Foreft,  Sheriffs  and  other  Officers  of  the  rown  ;  to 
all  Cities  and  Cathedral  Churches ;  and  that  they  fhould 
be  read  and  publifhed  in  every  County,  four  ftated  Days  in 
the  Year,  and  twice  in  the  Year  in  every  Church. 

For  the  Reader's  Satisfa&ion  J  (hall  here  tranfcribe  King 
Edward's  Charter  of  Confirmation,  together  with  the 
Sentence  of  the  Clergy  pronounced  upon  the  Breakers  of 
thefe  Charters.  Which  (hews,  that  Laics  and  Ecclefiqftics 
agreed  in  aflcrting  and  Securing  their  common  Rights 
and  Liberties. 


A  Con- 
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A  Confirmation  of  the  Charters  of  the 
Liberties  of  ENGLAD.zxA  of  the 
Forrest,  made  in  the  35th  Year  of 
EDWARD   the  Firft. 


EDWARD  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  Eng- 
land, Lord  of  Ireland,  and  Duke  of  Aujou  to  all 
thofc  thefe  prefent  Letters  fhall  hear  of  or  be,  Greeting  \ 
Know  ye,  that  we  to  the  Honor  of  God,  and  of  Holy- 
Church,  and  to  the  profit  of  our  Realm,  have  Granted  for 
us  and  our  Heifs,  that  the  Charter  of  Liberties,  and  the 
Charter  of  the  Forreft  •,  which  were  made  by  Common 
AflenC  of  all  the  Realm,  in  the  time  of  King  enry  our 
Father,  fhall  be  kept  in  every  point  without  breach.  And 
We  will,  that  the  fame  Charter  fhall  be  fent  Under  our 
Seal,  as  well  to  our*  Juftices  of  the  Forreft,  as  to  other?* 
and  to  all  Sheriffs  of  Shires  ;  and  to  all  our  other  Officers, 
and  to  all  our  Cities  throughout  the  Realm,  together  with 
our  Writs,  in  which  it  fhall  be  contained  that  they  Caufe 
the  aforefaid  Charters  to  be  Pu'olifhed,  and  to  declare  to 
the  People,  that  we  have  Confirmed  them  in  all  points. 
And  that  our  Jufticers,  Sheriffs,  Mayors,  and  other  Mi- 
nifters,  which  under  us  have  the  Laws  of  our  Land  to 
guide,  fhall  allow  the  fame  Charters  pleaded  before  them, 
in  Judgment  in  all  their  points,  that  is  to  wit,  the  Great 
Charter  as  the  Common  Law,  and  the  Charter  of  the 
Forreft,  for  the  Wealth  of  our  Realm. 

Chap.  2.  And  we  will,  that  if  any  Judgment  be  given, 
from  henceforth,  Contrary  to  the  points  of  the  Charters 
aforefaid,  by  the  Jufticers,  or  by  any  other  our  Minifters,  that 
hold  plea  before  them,  againft  the  Points  of  the  Charters, 
it  fhall  be  undone  and  holden  for  nought. 

Chap.  3.  And  we  will,  that  the  fame  Charters  fhall  be 
(ent  under  our  Seal,  to  Cathedral  Churches  throughout 
our  Realm,  there  to  remain,  and  fhall  be  read  before  the 
People  two  Times  by  the  Year, 

Chap,  4. 
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Chap.  4.  And  that  all  the  Archbifhops,  and  Bifliops  (hall 
pronounce  the  Sentence  of  Excommunication  againli  all 
thole  that  by  Word,  Deed,  or  Council,  do  contrary  to 
the  forefala  Charters,  or  tiiat  in  any  point  break  or  undo 
thferru  And  that  the  fata  Lurfes,  be  twice  a  Year  denoun- 
and  publifhed  by  the  Prelates  afofffaid.  And  if  the 
fime  Pre^tes  or  any  of  them,  be  Remifs  in  the  Denun- 
ciation of  the  fain  Sentences,  the  Archbifhopof  Canterbury^ 
and  York*  for  the  time  being,  fhall  compell  and  diftrain 
them  to  the  Execution  of  their  Duties  in  form  aforefaid. 

Chap.  5.  And  for  fo  much  as  divers  People  of  our 
Realm  are  in  fear,  that  the  Aids  and  Taxes  which  they 
have  given  to  us  before-time  towards  our  Wars,  and  o- 
thcr  bufinefles  of  their  own  Grant  or  good  Will,  (howe- 
ver they  were  made)  might  turn  to  a  Bondage  to  them  and 
their  Heirs,  becaufe  they  might  be  at  another  time  found 
in  the  Rolls,  and  likewife  for  the  Prizes  taken  throughout 
the  Realm  by  our  Minifters  :  We  have  granted  for  us 
and  our  Heirs,  that  we  (hall  not  draw  fuch  Aids, 
Taxes  nor  Prices  into  a  Cuftom,  for  any  that  hath  been 
done  heretofore,  be  it  by  Roll,  or  any  other  Precedent  that 
may  be  founden. 

Chap.  6.  Moreover,  we  have  granted  for  us  and  our 
Heirs,  as  well  to  Arch-bifhops,  Bifliops,  Abbots,  Priors, 
and  other  folk  of  Holy  Church,  as  alfo  to  Earls ;  Barons, 
and  to  all  the  Commonalty  of  the  Land,  that  for  no  bufi- 
nefs  from  henceforth  we  fhall  take  fuch  manner  of  Aids, 
Taxes,  or  Prices,  but  by  the  common  afTent  of  the  Realm, 
and  for  the  common  profit  thereof  •,  faving  the  Ancient 
Aids  and  Prices  due  and  accuftomed. 

Chap.  7.  And  for  fo  much,  as  the  more  part  of  the 
Commonalty  of  the  Realm  find  themfelves  fore  grieved 
with  the  Maletot  of  Wools,  that  is,  to  wit,  a  Toll  of 
Forty  Shillings  for  every  Sack  of  Wool,  and  have  made 
Petition  to  us  for  to  Releafe  the  fame  :  We  at  their  Re- 
queft  have  clearly  Releafed  it,  and  have  granted  for  us 
and  our  Heirs,  that  we  fhall  not  take  fuch  things  without 
$heir  common  confent  and  good  will,  faving  to  Us   and 

our 
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our  Heirs  the  Cuftorp  of  Wools,  Skins  and  Leather, 
granted  before  by  the  Commonalty  aforefaid.  In  Witnefs 
of  Which  things,  we  have  cauied  our  Letters  to  be  Patent. 
Witnefs  Edward  our  Son,  at  London,  the  10th  of  Octo- 
ber, and  the  twenty-fifth  Year  of  our  Reign. 

The  Sentence  of  the  Clergy  againft:  the 
Breakers  of  the  Articles  above  Written. 

IN  the  Name- of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  HolyGhoft, 
Amen.  Whereas  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  to  the 
Honour  of  God,  and  of  Holy  Church,  and  for  the  Com- 
fnon  profit  of  the  Realm,  hath  granted  for  him  and  his  Heirs 
for  ever,  thefe  Articles  above  written  \  R  obert  Archb.jhop 
'of  Canturbury,  Primate  of  all  England,  a  -inonifhed  all  his 
Province,  once,  twice,  and  thrice  ;  Becaufe  that  fhortnefs 
will  not  fuffer  fo  much  Delay,  as  to  give  Knowledge  so  all 
the  People  of  England  of  thefe  prefents  in  Writting.  Wc 
therefore  enjoin  all  Peifons,  of  what  E slate  foever  they*  bey 
that  they  and  every  of  them,  as  much-  as  in  them  is,  fhall  up- 
hold and  maintain  thefe  Article:  granted  by  >ur  Sov.  L.  the 
King  in  all  points.  And  all  thofe  that  in  any  point  do  refi-i 
or  break,  or  in  any  manner  hereafter,  procure,  Council,  or 
'any  ways  affent  to  refisl  or  break  thofe  Ordinances,  or  go 
about  it,  by  word  or  deed,  openly  or  privily,  by  any  manner  of 
'  Pretence  or  Colon*- :  IVe  the  of  or  kf aid  Archbifhops  by  our 
Authority  in  this  Writing  exprefjed,  do  Excommunicate  and 
'  accurfe,  and  from  the  Body  of  our  Lord  Jefus  ChrisJ,  and 
from  all  the  Company  of^  tleavm,  and  f>  om  all  the  Sacraments 

of  Holy  Church  do  Sequejier  and  exclude. 

■ 

Thus  zealous  were  our  Anceftors  to  preferve  their  Li- 
berties from  Encroachments :  For  chey  contented  not 
themfelves  with  the  mere  Strength  of  human  Policy,  but 
called  Religious  Obligations  to  their  Aid,  to  fecure  their 
Liberties  entire  and  inviolate. 

In  the  memorable  Reign  of  that  great  Prince  Edward 
the  third,  Magna  Chart  a  received  feveral  Confirmations. 
In  the  forty  fecond  Year  of  his  Reign  it  was  enacted,  that 
all  Statutes  againft  this  Declaration  of  the  fundamental  Law, 
Jhould  be  null  and  void*  And  1** 
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In  the  fourth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Richard  the  fecond, 
it  was  appointed  to  be  read  at  the  opening  the  Parliament  \ 
being  looked  upon  as  the  Foundation  and  Standard  of  our 
Laws  In  fhort,  thefe  two  Charters  have  been  ratified  by 
32  different  Acts  of  Parliament. 

It  is  furprifmg  to  find  Coke,  and  almoft  all  the  Lawyers 
that  cite  or  fet  forth  Magna  Charts  cite  that  of  Henry  the 
third,  only  ;  whereas  that  of  John,  being  equally  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  equally  valid,  is  quite  overlooked.  I 
muft  look  on  this  fceming  Overftght,  as  a  poor  Piece  of 
Complaifa' ice,  or  Servility;  for  it  cannot  be  Ignorance  in  thefe 
Writers.  1  have  chofen  theformer,as  the  mod  full  and  per-* 
feci  Statute,  and  recommend  it  to  the  ferious  Perufal  of  all 
thofe  that  regardthe  NationalConftitutionand  their  own  Free- 
dom and  Wellfare.  I  fhali  hereafter  Ihew,  how  every  JW/fcMaq 
has  an  Inheritance  in  this  Charter,  as  well,  as  in  that  granted 
to  this  Kingdom,  by  Henry  the  third,  in  the  hrft  Year  of  his. 
Reign, whichwas  nine  Years  before  he  granted  one  to  Eng~ 
land,  which  feems  to  be  but  a  Copy  of  ours,  with  little 
more  Variation,  than  the  Names  of  Perfons,  Places  and  the 
like.  As  We  are  np  more  confined  to  this  Charter  of 
Henry  the  third,  than  the  Englijh  are  hy  his  to  them,  I 
chofe  to  lay  before  you,  that  which  contains  the  plained  and 
fulleft  Declarations  of  our  Rights  and  Liberties,  which  I 
I  fhall  occafionajly  apply  in  the  Sequel. 

No  Government  can  Subfift,  in  Freedom  and  Indedcn- 
dence,  without  keeping  up  Strictly,  a  perfect  Ballance 
between  the  Parts,  and  obliging  the  Head  and  every  Mem- 
ber of  the  Body  Politic  to  difcharge  its  refpective  Functi- 
on, within  its  proper  Sphere, 

It  is  the  want  of  underftanding,  or  regarding  this  Prin- 
ciple, that  has  always  occafioned  differences  between  the 
King  and  People,  and  raifcd  thofe  hateful  Diftincl;ions  of 
Court  and  Country  Party.  What  Slaves,  can  be  fo  Per- 
verfe,  fo  bafe,  or  fo  wicked,  as  to  infinuate,  that  a  King 
of  thefe  Realms  can  have  any  Intereft,  Separate,  or  diftbet 
from  that  of  his  Country,  or  his  People  ?  Both  have,  and 
can  have,  but  one  common  Intereft.  Every  Step  the  King 
is  Advanced  towards  an  Incroachment  on  the  Rights  of 
the  People,  fo  far  is  he  abafed  and  weakened,  inftead  of 

exalted  ; 
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exalted ;  and  the  nearer  is  the  national  Cpnftitution  brought 
to  a  final  Diflblution.  And  fo  on  the  contrary,  the  Peo- 
ple cannot  be  fafe  if  their  King  be  Weakened  or  difhonqr- 
red  i  for  this  mult,  likewife,  endanger  the  Common  Wealth. 

The  Syitem  of  yoqr  Constitution,  which  this  Charter 
exhibits,  every  Man  of  what  Ranjt,  or  Degree  foever,  is 
indifpenfably  bound  to  preferve  and  to  obferve.  And  no 
Friend  to  our  Eftabliftimant  can  fufTer  the  King,  or  his  Mi- 
nifters  to  violate  the  Obligations  on  their  Parts,  any  more 
than  they  would  fuffer  the  Subjects  to  break  Faith  and 
Allegiance  to  the  Government,  on  theirs. 

We  are  made  free  by  our  Laws,  and  muft  continue 
fo,  while  due  Regard  is  Paid  to  them.  And  as  they 
Bind  the  Small  and  Great  alike,  no  man  can  be  exempted 
from  them,  without  doing  Violence  to  the  Cpnftitution. 
As  all  Men  mould  Combine  to  Support  the  Laws  of  their 
Country,  fwee  upon  the  due  Obfervance  of  them  depends 
the  well-being  of  the  whole  •,  fo  all  Men  mould  Combine 
to  bring  the  moft  Powerfull  Delinquents  to  due  Obedience, 
to  the  Law,  or  tc»  condign  Punifhment. 

As  he,  that  Conceals  a  Traitorous  Confpiracy  againft 
the  Government,  is  guilty  of  Trcafon,  and  accountable 
for  alj  the  Mifchjefs  that  do,  or  may,  Enfue,  for  want  of  a 
Difcovery  ;  fo  he  that  fees  any  Incroachment,  made,  or 
likely  to  be  made,  pn  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Peo- 
ple, who  are  always  moftly  in  danger,  from  the  Power 
of  the  great  ♦,  ancl  does  not  difcover  it,  is  accefTary  to  all 
the  Evils,  that  may  or  fhall  attend  his  Country :  For,  as 
every  fuch  Incroachment  mud  tend,  directly,  or  indirectly, 
to  the  Subveffion  of  the  national  Conftitution,  fo  every 
Perfon,  who  Countenances  or  Conceals  fuch  incroach- 
ments,  is  an  Enemy  to  his  King  and  Country,  and,  in 
fome  Degree,  a  Parricide. 

From  this"  Principle  it  is,  that  I  have  undertaken  this 
Task,  unequal  to  it  as  I  may  be  found.  If  I  mould  be 
wrong,  my  good  Intentions  mould  plead  my  Excufe. 
But  it  is  but  Charity  to  believe  me  in  the  Right,  till  the 

contrary 
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contrary  is  made  to  appear,  and  no  Man  has  publicly,  yet, 
contradicted  a  fmgle  Afibtion  1  have  made. 

If  the  above  Pofitions  be  juft,  j#dge  for  your  felves, 
who  is  moft  likely  to  ferve  you  faithfully  in  Parliament. 
Enquire  whether  or  no,  any  incroachments  on  the  popular 
Power  and  Privileges  has  been  made  or  threatened  ?  And 
by  whom  ?  And  who  is  moft  likely  to  contend  for  Re- 
drefs  of  pafs'd,  and  to  obvuee  impending,  Grievances? 
Let  this  Charter  be  the  Teft  tf  your  Liberties,  and 
weigh  thefe  important  Matters,  as  becomes  Freemen  and 
good  Subjects.  Remember  that  if  you  be  not  free,  it  mult 
be  your  own  Faults.  And  that,  as  w.  blefs  our  Anceftors 
for  leaving  us  free,  fo  your  Posterity  will  heap  Curfes  on 
you,  if  you  be  in  any  wife  inftrumental,  or  but  barely 
consenting,  to  the  intailing  Slavery  on  them.  But  of  the 
later  I  have  no  Fear,  becaufe  you  have,  of  late,  convinced 
me,  and  indeed  every  Body,  that  you  will  aflert  and  vin- 
dicate your  Rights,  as  far  as  they  are  made  known  to 
you ;  and  as  far  as  they  have  come  within  my  Knowlege, 
I  fhall,  on  this  Aflurance,  open  them  to  your  view,  if 
it  pleafes  God  to  fpare  the  Freedom  of  the  Prefs,  and  die 
jjfe  of, 

My  best  biloved  Brethren  and  Friends, 

Tours  moft  faithfully 

aud  affeftionately% 

C.  Lucas. 

Dublin  0&. 
29th.  j  748* 
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A     SEVENTH 

ADDRESS 

T  O     T  H  E 

FREE    CITIZENS, 

AND 

FREE- HOLDERS, 

OF     THE 

City  of  DUBLIN. 


BRETHREN,  and  FELLOW-CITIZENS, 

HAVING  endeavored  to  give  you  a  View  of 
the  firfta  or  Monarchical  Ejtase,  and  the  Extent 
and  Bounds  of  the  King's  Prerogative ',  in  my 
fifth  Addiefs^  with  the  Proofs  of  my  principal  Aflertions, 
in  my  Jixtb,  I  come  now  to  the  fecond  Head  propofed, 
namely,  explaining  the  fecond,  or  Arislocratical  Eifate 
in  our  Government. 

But  before  I  can  come  to  that  ^Particular,  I  muft  firft 
give  fome  general  Account  of  our  national  Councils,  by 
whatfoever  Appellations  they  have  been  dignified,  or 
Jfnown. 

Th©> 
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Tho'  ro  Record  be  prtfeived,  to  (hew  the  exacl:  Peri- 
od of  Time,  when  our  Form 61  Government  commenced, 
yet,  it  is  evident,  from  cur  moR  antient  Hiflones  and 
Records,  thar  no  fupreme  Magi  Urate,  fince  the  lnfti- 
tution  ot  the  Regal  Office,  ever  governed,  legally  and 
peaceably,  without  a  Council  •,  wliich  appears  to  have 
confided,  in  the  earlieft  Ages,  of  Men  renowned  for 
JV;fd^m,  and  Virtue  ;  the  cardinal  Qualities  of  LegiQa- 
torsand  judges. 

Th  i  s  Counc  i  l,  before  the  Norman  I nvajion,  was  called 
MiCHAELSiNOTH,o'rMiCKT.ESY\oD,M:ctf  aelGemot, 
or  Mickle  Mote,  Wittena  Gemote  ;  that  is,  the 
Great  Synod \  Grand  Courts  Convention,  or  Council,  or  the 
Council  of  Sages  of  the  Realm .     Sometimes,  Co :a  i  t  i  a , 
Assisa,  Commune  Concilium   Regnt,   Generale 
Concilium   Regni,  or  Concilium  Reoni,  ihe  Af- 
fembly,  the  JJJize  or  Sejfion,  the   Ccmmon-L,  until,  Gene- 
ral- Council,  or  Council  of  the  Realm.     And,  it  is  demon- 
ftrably  and  inconteflably  true,  that  no  lawful  Act  of  State 
ever  has,  or  ever  can  be  made,  by  die  fupreme  Magi- 
ftrate,  or  King,  in  his  public  and  political  Capacity,  hut 
by  and  with  the  ddvice  andC  nfrn-*  of  that  ^J/embly,  Con- 
vention, Court,  or   f  ouriL  I  ;  by  whatsoever  Name,  or 
Titule  it  may,  c  ■  (hall,  be  diftinguifhed.     This  is,  be- 
yond Contradifl  or    evinced,  by  all   the  authentic  Re- 
cords of  Ac.     ii   :nace  ;  which,  tho'  executed  by  the 
King,  were,  r  1  1  are.  ever  to  be  moved,  or  advifed  and 
conjented  to,  by  th<   Staiet  o    ^ne  People,  diftinguifhed 
by,  Magxaftfi    QfiimaL  ,   St  ii  res,  Smatores,  Barcnes, 
&c.  Nobles,  Elders,  or  Sages,  Senators,  Barons,  &x. 
And  by  Popultis,  Communitas,  Liberi  Homines,  &c.  tiy 
the  People^  orComj  lonalty,  or  Freemen  oi   we  Realm  ^ 
that  is,  all  Men,  who  ar~  not  of  the fuond Elate,  that  is, 
Lords  of  Parliament,  are  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  Houfe  of 
Cbmmons,  ejther  in  Perfon,  as  formerly,  or  by  Repre- 
sentation as  ar  prcfent ;  partly,  (  bagmentativ^  ;  partly, 
Repreiencaiive.     For  without  the  Advice  and  C  on- 
sent  of  both  thefe  Eftates,  or  the  Majority  of  each,  !u- 
]y,  regularly  convened,  and  freely  fitting   and  deliberat- 
ing, no  Law  can  be  made,  repealea  or  altered. 
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I  Shall  trouble  you  but  with  two  Proofs  of  this  Af- 
lertion,  out  of  many  that  might  be  brought,  beyond  the 
German  Invaiion.  King  Canute  granted  certain  Privi- 
leges to  the  Abby  of  St.  Edmund's  Bury,  in  a  Council, 
which  confided  of  Archbifhops,  Bifbops,  Abbots,  Dukes, 
Earls,  with  avail  many  Kntgbts9  and  a  great  Multitude 
ef  People i  unanimoujly  Confenting  to  this  A 51.  And  in 
Edward  the  Confejfor3*  Reign,  Tythes  were  granted  to 
the  Church,  by  the  King,  Barons  and  People.  The 
Conduct  of  William  the  firft  ferves  to  illuflrate  the 
Truth  of  this  Proportion.  Th  ■. $  Invader  poflefled  him- 
felf  of  the  Tiiule  and  Power  of  abfolute  Monarchy,  by 
Force  of  Arms.  But  he  wifely  judged,  that  though  he 
might  fubjugate  the  Perfcvs  of  the  People,  while  he  was 
able  to  keep  up  a  Superior,  Military  Force,  he  yet,  could 
never  hope,  by  coercive  means,  to  fubdue  their  Minds  : 
For,  the  People  had  loo  long  enjoyed  the  Bleflings  of  a 
Free,  Popular  Government,  to  be  infenfibleof  its  Sweets, 
or  regardlefs,  or  indifferent  in  preferving  fuch  a  Condi- 
tution.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  kngVjlo  never 
could,  and  probably  never  may,  fubmit  to  any  Incroach- 
nient  on  their  Liberties  ;  but  where  all  the  Forms  of  the 
Government  were  kept  up.  They  may,  by  Fraud,  but 
never  will,  by  Force,  be  lead  into  Slavery. 

W  i  ll  1  am  the  firft,  who  had  Sagacity  enough  to  difcern 
the  Genius  of  the  People;  wifely  judged,  it  wouki  be 
JV'adrefs  to  oppofe  it,  openly.  He  contented  himfelf 
wirh  glutting  his  Mercenaries  and  Vajj'als,  with  the 
Spoils  of  the  Country  •,  but  gave  them  the  Lands  of  the 
vanquifhed  to  be  poflefled  by  the  lame  Tenures,  and  up- 
on the  fame  Terms,  that  the  Englijh  had  before  enjoyed 
them.  And,  when  he  had  eftablifhed  them,  he  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Conftitution  of  the  Country,  called 
Free  Common-Councils,  or,  as  they  have  fince 
been  called,  Parliaments,  and  reflored  the  Go- 
vernment to  the  State  in  which,  upon  the  Inquiiition  of 
twelve  Sworn  Men  ineveryCounty,  he  found  it  had  been, be- 
fore his  lnvafion  :  For  in  his  Law,  or  Magna  Charta, 
recited  in  the  fixth  Addrefs,  p.  %.  now  paiTed  almoft  fe- 
ren  hundred  Years,  he,  in  one  Phrafe,  aiTcrcs  the  Here- 
ditary 
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ditary  Freedom  of  the  Subject,  and  the  Rights  of  the  Com- 
mon Council^  as  well,  'as  to  0ze;#  Power. 

ome  flavifh  Opponents  of  our  Form  of  Parliaments 
w  ikl)  rend  for  the  exclufion  of  the  Commons  from 
thai  ouncil,  by  attempting  to  produce  Precedents  from 
antic  n  i  ecords,  to  fhew,  that  the  Kings  oft<nh€ld  Coun- 
cils, in  which  lundry  Matters -were  tran faceted,  to  which 
the  Commons  were  ,  ■■:  c  died  5  in  which,  coniauiently, 
they  were  neithei  aiding,  nor  .  •;,  much  lefs  confent- 

ing  To  prove  this  Affertion,  fome  Intlances  are  par- 
tially given.  But  whoever  will  take  a  fair  and  impartial 
View  of  theie  Affairs,  will  find,  that  thele  Inilances  ferve 
only  to  ^ew,  that  the  Kings  called  different  c  ounciis,  as 
different  Emergencies  icquired,  oi  inch  Perfons,  as 
were  bed  qualified  to  debate,  orauvife  upon  the  particular 
Occahons.      As  foi  Example  5 

In  Matters  relating  to  the  Crown,  alone,  the  Nobles^ 
only,  or  the  Kng's  "tenants  in  Chief,  who  were  bound 
to  attend  his  Court,  and  to  Advife,  were  called  to  Council. 

In  Matters  relating  to  the  Church,  the  Clergy  were 
called  to  this  Council  of  Lords  •,  and  fometimes,  alone. 

i  n  Matters  relating  to  Aids,  and  the  impefing  'faxes,  for 
carrying  on  Wars,  fuch  as  were  obliged  to  contribute  to 
fuch  Aids,  or  i  axes,  were  called  to  ConJ'ent,  to  afcertain 
and  levy  the  Quantity,  or  Sum. 

But  in  Matters  concerning  the  public  Liberties,  or 
CGinmon- Rights,  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  of  Men,  above 
Bond/men,  or  Vajfals,  were  to  be  convened,  and  confult- 
ed  •,  and  in  fuch  Conventions,  it  is  evident,  the  Commons 
mult,  at  all  times,  have  been  the  mod:  Powerful,  as  the 
m^ft  [Numerous  tfody. 

Before  ]  come  to  touch  upon  either  Eftate,  of 'Lords , 
or  Qmmons,  fe  arately,  I  judge  it  expedient  to  give  you 
a  f\.m'.'>  •  ry  View  of  the  antient  Councils. 

Ths  fird  great  Council,  edabliihed,  by  our  Saxon 
Anceftors,  in  bngla  \d,  confided  of  Nobles  and  Freemen  ^ 
who  met,  and,  in  Council,  communed  together  at  certain 
dated  [Time:  and  Places;  Before  Christianity,  they 
met,  at  the  New  and  Full  Moon.     Afterwards,  at  the 
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Feafts  of  the  Nativity,  Eafter,  and  Pentecofi.     When 
they  chofe  a  King,  he  was  called  to  prcfide  in  their  Coun- 
cils.    And  the  convoking  all  Councils,  on  extraordinary 
Occafions,  was,  then,  committed  to   him.     For   about 
two  Centuries,  our  great  Councils,  called,  as  before  ob- 
ferved,    Mickle-mote,    or  Wittenagemote,    confifled   of 
King,  Nobles  and  Freemen.     Then  the  Bi/hops  were  ad- 
mitted ;  not  as  a  third  Eftate,  but  as  Men  fuppofed  to 
be  endowed  with  all  the  Qualities,  that  could  enoble   a 
Man,  Wifdom,  Virtue  and  Religion  -9  and  therefore,  mod 
fit  to  advife  Kings,  and  LegiOators.     After  their  Ad- 
mifllon,  they  found  means  to  in  veil  them  with  Legifla- 
tive  Power.  For  we  are  informed  of  Acts,  pafTed  by  a 
Common-Council ',  confuting,  as  wdl  of  the  Clergy,  as  of 
the  People  ;  others,  by  the  Advice  and  Decree  of  the  Bi- 
fhops,  of  all  the  Senators,  and  of  the  wifejt  Elders  of  the 
People  ;  others,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Sages  ;  and  fo  forth. 
Afterwards,  all  Acts   were   pafTed,  in  Council,  by  the 
King,  Barons,  and  People. 

All  Matters,  of  what  kind  foever,  relating  to  the 
Welfare  of  the  State,  or,  even,  of  any  Individual,  was 
brought  under  the  Cognizance  of  this  .  ouncil  Offen- 
ders, of  a'Public,  as  well  as  private  Nature,  were  pu- 
nifhed  ;  Grievances  were  removed  -,  Exigencies  and  In- 
conveniences provided  for  -,  Leagues  and  Alliances  with 
foreign  States  were  framed  ;  Laws  were  pafTed,  for  the 
good  Government  and  the  Security  of  the  Lives,  Liber- 
ties and  Properties  of  the  People,  and  for  the  Eftablifh- 
ment  and  Regulation  of  Religion  ;  and  all  Officers  of  the 
State  were  elected  in,  and  by,  the  Mickle-mote,  or  WiUe- 
nagemote. 

Th  i  s  Grand  Council  was  ever  held  facred,  and  all  the 
Members  had  Safe  pafs  in  going  to,  or  returning  from, 
the  AfTembly,  unkfs  fuch,  as  were  notorious  Offenders. 

Th£  i  r  Place  of  meeting  was,  at  firft,  in  the  open  Fields. 
And,  tho'  it  was  called  the  Council  of Sages,  or  wife  Men, 
yet  every  Freeman,  that  would,  had  an  unqueftionabje 
Right,  to  be  preient,  and  oiler  any  Motion,  or  Propo- 
rtion: 
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fition  to  the  Aflfembly,  or  to  exprefs  his  Approbation,  of 
Difapprobation  ot  any,  chat  war,  offered,  or  debated  $ 
and  co  pronounce  his  Consent ,  or  his  Negative,  in  much 
the  fame  Manner,  as  it  is  now  done  in  our  Parliamt   is. 

Hj  r,  it  being  found,  in  iJrorefso>  Time,  vcy  neon- 
venient  for  all  the  People  of  the  Realm,  to  meet  in  this 
Planner;  and  impoilible,  tro;n  their  g  owing  Multitude,, 
to  tranfact  Affairs,  to  make  their  Sentiments  g  *ner  illy 
known,  or,  even,  to  Collect  the  Suffrages  of  the  .  \fV  - 
bly,  with  any  Degree- of  Regularity,  or  Certainty ;  it 
was  judged  expedient,  to  limit  and  ascertain  the  dumber 
of  the  Council,  as  well  Nobles,  as  Commons  For,  the 
Number,  as  well,  as  the  Diflinction  of  each,  became 
very  uncertain,  and  precarious. 

The  Saxon  Nobility  confitted  of  feveral  Gaffes,  de- 
nominated from  the  particular  Virtue,  by  and  for  which 
they  were  enobled.  Every  Man,  who  dittn  guilhed 
himfelf,  by  a  Courfe  of  wife  and  virtuous  Actions,  par- 
ticularly, by  fteady  Wifdom  in  the  Councils,  or  by 
Prowcfs  and  Valor  in  the  Field,  neve;  failed  of  the  juft 
Reward  of  his  Merit.  He  ranked  among  the  Nobility; 
and  the  Honor  was  allowed  to  defcend  to  his  Poftenty, 
fo  long  as  they  appeared  to  poifefs  the  Virtues  and  other 
good  Qualities  oi  their  Fathers,  but  no  longer.  From 
•among  thefe  the  King  was  elected,  and  trie  Titulc  and 
Office  defended  to  the  Heirs,  as  that  of  a  Nobleman 
did.  This  high  Rewrd  raifed  fuch  a  Spirit  ot  Emula- 
tion, that  great  Numbers  contended  tor,  and,  in  turn, 
obtained  the  glorious  Jnze.  Sucn  became  the  immedi- 
ate, attendant  Council  of  the  King,  in  all  Matters  of 
Government;  and  the  chief  Judges,  in  Law  and  Equi- 
ty :  Arc,  of  fuch  alone,  was  his  Court  compiled. 
\  ,ie  alone  could,  thin,  raife  a  Man  to  Peerage,  or  a 
*Threne. 

T^e  Saxon  Freemen  were  all  fuch,  as  held  Al- 
lodial, or  Free  and  Independent,  Efutes;  and  were,  m 
their  L'erforjs  and  Properties,  Subject  to  no  Power,  Com- 
piilHon,  or  Reft  unt,  but  fuch  as  vas  impofed  by  Laws* 
made  by  their  own  Free  and  Voluntary  Confent.     This 
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Eight  ran  in  Defcent,  like  the  Nobility.  In  ftiort,  all 
thole,  that  were  not  Bound  to  any  Vajjallage  to  a  Lard, 
as  iome  were  in  thofe  Days  •,  had  a  Right  to  Vote  in  the 
leaking  Laws,  and  in  the  electing  the  Executioners  of 
Jtheie  Laws  j  and  were  Freemen  :  Thefe  were  a  very  Nu- 
merous, and  a  very  confiderable  Body -,  And  were  divided 
into  three  ClaiTes,  as  now  intended  in  our  Houte  of 
Commons,  but  of  different  Denominations,. 

It  is  eafy,  to  conceive  the  Difficulty  or  aiTembling  fuch 
a  Number  •,  the  Detriment,  the  Public  muft  fuftain  by  fo 
many  being,  unntcelTarily,  taken  up,  in  the  Councils  •, 
and  the  almoft  impolTibility,  ox  keeping  fuch  a  Multitude 
together,  for  the  Time  necelTary  for  tranfadting  the  legis- 
lative Affairs  of  the  Nation,  or  pf  conducting  them,  and 
gathering  their  Suffrages,  with  Regularity. 

Thsse  Difficulties  and  lnconveniencies  were  obviated, 
without  ar  v  Infringement, or  Abridgement  of  tjie  Rights 
or  Privileges  of  any  Individual,  and  for  the  general  Emo- 
lument of  the  whole  Community  ;  by  eftablifhing  a 
certain,  legal  Qualification  tor  the  Nohl  yy  and  by  em- 
powering the  Freemen  to  cbufe.  from  among  themfelves. 
Representatives  ^  to  ferve  them  in  the  Council  ;  a  certain 
Number  from  every  Divifion  of  the  Kingdom,  winch 
was,  or  ffiould  be,  made,  into  Counties,  Cities,  or  BurT 
roughs.  Thus  a  regular  Form  and  Method  of  holding 
the  Great  Council  was  infhruted,  Free  from  Popular  Con- 
fufion,  and  every  other  Objection. 

After  the  Norman  tnvafion,  the  Name  of  the  nati- 
onal Council  was  charged,  to  that  of  Parliament^  or,  as 
fomeof  the  Law-writers  call  it.  The  H-gh  Court  of 
Parliament;  that  is, the  Cou'tof  Free-Speech^  for,  fuch 
is  the  import  ol  the  Word,  Parliament :  The  Members 
being  accountable  to  no  \  an,  for  what  paffes  there. 

I  h  i  s  Cpurt  confifts  of  the  King,  in  his  Political  Ca- 
pacity, The  Lords,  and  The  Commons  ol  the  Realm  •, 
as  did  the  Mickle-mote.  But,  inftead  of  the  Aggregate 
Body,  as  in  the  later,  here  is  the  Reprefentative  only  •, 
which  forms  the  Great  Body  Corporate  and  Politic  of  the 
Realm. 
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The  three  Eft  cites  formerly  fat  together.  But  it  was 
found  expedient,  rirft,  to  remove  the  King,  as  his  Power 
and  Influence  augmented ;  tnat  his  Prefence  may  not  re- 
ft rain,  or  biafs  the  Members  in  their  Debates  *,  which 
rnufl  ever  be  carried  on,  with  the  utmoft  Opennefs  and 
Freedom.  After  that,  the  two  Ejlates  o£  Lords  and 
Commons  fat  together,  with  one  Common  Speaker  at 
their  Head.  But  this,  like  wife,  was  found  inexpedient, 
as  the  Members  of  either  Eftate  claimed  feparate  and 
diftincl:  Powers  and  Privileges  from  the  other.  So  they 
parted ;  and  fat,  ever  fince,  in  two  different  Houfes, 
with  a  Speaker  proper  to  each ;  referving  an  occaftonal 
lntercourfe,  by  way  of  Mefiages  and  Conferences,  to  and 
with  each  other. 

These  premifd,  I  mail  now  endeavour  to  (hew,  of 
what  Members  each  Eftate  i*  to  confut,  and  ho  v  they 
are  feverally  appointed,  or  elected,  in  t lie  propoied  Or- 
der-, with  the  leparate  Powers  and  Privileges  of  each, 
and  the  joint  Powers  of  both. 

Of  the  Second,  or  A ridocratical  Estate,  called, 
The  IIousje  ot  P*ers. 

Ti  e  Eounders  of  all  the  European  Monarchies  were, 
for  the  mod  part,  foreign  Invaders  and  Conquerors  -,  who 
etuiblifhed  a  kind  of  mixed  Government,  upon  the  Mo- 
del of  the  Military,  with  a  Mixture  of  Civil  Cuftoms; 
and  divided  the  Land  of  the  vanquished,  between  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers,  referving  certain  Fees*  or  Feodal 
Serines*  to  the  Coiqueror. 

When  William  the  firft  invaded  England*  he  chang- 
ed the  Nature  of  their  Tenures,  which  were  then  Allo- 
dial, or  Free  and  Independent,  to  Feodal,  that  is,  fub- 
je<5  to  certain  Fees*  or  Services  •,  which  made  their  Es- 
tates depend  upon  their  Allegiance  to  him.  For  he 
felzed  the  Eftates  of  all,  that  he  found  in  Arms  againft 
him  ;  and  conferred  them  on  his  Normans.  And  all,  that 
were  not  in  Arms  againft  him,  he  compelled,  to  take  out 
Patents  of  their  Lands,  to  be  held  from  the  Crown,  by 
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Fees,  or  Service^  one  kind  or  other.  In  order  to  effeft 
this  more  compleady,  he  had  a  general  Survey  of  the 
Whole  Lands  ofthe  Kingdom,  made  and  regiftred;  which 
was  called  Dome/day :  Half  the  conquered  Territories  he 
took  to  himfelf  :  This  was  looked  upon,  as  the /acred 
Patrimony  of  the  Prince-,  and  is  called,  in  the  Law  Books, 
the  King's  Laud,  or  the  antient  Deme/ne  of  the  Crown, 
Twt  reft  was  divided  among  the  Military  Men,  in 
Proportionate  Lots,  according  to  their  feveral  Ranks, 
or  piaffes  in  the  Army,  for  their  Valor  and  Services  m 
which,  they  were  before  dignified  with  the  Honorable 
Titules  of  Dukes,  Earls,  Barons,  &c.  Dukes,  then,  af- 
ter the  Lonqueft,  were  made  Lords  of  Provinces  •,  Earl-, 
or  Counts,  of  Counties-,  Barons,  of  Baronies,  &c.  in 
Confequence  of  which  Grant,  as  of  common  Right*  e- 
very  Grantee  was  obliged  to  attend  on  the  Grantees  \Jer-- 
fonj  to  aid  him  wirh  faithful  Coqnfel  ;  and,  in  flirtrt,  to 
render  him  all  other  ufual,  or  referred Fwdtl  Duties  and 
Services  whatfoever. 

Ever  fince,  alt  Lands  are  (kid  to  be  h  Id,  mediately, 
or  immediately,  from  the  Crown  :  For,  tftcy  certainly  were 
all  granted  to  the  Soldiery,  and  Natives,  as  before  obferye  ', 
to  be  held  of  the  King,  by  certain  ftipulated  Services,  for 
the  Defence  and  Prefervation  of  the  Government :  For, 
all  antient,  original  Grants  were  conditional,  not  abfolute. 

Grants  of  this  Kind  were  called  Fie/s  ;  They  were, 
originally,  and  that,  for  the  mod  Part,  univerfal!y,butfor 
a  Term  of  Years,  or  perhaps  for  Life:  But  an  ufurping 
King  of  France,  in  order  to  get  his  Titule  to  the  Crown 
eftabhihed,  by  the  People-,  propofed  to,  them  the  mak- 
ing their  Fief's  hereditary,  with  the  deiired  Succefs. 

This  Policy  the  Norman  U/wper  obferved  in  En- 
gland -,  as  one  Powerful  means,  of  engaging  all  the  No- 
bles in  his  Intereft  And,  it  is  likely,  he  found  this  Im- 
provement of  the  Fecial  i enures,  his  bed  Security  and 
Support ;  and,  probably,  that  his  conquering  Army 
would  not  be  contented  to  accept  their  Debentures , 
upon  worfe  Terms,  than  the  feodal  I  enures "were  then 
eilaolhhed,  in  hiormandy  and  other  Parts  of  France. 

From 
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From  this  JEra,  I  chufe  to  trace  the  (late  of  the 
Peerage  ot  England.  And,  1  find,  it  is  n  -ally  allowed, 
that  thefe  Honors  were,  fince,  heid,  or  obtained,  by  Te- 
nure, by  Writ)  or  by  Patent. 

The  firft  was  the  only  Titule  to  Peerag.%  known  in 
England,  till  the  later  end  of  the  Reign  ot  Henry  the 
third.  7  he  <rttendanee  of  the  Nobles  in  Parliament 
wai,  but  a  peodJ  Service  ;  which,  by  the  Tenure  of 
their  Lands,  and  the  Oath  of  Homage  they  had  taken, 
they  were  bound  to  render  unto  theKir.g,  as  to  the  fove- 
reign  Lord  of  their  Fiefs. 

Every  Pier,  then,  attending  the  King's  Court,  or 
fitting  in  Parliament,  attended,  or  fat,  in  right  ot  his 
Barony  •,  and,  tho*  he  had  received  his  firft  Titule  from 
the  Crown,  and  was  actually  a  Counfellor  of  the  Crown; 
yet  was  he,  as  much  a  Trujtee,  and  a  Reprefentative  in 
Parliament,  for  his  Barony  ;  and,  therefore,  for  the  whole 
Common-Wealth;  as  a  Knight  of  a  Snite,  a  Citizen, 
or  a  Burgefs,  is,  for  the  County,  City,  or  tfurrough, 
for  whicii  he  is  chofen. 

Henry  the  third  was  the  firft  King,  we  find,  who 
altered  this  moft  antient  and  excellent  Titule  of  Peers 
to  a  Seat  in  Parliament.  For,  when  he  became  victo- 
rious oyer  the  Barons,  who  oppofed  his  Tyranny,  he 
took  upon  him,  to  cull  the  Peers ;  admitting,  or  fum- 
moning  fome,  by  Writ,  who  had  no  Right  by  tenure  ; 
and  excluding  liich  of  the  antient  Barons  by  Tenure,  as 
he  judged  unfit  for  his  black  Purpofes.  This  Method 
continued,  till  the  Reign  of  Richard  the  Second  ;  who 
introduced  the  third  Sort  of  &ecrsx  by  a  new  Method 
of  creating  'hem,  by  Letters  Pate  it. 

Tho'  the  Titule  of  Peer,  or  Brxnn  be  n'>w,  by  com- 
mon Ufage,  appropriated  to  Lords  of  Parliament  only ; 
yet,  were,  each  of  them,  formerly  ufed,  to  denote  any 
Clafs  of  Freemen.  The  Word,  Peer,  fignifies  a  Man 
of  equal  Condition  ;  fo  Jthat  every  M  an  ha:  his  Petr,  in 
Law.  And  the  Freemen  of  feveral  Cities  and  Ports  in 
England,  were,  once,  railed  Br^ns.  But  the  true 
Senfe  oi  thefe  Words  is  to  be  taken  from  die  Law- 
Writers;  and,  from  them,  the  later  Titule  wiii  appear,  to 
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be  merer)  Febd&l,  dt\d  to  fignify  the  Tenants  in  Chief  of 
tjie  Crown,  or  ot  an)  I  ord  :  The  former  of  which 
were  diftinguiihed,  ir  antient  Charters,  from  the  Te- 
nants  of  other  Lords,  by  calling  them,  the  King's  Ba- 
rons. 

No  Kingdom,  of  Gothic  Inftitution,  can  befuppofed 
to  Slibfift,  without  Larom  and  ilaromes,.  They  are  reck- 
oned eflential,  to  the  Conilkution  of  a  Kingdom-,  a?  Free- 
holders are,  to  that  of  a  Barony,  or  Manor.  All  Ranks 
of  Men  are  to  be  tried  by  their  Peers,  or  Equals.  And, 
as  the  Judicial  A  els  of  a  Baron,  or  Lord  of  a  Manor, 
are  to  be  done  in  his  Court,  which  cannot  be  held,  with- 
out Free-  holders  ;  every  Lord  of  a  Manor  was  necefll- 
tated,  to  provide  his  Barony  with  a  fuinxient  number  of 
Free- holders. 

The  Barons  of  Parliament  were  fuch  only,  as  held 
their  Lands,  as  Military  Tenants,  from  the  King  •,  not 
as  from  a  private  Perfon,  or  Lord,  but  from  his  Ma- 
jefty,  in  his  public,  political  Capacity,  by  their  Barony: 
Which  implied  a  higher,  and  more  noble  Service,  than 
any  of  the  ordinary  Tenures  -,  the  principal  part  of  which 
was,  to  attend  the  King  in  Perfon,  whenfoever  fum- 
moned,  and  to  give  him  faithful!  Counfel. 

However  honorable  and  beneficial  this  kind  of  Ser- 
vice be  now  found,  it  was  once  deemed  troublefome  and 
burdeniome ;  and,  as  fuch,  complained  of,  even,  by 
the  Clergy,  who  have,  finee,  iooked  upon  the  Baronies,  an- 
nexed to  their  Bifhopricks,  as  very  advantageous  :  For 
they,  formerly,  petitioned  to  be  difcharged  from  the 
Service,  fuggefting,  that  they  held  no  Land  by  Barony^ 
or  Baronage. 

Baronage  by  Tenure,  was  then  a  Feodal  Inflitution. 
The  Service,  impofed  upon  the  original  Grantees,  which 
was  the  Foundation  of  the  Baronage  -,  muff,  have  been 
done,  by  their  Confent  :  Ana  fo,  the  antient  Creation 
of  Barons  may,  not  improperly,  be  deemed  an  Ordinance^ 
or  Act  of  Council,  or  Parliament^  being  done  by  com* 
mon  Confent  of  all  Parties  ;  as  is  declared  in  the  fifty- 
eighth  Law  of  V/ilUam  the  firft.     This  makes  it  more 

than 
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than  Probable,  that  the  King  had,  then,  no  way  of  in- 
creafing  the  number  of  Barons  of  Parliament,  but  by 
lopping  off,  and  granting  away  forne  of  the  Royal  De- 
rnefn?+  which,  by  the  Law,  and  the  Coronation  Oath, 
the  King  might  not  do. 

T«*  principal  Privileges,  of  the  Perfons  of  Peers,  arc 
founded  upon  their  being  Feodal  Barons.  For,  the  rea- 
fon,  why  they  may  not  be  arretted  by  a  Subject,  is  evi- 
dently this;  that  they  are  iuppofed,  to  be  attendant  Coun- 
cil to  the  Crown  ;  and,  that  fufricient  Effetls  may  always 
be  round,  on  the  Demefne  of  their  Baronies,  to  be  dif- 
trained  for  any  Debt.  And  they  are  exempted  from  ferv- 
ing  on  Juries  and  Inquefls,  by  the  pre-engagement  of 
their  Feodal  Services  to  the  Crown.  This  later  Privilege, 
was  claimed^  by  fome  of  the  Barons,  that  were  not 
called  to  Parliament  by  Henry  the  third.  For,  tho'  every 
Lord  of  Parliament,  was,  before  this  King's  coniuTed 
Reign,  a  Baron  ;  yet,  after,  every  Baron  was  not  a  Lord 
of  Parliament  :  For,  none  but  Rich,  as  had  been  fum- 
moned  by  Writ,  which  were  fUch  only  as  the  King  chofe, 
were  admitted. 

This  leads  me  to  thefecond  Clafs  of  Peers. 

While  the  Baronage  Subfifted  on  the  Feodal  Foot- 
ing, every  Baron  had  a  Right  to  be  fummoned  to  Par- 
liament. But  many,  growing  weary  of  the  Trouble  of 
attending,  before  Minifters  learned  to  make  their  Pla- 
ces profitable;  and  therefore,  defnirg  to  be  excufed, 
were  not  fummoned.  And,  when  the  Difference  arofe 
between  Henry  the  third  and  the  Barons,  and  he  conquer- 
ed them ;  he  fummoned  nor  %  but  his  Favourites,  and 
thofe,  probably,  the  mod  rich  and  powei  full,  mor^  out 
of  Fear,  than  Love  ;  whom  he  (tiled  Bar  ones  Maj /res, 
the  greater  Barons.  This,  probably  thro'  miftake,  firft 
gave  Rife,  to  the  call.ng  Men  to  the  Uoufe  of  Peers,  by 
Writ,  who  were  not  Barons.  Tho',  by  the  nrft  Inno- 
vation of  Henry  the  third,  it  appears,  that  he  did  not  take 
upon  him  to  create  Men  Barons,  or  to  call  Men 
to  Parliament,  as  Peers ;  who  were  not  Barons  before : 
For,  he  might  hav   known,  that,  in  the  later  Cafe,  his 
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Writ  might  avail  nothing  ;  becaufe,  none  but  fuch,  as 
held  Feodal  Tenures,  were  obliged  to  attend  upon  iuch 
Summons. 

The  Perfons,  thus  called,  by  Writ,  to  Parliament, 
were,  by  no  means,  created  Peers\  and  were  only  called 
tor  Advice^  or  Confultaion  with  the  King  and  his  Barons  ; 
which  may  be  done  without  being  made,  thereby,  a 
Lord  of  Parliament :  For,  to  this  EfTecT:,  the  Judges^ 
Mafters  in  Chancery,  Serjeants  at  Law,  and  other  Af- 
fislants   for  Counfel,  are  Summoned  to  every  Sefiion. 

As  to  the  third  fort  of  Peers,  thofe  created  by  Pa- 
tent •,  I  find,  that  the  firft  King,  who  took  upon  him 
to  create  Peers,  in  this  manner ;  was  that  weak  and 
wicked  Prince,  Richard  the  feconcL  Yet,  upwards  of 
thirty,  of  his  Creation,  were,  by  A3  of  Parliament.  And 
it  appears,  by  all  the  other  Patents  for  Honors,  granted 
by  him  and  his  SuccefTors  •,  that  mod  of  them  were,  in 
fact,  hnxRecognitions  of  fupprefled  Feodal  Titules  of  Ho- 
nor, not  new  Creations.  For,  even  this  King,  judging 
Creations,  without  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  Parlia- 
ment, illegal,  or  invalid ;  had  his  Uncle,  whom,  in  the  firft 
Year  of  his  Reign,  he  created  Earl  of  Bucks,  without 
confidting  his  Parliament  ;  created  anew,  in  the  four- 
teenth of  his  Reign,  by  Act  of  Pari  anient ;  and,  as  is 
let  forth  in  trie  latent,  for  the  Security  of  his  Uncle. 
i  But  it  is  moft  remarkable,  that,  except  iome  fuch  Re- 
cognitions, and  a  very  few  new  Grants  of  feodal  Ho^ 
nors,  that  efcheated ;  that  is,  by  forfeiture,  or  for  want 
of  Hei^s,  fell  into  the  Hands  of  the  Crown  ;  all  the 
Peers^  that  were  created  in  England \  between  the  eleventh 
of  Edward  the  third,  and  the  firft  of  Uenry  the  feventh, 
were  created  by  Act  of  Parliament:  Nay,  the  former 
King  applied  to  the  Parliament,  and  had  the  Lords  fe- 
verally  afk^d  their  relpective  Confents,  to  enable  him 
to  make  his  Son-in-Law,  a  Peer  of  England ;  he  being 
a  Foreigner. 

Tk'^bejt  and  great  eft  of  our  Kings  always  moft  ftriclly, 
moft  inviolably  adhered  to,  and  ,,referved,  the  Confuta- 
tion.    Accordingly,  we  find,  all  the  t atents  for  Peerage^ 
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patted  by  Henry  the  fifrh,  except  two,  were  pafled  in 
due  Form,  in  full  Parliament  ;  and  particularly  thofe 
of  his  two  Brothers*  creating  the  one  Earl  of  Ketiuat 
and  Duke  of  Bedford  -,  the  other,  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 
t>uke  of  Gloua/ter.  And  this*  at  the  fame  time,  that 
that  King  exerted  his  jufl  Prerogative,  in  granting  the 
later  BroEher  the  Feudal  County  of  Richmond. 

In  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  fixth,  upwards  of  twenty 
Patents  for  feerage  were  likewife  palled  in  Parlia- 
ment.   And, 

In  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  fourth,  twelve  were' 
pafled,  in  like  manner.  But  there  appears  one  Patent* 
in  this  Reign*  for  the  creating  the  King's  Nephew  Earl 
ot  Lincoln  \  in  which  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  Par- 
liament was  confulted:  For  which  rtafon,  this  extraordi- 
nary Claufe*  and  the  firft  of  the  kind,  is  artfully  infer- 
ted  ;  notwithstanding  any  Cujicm  or  UJage  to  the 
contrary.  Yet  this  Breach  of  the  Conftitution  was  not^ 
by  this  Non  obstante,  confirmed  :  For  all  the  Ba- 
rons, created  afterwards,  till  the  firft  of  Henry  the  fe- 
venth,  had  their  Patents  granted,  by  Authority  of 
Parliament-,  and,  hot  otherwife* 

For  fometime  before  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  feventh^ 
the  greateft  Property,  and,  confequenttyj  the  Ballance  of 
Power,  in  the  three  Estates,  refted  in  the  Lords.  For* 
fince  the  Norman  Invafion,  all  Places  of  any  considerable! 
Profit,  or  Truft,  in  the  State,  were-  given  to  the  Lords 
only.  Nay,  fome  were  overcharged  with  ihconfiftent 
Pluralities.  One  Man  was,  at  the  fame  time,  an  Arch* 
bifhop,  a  Legate,  and  a  Lord  Chief  Juflice  •  another,  a 
Bilhop,  a  Chancellor,  a  Legate,  and  a  Chief  Juflice,  and 
the  like.  The  Crown  was  never,  before  this  Reign, 
fully  able  to  create  a  Lord  of  Parliament,  without  the 
Confent  of  Parliament.  But,  fince,  the  Lords  be- 
ing fet  at  LirTty ,  r<>  transfer  and  i,  :nate  their  FJbtc  s ;  and 
the  Commo  ar  tully  raifed  and  pref  :rred,  in  pure 

Oppofition  to  them  :  Power  has  Oufied,  with  the  Pof- 
fe'ion  ot  Lands  and  Places,  from  the  Lords,  to  the 
Commons  i  who,  tor  the  Jbxchangc,  connived  at  the  in- 
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croachmenr,    and  fince,    have  been   able   to   hold  the 
Ballai.cc,  againit  the  Prerogative^  and  >#j  he    -#r/. 

From  this  time,  the  Crow,   h.ts  cojiftajntlv  Ciugfte^i  ,rie 
fole    Right  of  creating    Peers,    ot    all    denominations. 
But,  by  what  Law  it  was  vefted  in  the     rown,  dots  not,  - 
that  I   can  find,  appear.       t  is  certain,  this  ^  or  e  pf 
the  g  eateft  Changes,  that  our  Confhtu..iun  has,  by  the 
Hands  of  Tyrants,   or    i  lme,  undergone,     For,  iho' 
the  Commons   were  reflored  to  their  juft  Power )    \  et 
the    Confhiuaon    was    greatly   injured.     The    Peerage 
did  not  become    more   noble,  or   honorable,    by  being 
made  the  Gift  ot  a    (ingle  r'erli  n,  infhjfui  ot  tne   Par- 
liament. And  -it  is  .alio  certain,  that  t!,e  fute  oj  Pec  age, 
in   g  neral,  fuffered,  by  this  new  Difpenfauon.      F(>i,  a 
Tiiuie  ot  iloi  or  has  been  known    to  be,  m    former  A - 
ges,  actually  venal :      And  what  was  once  thv jull,  di£- 
tinguifhmg  leeward  of  real  Merit,   tvas  made  the  fordid 
Wages   ot    r>afe   Servility,     and    <hame<ul  Proititution. 
The    Pers  themfelves  were,  by  this,  expofed  lo  into- 
lera  L-   juries  and  Hardfhips  •,  especially,  in  ilrs  Inftance  -9 
that  Lor. is  being  to  be  Tried,  only  by  their  Peers,  were 
lett  m  a  worfe  ttate  than  Commoners ;  when  the  Crown 
might  nam  -  their  Ju    ,  or    a  y    part  of  it,  and  leave 
them  no  Right  to    xcept  to  any  o    th?  Pannet.      T\W 
this  Power  ot  creating   Peers  at  Pkafure,  has  not  been 
directly  oppofed,  by  Parliament,  or  Peers,  fince  Henry. 
■  the  feventh's  Keign,  yet,  u  has,  in   fome  Reigns,  been 
exceftively  murmured  at,  and  complained   of;  parti.  1- 
larly,  in  thofe  ot  the  Stuart  Family,  who  were  all  very 
lavifh  of  Tnules  ot  Honor,      't  has  been  a".  Article  iq 
the  Impeachment  ot  fome  great  and   fayorite  Mipifter^ 
in  two  Reigns ;  and  it  is  certain,  fcliat  a  very  model  ate  u  d 
rational  Exercde  ot  thai  fole^  Pe.-r-crea  rng  Power,  can 
alone  make  it  tolrabl ..      For,  as  the  .umber  ot  Feudal 
Tenures  were  determi.  ed,  the  number  ot    Peers,    is 
well,  as  of  Commons,  were  limited  and  ascertained.  AncL 
if  the  King  may  create,  as  many  Peers  as  he  wfj:),  \i  5S 
not  hard  to  conceive  the  pofliiility  ot  making  dl    he 
Common,  Peers,  which  would  reduce  the  whole  Go- 
vernment to  Anarchy,  or  to  an    lr[ftoc-  acy. 

Thv.  fecond  Estate,  or  Houfeof  Pe°rs,  now,  confirms 
of  Noblemen,  by  Defcent,  or  Creation ;  as  Dukes,  Mar. 
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quifTes,  Earls,  Vifcounts  and  Barons  :  Thefe  are  called, 
Lords  Temporal.  And  of  Arch-Bifhops  and  Bifhops, 
who  hold  in  right  of  their  Baronies,  by  Succedion. 
Thefe  are  called,  The  Lords  Spiritual.  They  were  for- 
merly elected  •,  but,  fince  Henry  the  eighth's  time,  the 
form  of  an  Election  only,  is  kept  up  ;  for  the  Deans 
and  Chapters  are  obliged  to  chufe  the  Perfon  the  King 
nominates  in  his  Writ  of  Conge  D'elire  :  How  agreeable 
to  Magna  Chart  a,  their  Lordjhips  may  judge. 

Tho'  the  Peers  be  of  different  Ranks,  in  oint 
of  Ti'tules  of  honor ;  yet,  they  are  all  Pa  s, 

or  Equals.  Fo^  the  Speech  and  Vote  of  the  inferior 
Degree  is  equally  free  and  valid  with  the  Superior,  in 
all  public  Ads. 

The  Dignity  of  Peerage  is  indefeazable.  For  it  can- 
not be,  by  the  PofrcfTor,  alienated,  transfered,  or  furren- 
dered  to  the  Crown.  It  is  forfeited  in  cafe  of  Treafon, 
&c.  And  may  be  taken  away,  or  extinguifhed,  as 
well  as  granted  by  Act  of  Parliament.  Peers,  who  had 
lofTed  their  Effaces,  as  unable  to  fupport  the  Dignry 
of  Peerage,  aid  to  prevent  the  Abufe  of  their  Pri- 
vileg .',  or  their  being  a  Burden  to  the  Public,  were  de- 
gra  led  by  Parliament ;  As  was  the  Duke  of  Bedford, 
ii  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  fourth :  As  he  was  not  a  Crea- 
ture of  the  Prerogative,  the  King,  alone,  could  not  di- 
ved him  of  his  Honors  :  Nor  is  it  fit  it  mould  be  other- 
wife;  fmce  the  whole  Common- Wealth  is  deeply  interefled 
in  the  Peerage  of  every  Lord. Every  Peer  of  the  Realm 
is  deemed  a  Kinfman  and  Counfellor  to  the  Crown,  and 
is,  by  the  King  filled,  bis  Coufin  and  Counfellor.  In  their 
Judicial  Acts,  and  in  anfwer  to  Bills  in  Chancery,  Peers 
are  to  depofe  upon  their  Honor,  not  upon  Oath.  But 
are  equally  punifhable  with  Commoners,  for  a  Breach  of 
Oath,  in  like  Cafes,  But,  where  Afidavit  is  to  be  made, 
or  Evidence  given,  a  Peer  mud  be  r  ^vorn.  Where  a 
Peer  is  Plaintif,  there  mud  be  two,  or  more  Knights  im- 
panneled  on  the  Jury.  Peers  are  e-. emoted  from  ferving 
on  Juries  arid  [nquefts,  for  Re  tfons  before  given.  Re- 
porting danderous  Tales  of  a  P?er  is  punifhed  by  Im- 
pdfonment.  A  Lord  is  not  to  be  bound  over  to  keep  the 
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Peace  ;  inftead  of  Surety,  his  Promife  to  keep  the  Peace , 
only,  is  required.  Peers  cannot  be  taken,  or  out-lawed, 
in  civil  Caufcs  :  For  the  PeiTon  of  a  Peer  is,  at  all 
times,  privileged  from  'all  A rrelts;  forReafons  before  gi- 
ven -,  unlefs  for  Treafon,  Felony,  or  Breach  of  the  Peace. 
But,  his  Chattels  may  be  Seifed,  and  his  Efute  Sequeflered 
for  Debt.  Lords  are  allowed  the  benefit  of  Clergy,  where 
all  others  are  expresfly  excluded. 

A  Peer  may  be  indicted,  or  prefented,  by  any 
Grand  Jury  -,  but  all  Criminals  being  triable  only 
by  their  Peers,  or  Equals  •,  Lords  are  to  be  Tried  by 
Lords  in  Parliament  only  ;  upon  an  Indictment  firft 
found  by  a  Craad  Jury,  or  an  Impeachment  by  the 
Commons  for  Treafon,  Murder,  Felony,  or  the  like. 
But,  upon  an  Appeal,  in  Murder,  or  Felony,  Peers 
are  to  be  Tried  by  Free-holders. 

Bishops  have  Privilege  of  Parliament,  not  of  Nobi- 
lity, or  Peerage.  Tho'  they  fit  and  Vote,  to  all  In- 
tents and  Purpofes,  as  Lords  of  Parliament,  yet  they 
are  not  looked  upon  as  ennobled^  they  are  in  all  Cafes,  ex- 
cept upon  Attainder,  or  Impeachment,  to  be  Tried  by 
a  Petty  Jury.  Nor  can  a  Bijhof  give  his  Vote,  in  the 
Trial  of  any  Peer,  or  other  Perfon,  for  a  capital  Crime, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

Th  e  Lords,  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in  antient  times, 
compofed  the  King's  Court.  And  made  up  the  firft 
eftablifhed  Court  of  Judicature.  For,  Fines  were  levied, 
and  Writs  of  Right  determined  therein.  We  have  a 
remarkable  Inftance  of  the  Judicature  of  this  Court, 
in  a  Caufe  berween  the  two  Kings  of  Navar  and  Caslile9 
in  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  fecond.  The  Trial  is  faid  to 
have  been  by  Plea,  or  if  need  required,  by  Combat. 
The  King  prefided  in  the  Council,  and  pronounced  Sen- 
tence, upon  the  Judgment  of  the  Bijhops,  Earls  and  Ba- 
rons. But,  now,  no  Trial  is  brought,  originally,  before 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  •,  except  that  of  Peers,  Indicled 
for  Capital  Crimes,  by  Grand  Juries,  or  Perfons  im-r 
peached,  by  the  Commons.  But  Appeals  from  all  the 
Inferior  Courts  arc  finally  determinable  there:  whence  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  is  deemed  the  fupreme  Court  of  Judi- 
cature. The 
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T  e  Houfe  of  Peers,  or  Lords,  is  called  'he  Upper- 
HoirUfeS of  'a ft  r. i  . men  ,  the  Gr an d  Co*  cm .,  -,  or  the 
Hereditakv  Grand  Council  of  theCkown;  being 
not  only  liable  to  be  called  to  Counfei  the  Crown,  occafi- 
onally,  but  obliged,  upon  every  Emergency,  to  offer  it. 

The  L.egilaive  Power  ot  the  Lords  extends  to  the 
framing,  and  palling  oills,  for  all  Ptitpofes  or  good  Go- 
vernment ;  except i!  g  the  gf anting  Vtixc j,  or  Subftdies  ', 
fuch  i-;il:ls  mult  take  nfe  in  the  Lommons  only  ;  their 
Silent  and  Confenr  being  oi  Original  Right \  tirft  to  be 
obraived.  But,  let  a  Biii  tak^  rife  in  whichfoever  ot  the 
Hviires,  it  muft  have  the  Concurrence  of  the  other,  be- 
fore it  ran  be  prefented  for  the  Royal  Silent. 

It  ieems  to  iv.c  a  rriiftakefi  and  diftru&ive  Notion, 
which  foitte  Law  vv  !;  .T,  .-.A  vance  ;  that  Peers  teprefen-t 
their  own  ''er/ons,  fold--,  .  For,  1  think  it  is  very  evi- 
dent, that  all  PoweV  anr!  Preeminence  is  granted  to 
Peers ,  for  the  public  good  alone,  and,  that,  tho*  they 
are  not  dfl^gatLYi  by  qrty  Body  ot  Men  ;  yet,  they  are 
fhll  feverally  Repreftntatives,  t>r  Thlftees,  for  their 
C<:  unties,  or  Bamhfer,  and  Guardians  ot  the  whole 
]  .  n.  :  h  ir  Poster  is  certainty  Fiduciary.  They  are, 
at  >••  <k^p6  to  be  ivatchf'-l/,  that  they   may  be  the 

better  able  t«*  advife  r he  King  :  As  they  are  anfverable 
iflr  JtfrV  unVift  cofcrftift  of  the  Crown,  againft  which 
thty  Mrtol  property  remonfrrate  -,  and  are  empowered 
ara  bow/scT  fcy  fAagna  Chnrta,  to  fee  Kight  and  Juitice 
i    u?t  ecjuojly  to  all  the  Subjects. 

'il  Lor(h  are  a!!,  by  Right:,  to  be,  fcverally,   fum- 
moncd  ,  to  every  Parliament ;  and  they  are 

i-prv ed  of  tneir  I'rivi)  ge  if  any  be  omitted. 

Thfv  *re  to  he  attended,  by  the  Judges,  Mailers 
in  Chancery,  and  fuch  o^hrr  Men  learned  in  the  Law, 
at  the  King,  or  the  Howie  thtnfcs  fit  ro  order  to  attend, 
for  ^icir  A<knc%  nor  to  fotey  every  Seffion. 

The  Jjor4s  are  now,  as  much  a  feparate  and  diflinft 
Etfafe,  tr:  m  thr  Common*,  as  the  King,  from  the 
Lon':,.  ffv-ry  LonJ,  then,  h.ving  his  proper  mare 
in  the  Legislature,  is  not  tb  interfere  with  the  Proceedings 
oi  rhc  t?om-mcfn<r,  in  anv  flfltrance,  efpeciaily  in  the  E- 
tedions  of  the  Members  oi  tiut  Uoufc.  iritus 
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Peers  are  exempted  from  all  Actions  and  vexatious 
Suits  at  Law,  tor  fourteen  Days  before  the  Parliament 
Sits,  during  the  Settlor),  and  tor  fourteen  Days  aiiei  the 
Seftion  is  Cloied.  But  if  any  Plantiff  be  obstructed  in 
Profecut.ng  any  Suit,  he  has  commenced,  by  Privilege 
of  Parliament ;  he  is  not  to  be  debarred  by  any  Statute 
of  Limitation  ;  nor  is  h  s  Suit  difcontinued  :  For,  im- 
mediately, after  the  Seffion,  he  may  procede  to  judg- 
ment and  Execution,  as  if  Privilege  had  not  intervened. 
And  moreover,  the  Goods  and  Chatties  of  a  Lord,  or 
Member,  of  Parliamert  may  be  dift : rained  and  fold  for 
the  Arrears  of  Kent,  Duty  or  Service,  even  in  the 
time  of  Privilege.  Nor  has  a«.y  Lord,  or  Member,  of 
Parliament,  any  Privilege,  in  Suits,  or  Actions  com- 
menced againft  him,  as  a  Tru  ;ee,  Guardian,  Executor, 
or  Adminiftrator  ;  nor  in  Cafe  of  Ejectments  for  non- 
payment of  Rent-,  or  in  any  Suit  commenced  for  wil- 
fully holding  Lands,  over  the  Term  of  the  Leafe  ;  or 
for  regaining  PoffeflSon  o  Lands,  Goods,  or  Chatties, 
by  Injunction,  or  K  epfevki  ;  of  which  any  Perfon  has 
been  difpoflWTed,  by  Force,  or  Fraud. 

Peers,  upon  takii  gtheir  Seats  in  Parliament, take  the 
Oaths  of  Allegiance,  lupremacy  and  Abjuration,  and 
make  and  Subfcribe  the  Decaratio^  ;  as  well,  as  the 
Commons.  But,  in  all  other  Cafes,  except  where  they 
are  examined,  as  Wuneiies,  Peers  declare  upon  their 
honor,  not  upon  Oath 

\fi  all  other  kefpect%  a  Lord  is  upon  a  Par,  with  e- 
ve?y  Commoner,  or  ordinary  Subject  ;  and,  as  much, 
and  as  effectually  Bound  and  conrrolcd,  by  Laws,  as 
the  mea-eft  A*  d,  however  dignified,  or  raifcd  by 
Tituies  ot  Hono1*  and  Haces  of  Profit,  as  he  may  be  ; 
by  the  Royal  Patent,  or  by  the  canting,  unintelligible 
Jargon  ot  Heralds,  his  being  really  and  trully  refoected 
and  honored,  by  fentible  and  Free  men,  muff  ftill  de- 
pend upon  his  own  Depo^tmen^  alone;  wh'cfi,  if  Noble, 
enno'  ks,  and  procures  Refpect  and  Honor  to  every  Man. 

For  this  Prize,  every  good  Man,  however  diftin- 
guifhed  by  legal  Tuules,  muft  confiam'y  contend.  It 
is  the  Part  m  every  good  Citron,  to  be  ready  to  offer 

all 
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all  Menthejuft  Reward  of  their  Virtues.  And,  as  in 
jufl  Obedience  to  Law,  you  render  to  every  Man  hi* 
due  ',  Tribute  to  whom  Tribute^  and  Fear  to  whom  Fear 
is  due  •,  fo,  by  the  fame  Rule,  as  well,  as  in  Juftice, 
and,  indeed,  in  good  Policy,  you  muft  ftrictly  render 
Honor  to  whom  Honor, 

The  greateft  AvTertor  of  Chriftian  Liberty,  confef- 
fes,  it  is  not  lawful  to  peak  Evil  of  the  Rulers  of  God's 
People  :  But  he  thought  it  a  fufficient  Apology,  for  his 
rebuking  one  of  the  bighcjt  and  moil  honorable  Officers, 
that  lie  ^\  (tripped  himfelf  of  the  Dignity  of  his  051ce, 
by  committing  a  Breach  of  Liberty,  and  the  Law:  For, 
in  fb  doing,  that  Qificer  diveited  himfelf  of  Judgment, 
Juftice  and  Mercy9  the  only  true,  diftinguifhing  Cbarac- 
teriftics,  or  Badges  of  his  Cilice  >  and  became  a  Tyrant. 
Whereupon  the  great  ApofUes  fays,  be  wifi,  that  js, 
knew  not,  that  be  was  the  high  Prie  I. 

It  is,  urtqueftionably,  neceflarj  p  un  a  jufl:  Sub- 

ordination of  the  Meml  ivil  I  he  Porti- 

on pi  Refpecl  and  Htonux,  the  Law  requires  to  be  paid 
to  every  Parker,  or  itary  of  the  State,  becomes  a 

Debt,  incumbent  en  eve  y  ood  Subject  to  p.iy.  But  it 
is  a  bafe  kind  of  Idolatry,  a  mo,}  fervile  Proftitution, 
to  reverence  bad  Men,  men  for  their  outward  Trap- 
pings. Vir  r  degrades,  all  Men. 
TLet  that  be  thr  unerring  l\  ^afure  and  Rule  of  your 
Veneration  to  Mankind,  within  the  Bounds  above  laid 
down  :  For,  though  you  be  not  ^ble,  of  your  felves,  to 
divefi  a  bad  Man  of  his  legal  Rank,  01  Titule  of  Honors 
yet,  if  any  fuch  (Jiould  ever  appear  among  the  Nobles 
of  thele  Kingdoms,  you  may,  and  ought,  on  all  Occa- 
fions,  to  diftinguiih  between  his  public  and  his  private 
Capacity,  and.  mew  him,  that  his  Vices,  if  fuch  he  has, 
mud  juftly  bring  him,  in  his  private  Character,  into  ex- 
treme Contcm  u>t,  in  your  Judgment;  tho*  you  hold  your 
felves   bound  to  reverence  his  political  Capacity. 

If  this  Spirit  had  been,  always  properly  maintained 
and  exerted,  we  mould  have  had  fewer  wicked  Men,  in 
g  eral,  and  particularly,  in  Station,  than  we  have 
had,  in  paffed  Ages.  Nothing  lefs,  than  a  general  De- 
pravity, 
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pravky,  could  prompt  this  kind  of  Men  to-  demand, 
or  Inferiors  to  grant  them,  more  Rcfpe^t,  than  theCon- 
flitution   barely   requires,     Whoever  fubmi  ore, 

voluntarily,  falls  into  the  bafeft  Vc,  <uld 

always  lemember,  that  we  are  Free  ;  and  that  it  is  our 
Duty,  to  preferye  thar  Freedom,  in  every  Infhnce,  and 
to  hand  it  entire  to  Pofterity  :  And  this  Freedom,  chief- 
ly, confifts,  in  doing  every  thing  we  lift,  coniiftentt 
with,  or  necefTary  to,  the  general  good  of  Society.  Eve- 
ry bad  Man,  however  dignified  with  Pompous  fitules, 
is  a  Reproach,  nay,  an  Enemy,  to  Society.  And  every 
Man,  that  countenances  him,  or,  even  that  does  not,  as 
much,  as  in  him  lies,  upon  all  Occaiions,  oppoie  him, 
is  involved  in  his  Guilt,  and  acceilary  to  every  Evil  it 
brings  on  the  State. 

As  too  b:gh  an  Estimation  of  Titules  of  Flonor,  and 
a  fervile,  awful  Reverence  paid  Men  in  high  Station, 
ever  tend  to  Slavery,  I  judged  it  not  improper  to  give  you 
a  fketch  of  the  real  Honor  and  Dignity  of  Peerage,  that 
you  .nay  ht  able  to  avoid  all  extremes.  Let  not  the 
refol'ehdent  Virtues  of  the  prefent  Nobles,  excite  in  you, 
too  great  a  Reverence,  or  a  Defire  for  the  Office.  Re- 
member, that  the  Time  was,  when  evil  Counlelors  taught 
Kings  to  grant  Titules  of  Honor,  as  die  Wages  of  Ini- 
quity, inftead  of  the  Reward  of  Virtue-,  when  {otnGgreaty 
bad  Men,  were  forced  to  take  upon  them,  Peerage,  by 
the  Commands  of  the  Crown  -,  and  when  fome  others 
gave  Oppoficion  to  the  Meafuresof  the  Mini  dry,  in  the 
Houk-  of  Commons,  untill  their  vain  Ambition  was 
gratified,  by  a  call  to  the  upper- hi  cufe.  Though  we 
may  have  no  Reafon  to  apprehend,  that  juch  Men,  or 
the  Defcendants  0$  fuch,  could  gain,  or  enjoy  Honors, 
under  our  prefent  happy  Government ,  yet,  if  in  any 
future  time,  through  the  Frailty  of  human  Nature,  or 
the  Craft,  or  Perfidy,  of  evil  Minijters,  the  Crown  mould 
be  induced  to  confer  Spiritual,  or  Temporal  Honors  on 
bafe,  wicked  Men  •,  to  Majque  Prdftitutes,"  or  to  le- 
gitimate the  Illegitimate,  are  we  to  bend  the  Knee,  and 
Reverence  them  ?  Or  to  Defire  fuch  Preferment,  on  the 
like  Terms?  God  forbid  1  Let  fuch  be  honorable,  Let  us 
be  Free.  It 
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It  is  one  of  the  Principles  of  every  defpotic  Govern- 
ment, to  raifc  the  Power  and  Dignity  of  tne  Nobles, 
and  to  deprt-fs  the  Commonality  But,  if  our  Nobles 
Jhould  ever  gain  the  Afcendant  over  our  Commns,  we 
may  expect,  and,  indeed,  cfeierve,  no  better  Fate, 
than  that  of  Denmark  ;  whicn  was,  not  long  rince,  as 
Free  a  State  as  ours  ;  ail  the  Peasants,  or  Commons, 
unable  to  fupport,  under  the  1  yraiiny  of  the  Lords, 
were  forced  to  yield  up,  or  betray  tbuir  Leg-riative 
Power,  into  the  Han. is  of  the  Pnnce,  who  thereby  be- 
came Arbitrary.  To  avoid  which,  an  exact  Ballance  is 
to  be  alway   maintained, 

A  Temporal  L  rd  lofes  his  Name  and  Sir-name, 
at  his  Creation,  and  takrs  in  Lieu  thereof,  his  Titule. 
A  Spiritual  Lord,  changes  his  Sir  name  for  that  of  his 
Eifhoprick.  You  are  to  call  the  one  Right  Honorable, 
the  other,  Right  ti  trend,  and  both,  Lord.  6ut,  beyond 
the  Appellation,  you  are  to  Honor  the  one,  and  to  Re- 
vere the  other,  in  their  private  Capacities,  only  as  their 
intrinfec  Virtue  Demands:  Ever  remembering,  that  e- 
very  Degree  of  Adulation,  is  a  Degree  of  Slavery. 

Let  not,  then,  the  lofty  Titules  of  a  y  i/lan  awe, 
or  influence  you  to  do  any  Degree  of  Evil.  The  only 
Power  P^ers  have,  is,  to  do  good.  When  they  Act 
upon  other  I'rir.cipies,  they,  as  well,  as  tie  firft  i  ftate, 
degrade  themfelves  We  ack:  ■owledge  no  r*ower,  in  our 
State,  that  may  be  extended  to  the.  Annoyance  of  ai  y, 
but  Evil  doers  :  So  that  while  we  continue  Virtuous,  we 
continue  Free.  To  contribute  to  which,  is  the  moft 
ardent  Defire  of, 

Tour  moft  Sincerely  affectionate 

Brother,  and  bellow-Citizen, 

Dublin  Nov.  and 

1 7th.  j  748. 

mujt  faithful  Servant, 

C.  Lucas. 
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j*    G REE ABLE  to  the  Order  propofed,  I  come 

/  \  HOW,     MY     BEST     BELOVED     BRETHREN     and 

J*  JL  Fr  i  ends,  to  explain  the  thirds  or  democratical 
Eftate^  or  House  of  Commons  ;  and  to  mew  of  what 
Members  it  confifts  -,  How  they  are  appointed,  and  what 
are  their  Powers  and  Privileges,  feparately,  and  then, 
jointly  with  the  two  other  Eftates. 

In  point  of  Antiquity*  it  is  evident,  from  the  Prtnci* 
pies  of  our  Policy,  as  well,  as  from  the  molt  ancient, 
authentic  Records,that  the  Commons  *  in  one  form,  or  o- 
ther,  were*  at  leaft,  coeval  with  the  firjt  and  fecond  Eftate. 
And,  in  p©'mt  of  Power,  whenever  they  vtzvzfenfibk  and 

A  2  virtuvBfr 
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virtuous,  they  were  always  a  fuilicient,  a  fteacy  Ballance 
againft  the  Power  of  the  King  and  Lords,  jointly,  or  fe- 
v  rally  •,  and,  it  is  certain,  while  they  retain  their  Integrity 
and  Independence,  mud  continue  the  Great  Im- 
p,  egnable  Bulwark  of  the  national  Conftitution. 

1  shall  not  trouble  you  with  Proofs  of  the  Being  and 
Tower  of  the  Commons,  beyond  what  I  have  already  of- 
fered, in  my  former  Addefies-,  except  this,  that  the  Great 
Charter,  or  Statute  of  our  Liberties \  granted  in  the  17th 
Year  of  King  John's  Reign;  of  which  you  have  ajuft 
Tranflation  in  my  fixth  Addrefs,  was  paMed  in  full  Par- 
liament, Per  Regem,  Bar  ones  et  Liber  os  Homines  totius 
Re^ni  \  that  is,  by  the  King,  Lords  and  Free  Com- 
moners of  the  whole  Realm. 

The  Commons  are  eleBed,  ai  well,  as  convened,  at  the 
King's  Commands,  or  Summons  to  the  Sherifs,  or  other 
returning  Officers  ;  by  the  Voices  of  all  thofe,  who  have 
a  Right  to  be  reprefented  in  Parliament. 

This  is  done  by  a  Writ,  or  written  Summons  ;  the 
Form  of  which,  being  of  original  Injtitution,  may  not  be 
varied,  or  altered,  by  any  Authority,  lefs  than  that  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament.  As  this  Writ  is  the  Foundation,  on 
which  I  muft  build,  I  think  it  ncceflary  to  tranferibe, 

The  Form  of  an  antient  Writ  of  Summons  for  the 
Election  of  Members  of  Parliament. 

To  the  Sheriff/ Greeting  :  Be- 
cause We  dejire  to  hold  a  Conference  and  Treaty,  with 
the  Earls,  Barons,  and  other  Great  Men  of  our  Kingdom^ 
to  provide  Remedies  againft  the  Bangers  which,  at  this 
Time,  threaten  our  Kingdom  •,  Therefore,  We  have  com- 
manded them,  that  they  be  with  Us  at on 

the Bay  -  - next,  enjuing,  to  treat,  to 

ordain,  and  to  aft,  fo-  as  thefe  Bangers  may  be  prevented : 
And  We  command,  and  firmly  enjoyn  Thee,  that,  without 
Belay,  thou  dots!  caufe  to  be  chofen,  and  to  come  to  Us, 
at  the  lime,  and  Place  aforefaid,  two  armed  Knights  of 
the  County  aforefaid,  and  of  every  City,  two  Citizens,  and 
tf  evtry  Bnrgh,  two  Burgeflfes,  of  the  beft,  moft  difcreet% 
mojt  apt,  and  able  Mm  /or  Bufmefs  -,  fo  as  the  faidKnight* 

may 
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may  have  fufficient  Power  for  themfelves,  tind  the  Com- 
munity of  the  County  aforefaid  ;  and  the  Citizens  and  Burr 
geffes  may  have  the  fame  Power,  feparately  from  tlem* 
f-r  themfelves  and  the  Communities  of  Cities  and  Burghs ; 
then  to  do  in  the  Premiffes  what  fhall  be  ordained,  in  the 
Common  Council  of  the  Realm,  fo  that  the  Bufimfs  a- 
forefaid  may  not  remain  undone,  and  have  there  the  .'•  antes 
cf  the  elected  Knights,  Citizen*  and  Burgefjes,  and  this 
Writ.     Witnefs  the  King. 

This  Writ  fhewes  an  exact  Epitome  of  our  Confti- 
tution  ;  with  the  Powers  and  Privileges  of  the  Mem  .;-rs. 

First  j  You  fee  the  King,  oijirjt  Estate,  though,  in 
himfelr,  the  Excellency  of  Dignity  and  Pozver^  yet.  mat 
all  that  he  hath  is  originally,  derived  fro::),  3fid  m\\ 
ftands  dependent  on,  the  People  ;  in  as  much,  as  ;»..  s 
unable,  of  himfelf,  to  provide  for  the  Safety  and  -  .'el- 
fare  of  the  Kingdom  -,  and  mull,  therefore,  call  to  his 
AftlrTance,  the  fecond,  and  third  Ejtates,  to  co-o^crate 
with  him  in  the  Government. 

Secondly  -,  it  appears^  that  the  Earls  and  Bar  ens,  or 
fecond  EJiate,  are  not  fficient  to  provide  Remedies  for 
the  Diforders  of  the  Common- Wealth  ;  not,  even,  in 
Conjundion  with  tht  firji  Eliate. 

Thirdly  ;  The  NccciTuy  of  the  Concurrence  of  the 
Commons,  or  third  Eft  ate,  with  theftrft  and  fecond  - 
dently  appears,    by  their  being  thus  called  together,    by 
thtfirft,  as  in  one  Common  Council. 

Hence  you  may,  alfo,  iearn,  that  the  C  mmons,  by 
the  Original  Confthutun,  con!  1  ft  of  three  different  EjUtes, 
or  Claffes  of  Men  :  To  wit  •,  Kngbts,  Citizen.^  and  Putr- 
geffes,  chofen,  to  reprefent  the  three  different  Degrees  of 
Commons,  in  the  Realm  ;  and  that  rath  -.iaf-:  is  to  be  in- 
verted by  their  Conftkuents,  with  Dfficient,  and  jeparate 
Powers,  to  act  for  themfelves  and  the  Communities  they 
retpectively  reprefent,  free  and  independent  of  each  o- 
ther. 

In  order  to  make  this  Matter  more  plmn,  let  us  take 
a  more  chftinct  View  of  thefe  three  Claffes  of  Reprefeht- 
tatives,  of  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is  compofed  fe- 
vtrally  s     And,  FIRST, 
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FIRST;  of  KN  IGH  TS. 

We  are  not  to  take  the  Word  Miles,  or  Knight,  in 
the  ordinary  Acceptation  •,  in  which,  it  is  mad'-  to  figni- 
fy  a  Titule  of  Honor,  only  ;  It  \s9  here,  to  be  taken, 
in  the  original  Senfe  ;  in  which  it  implied  no  more,  than 
&ra*»/.So,that  the  Knight  of  a  Shire,  is  but  \\vzSeyv  ant, or 
Agent  of  the  Inhabitant 'Free-holders of  that  Trad  of  Land, 
which  the  Saxons  called,  a  Scire,or  Shire  and  we,  a  County. 
Of  fuch  are  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  landed  Intereft  in 
the  Common  Wealth  ,  and  may  be  chofen  from  among 
the  Free -holders  refident  in  the  County. 

Secondly  -,  of  Cit  i zens,  and  Burgesses. 

The  Words,  Citizen,  and'  Burgefs,  are  not  t6  be  well 
underftood,  without  defining  thofe  from  whom  they  are 
derived  •,  City,  and  Bur gh,  or  Borough. 

The  Diftinction between  zntient  Cities  and  Boroughs,be~ 
fides  their  different  Sizes,  is  very  uncertain ;  the  one  being  of- 
ten, even,  in  Law-writings,  taken  for  the  other.  Itisfaid, 
that  before  the  Norman  Invafion,  no  Town  was  diftinguifh* 
ed  by  the  Appellation  of  City,  but,  that  all  Towns 
were,  indifferently,  called,  Borhoes,  Burghs,  or  Boroughs'. 
Since,  the  largcft,  beft  built,  and  beft  fortified  have  been 
called,  Civitate s,  Cities.  By  William  the  firft's  Laws,' 
it.  is  declared,  that  nsither  Fairs,  nor  Markets  /hall  be  held 
any  where,  but  in  Cities  and  walled,  or  fenced  Towns  ; 
where  the  Cuftoms  of  the  Realm,  the  Common  Law,  and. 
the  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  as  eftablifhed  by  his  worthy  Pre- 
deceffors,  are  fairly  kept,  held  f acred  and  inviolable,  and 
fully  obferved.  So  that  Cities  were,  probably,  founded 
and  erected,  or  countenanced,  by  the  Crown,  for  the  ci- 
vilifing  the  Subjects,  and  teaching  them  Policy  ,  for  the 
Confervation  of  the  Laws,  and  laudable  Cuftoms  of  the 
Realm'*,  for  the  mutual  Defence  of  the  Crown,  and  the 
Subjects  •,  for  the  general  Prefer vation  of  Peace  and  Pro- 
perty, and  for  the  Security  of  the  Realm,  from  internal 
and  external  Hoftility.  !  Wherever  thefe  Advantages 
were  procured,  there,  Arts  and  Sciences  muft  have  been 
eftablifhed.  There,  all  the  Social  Virtues  were  cultivate 
ed,  and  there,  the  beft  Men  reforted  and  inhabited  \ 
<-  •  There,'* 


. 
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There,  Kings  founded  Royal  Palaces,  and  Bifhops,  Seess 
the  latter  of  which,  is,  by  fbme  Law-writers,  foppofed 
to  be  the  diftinguilhing  Characteriftic  of  a  City.  But9 
upon  what  Authority  I  could  never  Learn.  It  it  pro- 
bable, that  to  conftitute  a  City,  formerly,  it  might  have 
been  requifite,  it  fhould  confift  of  fbme  of  the  moft 
Magnificent  Edifices,  and  thefe  were  Cathedral  Churches, 
and  Bifhofs  Palaces.  Others,  call  every  fortified  Town, 
with  a  Citadel,  a  City,  But,  what  we  are  to  underftand 
by  the  Word,  Civitas,  or  City,  is  A  Society  of  Men9 
combined  together  for  their  mutual  Defence,  and  disJinguijh- 
ed,  by  certain  Liberties  and  Privileges,  from  their  Neigh* 
bours,  whereby  they  are  encouraged  to  cultivate  Sciences 
and  Arts. 

This  Definition  holds  good,  aIfo?  of  Burgus,  Bor- 
hoe,  Burgh ,  or  Borough  ;  nor  do  I  find  there  was  any 
Diftinction  between  Borough  and  City,  made  here,  before 
the  Norman  Invafion.  But,  as  William  \.  found,  that 
Cities  were  the  Parents  and  Nurfes  of  Policy  and  Arts, 
all  the  World  over ;  that,  by  thefe  Societies,  all  Men 
were  reclamed  from  Rujticity  and  Barbarifm,  and  made 
humane,  Polite,  foetal  or  civil  *,  and  that  the  only  Idea,  or 
Conception  to  be  formed  of  Erudition,  Society,  Politenefs, 
Courtefy^  Urbanity,  or  Civility,  nay,  the  very  Words, 
by  which  we  exprefs  thefe  good  Qualities,  are  to  be  ta- 
ken from  that  Society,  called,  Civitas  or  City,  he  judg- 
ed it  good  Policy,  to  diftinguim  and  dignify  fome  of  the 
moft  confiderable  Towns,  or  Boroughs,  with  the  titule 
and  Privileges  of  a  City ;  fo  that  all  thofe  that,  now,  bear 
that  Appellation,  however  they  might  have  been  aflbeiat- 
ed,  or  incorporated  before  the  Invafion,  are  prefumed  to 
have  received  Charters  of  Incorporation  from  him,  or 
his  SuccefTors. 

By  the  Primitive  Inflitution,  it  appears,  that  to  be 
qualified  for  being  admitted  a  Citizen,  a  Man  mud  be 
endowed  mthfgnal  Virtue,  Litterature,  and  Arts.  The 
Titule  of  Citizen  was  as  high  a  Mark  of  DiftincT-ion, 
as  was  known  to  Men ;  till  they  found  it  neceflfary  to  fe- 
ted fome,    for  their  greater  Excellency,  to  ferve  the 

higher 
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higher "Offices^of  Society  ;  who  were  then  dignified  with 
more  rcfplendent  Titules. 

To  be  a  Citizen,  or  Member  of  a  Free-Qty,  has 
ever  been  deemed  a  great  Honor.  And  nothing  but  the 
Degeneracy,  and,  Depravity  of  the  Citizens  \  their  falling 
into-  Luxury  and  Ignorance,  whence  Corruption  and  Servi- 
lity -,  could  have  brought  that,  once,  great  and  honorable 
Appellation,  to  be  flighted,  or  defpiled,  as  it  is,  6y  many, 
who  have  no  better  Pretenfions  to  fo  doing,  than  being 
the  Dependents  of  fome  kind  of  Artificers,  who,  by 
fame  means,  made  them,  fo  far  Independent,  as  to 
leave  them  Fortunes,  to  enable  them  to  be  Idle,  ufelcfs 
Mem!>'.'  of  Society,  with  Impunity.  Thefe  are  the 
Men  called,  in  our  Language,  Gentlemen  ;  which  is  de- 
rived from  Gentes,  or  Gentiles,  a  Term  of  Reproach  a- 
mong  the  antient  Remans,  for  fuch  Men,  as  had  not  been 
allowed  the  Honor  of  being  Members  of  the  Common- 
Wealth,  or  Citizens. 

A  Citizen  in  Parliament,  is,  as  if  you  (hould  lay, 
A  Knight  of  the  City  \  that  is,  the  Servant,  or  Reprefen- 
tative,  oi  the  City,  in  Parliament. 

As  a  Borough  is  to  confift  of  Free  Burgejfes,  Free-men, 
or  Members,  which  are  to  be  fuppofed  of  a  \..,lafs  inferior 
to  thxafe  of  Cities  ;  fo,  by  a  Burgefs  in  Parliament,  is  to 
be  underftood,  a  Man  chofen  of  the  lower  Rank  of  Free- 
men of  the  Realm  •,  and  is,  to  his  Borough,  as  a  Knight 
to  a  Shire,  or  a  Citizen,  to  a  City  -,  A  Knight,  or  Servant 
of  the  Borough,  which  he  is  chofen  to  reprefent. 

Every  I'ree-holder  of  every  County,  and  every  Free 
Citizen,  or  Free  Burgefs,  or  Free-man  of  every  City,  or 
Borough  in  the  Realm,  is  intituled  to  be  reprcfented  in 
Parliament.     And, 

Thus  the  third  EJiate,  or  HousJ?  of  Commons,  is  to 
confift  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  three  different  Claf- 
fes  of  Commonality  of  the  Realm,  that  are  intituled  to  be 
reprefented,  in  Parliament  :  To  v/it  -,  two  Free-helders, 
for  every  County  \  two  Free  Citizens,  for  every  City  ; 
and  two  Free  Burgejfes,  for  every  Borough  in  the  King- 
dom :  To  be   chofen  by  the  Free-holders,  Free  Citizens 
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and   Free  Burgefles,  or  Free-men  of  every   County,  CitJ 
and  Borough^  reipeclivcly. 

But,  that  you  may,  the  more  perfectly,  underftand, 
who  may,  and  who  may  not,  be  elected  a  Knight,  Citizen, 
or  Burgefs,  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  let  me  here  repeat, 
what  1  have  elfewhere,  already  partly  offered,  a  Sketch 
of  the  legal  and  jufl  Qualifications  of  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament. 

Every  Member  of  the  Community,  of  full  Age, 
who  is  not  of  the  fecond  Eltate,  nor  bound  by  any  Prior 
Engagement,  to  ferve,  or  attend  upon,  the  firfi,  or  fe&ond 
Ejtate,  may  be  chofen,  according  as  he  is  qualified,  to 
ferve  for  a  County,  City,  or  Borough,  in  Parliament.  And 
no  Fee,  or  Fine  can  excufe  his  not  ferving  ♦,  nor  can  he  be 
exempted,  by  any  Command,  or  Charter  from  the  Crown  : 
For,  the  Eleclors  are  to  be,  by  no  means,  cramped,  or 
reftraincd,  in  their  choice,  of  any  qualified  Peribn,  by 
any  Power,  or  Privilege  whatfoever,  but  nuift  be  Free 
Agmts,  Free  Electors,  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes. 

No  Alien  can  be  chofen  a  Member  of  Parliament  : 
Becaufe  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  a  Stranger  is  fuflici- 
ently  poffefTed  with  the  Love  of  the  Country,  or  the 
Knowledge  of  its  Conftitution  ;  which  are  requifite  for  a 
Legiflator. 

None  of  the  Judges  of  the  Four -Courts  may  be  cho- 
fen a  Knight,  Citizen  or  Burgefs  oi  Parliament  •,  being  at- 
tendant on  the  He  life  of  Peers.  And  Coke  tells  us,  that 
in  his  Time,  the  King's  Attorney -General  might  not  fit  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Nor,  indeed,  can  it,  at  any  Time,  be  conceived,  how 
any  of  the  King's  Council,  or  other  Servants  at-will  of 
the  Crown,  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  Free  Reprefcntative 
of  any  Community. 

None  of  the  Clergy  may  be  chofen  a  Knight,  Citizen, 
or  Purgefs  in  Parliament :  They  being  Members  of  an 
other  Parliament ;  the  C  nvocatwn  -,  where  Matters  re- 
lating to  their  proper  Function  are  to  be  treated.  Nor 
have  they  Room  to  complain :  For,  their  Properties  and 
Privileges  may  be  fuppofed,  as  wellfecured,  as  thofe  of 

the 
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the  Laity ;  fince  they  have  their  Voices  in  appointing  their 
Reprefentatives,\n  the  Houfe of Commons, and  their  Bifhops, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

Persons  attainted  of  7 reafon,  or  Fellony,  or  out -hwed, 
may  not  bechofen :  For,  they  are  difqualified  by  the  Words 
of  the  Writ,  which  direct,  that  the  Knights,  Citizens  and 
BurgefTes  be  chofm  of  the  befi,  mosl  Difcreet,  &c.  And  all 
Original  Writs  are  fo  facred,  that  the  Tenor  of  them  is 
trot,  by  any  Means,  to  be  altered,  without  doing  great 
Violence  to  the  Conftitution. 

From  thefe  Principles,  it  is  evident,  that  every  Re- 
prefmtative  in  Parliament,  whether  Knight ;  Citizen,  or 
Burgefs,  mould  be,  firft  -9  a  Natural,  and  Freeborn  Sub- 
ject of  the  Common- Wealth  ;  without  which,  he  can- 
not, in  Sttictnejs*  be  a.  Patriot :  Secondly ;  that  he  mud 
be  Free  and  Rejident  of  the  County,  City,  or  Borough, 
for  which  he  is  to  ferve  :  Thirdly  ;  that  he  muft  be  of 
the  heft,  moft  difcreet,  moft  wife  Men  of  the  Community, 
and  mofk  capable  of  the  important  Truft  of  a  Reprefen- 
tative :  Fourthly ;  that  he  muft  be  a  mora]  Man  and  a 
good  Subject  ;  not  guilty  of  any  notorious  Breach  of  the 
Law  :  Fifthly  -,  that  he  be  invefted  with  fufficient  Power 
to  Council  and  to  A£t,  for  bimfelf,  and  for  the  Communis 
ty  he  Reprefcnts, dtjlintlly  and  Seperately  from  any  other: 
And,  fixthly  •,  that  as  the  Office  of  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament is  the  moft  important  Service,  a  Subject  can  un- 
dertake, that  he  be  Free  of  all  other  Services,  that  are  in 
any  fort  incompatible  with  this-,  and  the  rather,  becaufe 
no  Man  can  be  fuppofed  able  to  ferve  any  two  Mailers, 
and  much  lefs,  any  two  of  the  Efrahs  of  our  Government, 
at  the  fame  time. 

The  Wifdom  of  our  Anceftors  has  provided  againft 
the  Tranfgrefiion  of  every  one  of  thefe  Rules,  as  far,  as 
poflible,  by  wholefome  Laws.  But  ftrengthened  none, 
more  compleatiy,  than  the  laft  •,  by  ftipulating  certain 
Wages  for  their Reprefentatives  ♦,  by  which,  they  mould 
be,  by  every  moral  and  legal  Confederation,  bound  to 
ferve  their  Conftituents,  and  none  other. 

The  Wages  of  Members  of  Parliament  are,  four 
Shillings  the  D^y  for  a  Knight  of  the  Shire,  and  two 
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Shillings  the  Day,  for  a  Citizen,  or  Burgefs,  during  the 
Seflion.  That  thefe  Wages  were  ftipulated  to  engage 
their  Attendance,  is  evident,  from  the  withholding*  Or 
forfeiting  them,  being  the  Penalty  to  be  .inflicted,  on 
fiich  Members,  as  withdraw  themfelves  from  the  Com- 
mons, without  leave  of  the  Houfe.  For,  fmall  and  in- 
fignificant:,as  thefe  Sums  may  now  appear,  they  are  fuffi- 
cient  to  remind  Men  of  their  Duty  and  Service.  At  the 
time  of  inftituting  Wages,  they  were,  \  no  doubt,  con- 
liderabie,  as  appears,  by  fome  Boroughs,  in  England, 
petitioning  the  Parliament,  to  fhew,  they  were  not  able 
to  fupport  two  Members,  and,  therefpre,  praying  to  be 
obliged  to  return  but  one. 

Every  Member  of  the  Houfe,  whether  Knight,  Citi- 
zen or  Burgefs,  is  not  only  a  Reprefemative  for  the  Coun- 
ty, City,  or  Borough,  for  which  he  is  chofen,  but  a  Re- 
prefentative  Truftee  and  Counfellor  for  every  Body  of  Men, 
intituled  to  be  reprefented,  in  the  whole  Realm.  Which 
makes,  every  individual  interefted  in  the  Election 
of  every  Member  of  Parliament.  A  Member  of 
Parliament  mould,  therefore,  be  the  moft  accompli- 
fhed,  r.he  moft  perfect  Man,  that  may  be  found,  for 
Wifdom,  Morals  arid  Religion ;  within  the  Communities 
to  be  reprefented.  For,  who  could  think  of  trufting  fo 
arduous  a  Task,  as  the  Ward,  or  Guardian/hip  of  the 
Constitution  of  his  Country,  and  of  the  Support  and 
Maintenance  of  them;// and  religious  Liberties,  as  well, 
as  of  the  Property  of  all  the  Members  of  the  Common- 
wealth to  any  other?  The  very  being  of  our  Government 
depends  upon  the  Wisdom  and  Virtue  of  the  Members  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons-,  and  their  good 'qualities,  on  their  be- 
ing chofen  from  thofeMotives,  or  onthefe  Principles,  folely. 

And,  it  was  for  this  Reafon,  that  our  wife  and  virtu- 
ous Forefatheis,  at  the  framing  this  excellent  Conftitu- 
tibn,  provided,  that  the  'third,  or  Democratical  EJlate, 
fhbuld  for  ever  be  fupplied  with  a  Succeflion  of  Free  and 
Independent  Members,  to  be,  from  time  to  time,  for  ever, 
freely  chofen,  and  appointed,  and  fupported,  by  the  feverai 
Clajfesoi  Common  People  in  the  Realm  -,  Knights,  or  Gentle- 
^  -  men 
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men  for  Counties,  Free  Cttizms,  or  Tradefmen  of  the  firj} 
Clap,  for  Cities,  and  Free  Burgeffles,  or  Artifans  of  a  lo  --er 
clajs,  for  Boroughs i  or  incorporated  Villages  ;  to  be  cheiT 
Temporary  iruftees,  or  Representatives, to  atl  for  tiiern,  and 
on  their  Behalf,  and  for  their  Intereft,  Benefit,  Advantage 
and  Vindication,  at  all  times,  and  upon  all  Occafions,  to  the 
peril  of  their  Lives  and  Properties,  as  much,  as  if  their 
own  immediate  Caufe  was  concerned.  And,  to  ieciire 
the  Freedom  and  Independence  of  the  Members,  it  is  hap- 
pily provided  for,  and  made  an  invariable,  a  funJemental 
Principle  of  our  Government,  and  an  indefeazable,  here- 
ditary Privilege  of  the  Commonality,  That  all  EkcJ'vns 
be  made  from  pure  difinterefted  Principles,  in  Regard  to 
Merit  and  juft  Qualifications  only  ;  free  and  Spontaneous-, 
without  Fear,  or  Favor  \  Forcey  or  Influence  ,  or  any 
Degree  of  Corruption. 

It  Need  no  Power  of  Oratory  to  demonftrate,  that 
while  Elections,  in  general,  are  made  upon  thefe  Principle0, 
The  Conftitution  of  the  State  mud  be  daily,  improving 
and  flrengthening.  But,  that  whenever  the  EJfence  is  given 
up  for  the  Shadow,  the  bare  Name  and  Form  of  Elections , 
only, is  kept  up,  and  Men  appoint  nominial,  not  real  Repre- 
fentatives,as/v#r  or Eavor,  For re, finifte\ y  Influence,  o\ Cor- 
ruption directs,  our  Conftitution  is  brought  to  a  worfe 
State  than  Djjfolution :  A  Tyrany  of  the  Many,  perhaps, 
under  the  Influence  of  One-,  with  this  intolerable  Aggrava- 
tion, that  it  is  eftablifhed  under  the  Sanction,  or  Form  of 
Law,  to  which  We  all  owe  due  Obedience. 

No  Present  proipect  of  fecuiity  mould  ever  put  this 
wretched  State  out  of  our  View.  Such  Evils  commence 
and  advance,  by  flow  and  imperceptible  Paces.  Therefore, 
every  Community  fhould  carefully  avoid  and  oppofe  e- 
very  tendency  to  an  Incroachment  on  the  Conftitunon,  and, 
above  all,  mould  z\tdt  its  Members  from  juft  Principles, 
as  the  only  fu re  way  of  obviating  the  Ruin  and  DjfToluti- 
on  of  our  Government. 

The  Commons  are  endowed  with  a  Legflaiive  and 
Indicative  Power  ;   and  with  Privilege  of  Parliament. 

Th* 
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The  Legislative  Power  of  the  Commons  is  coequal 
and  coeval  with  that  of  the  Lords.  The  Commons  have 
a  Negative  on  all  liills  pafled  by  the  Lords'*  and  a  right, 
in  common  with  them,  to  propofe,  upon  juft,  recited 
Grounds,  the  altering,  amending,  or  repealing  all  fuch 
old  Laws,  as  are  not  fundamental  and  unalterable  ♦,  and 
to  frame  and  bring  in  Bills  for  thefe  purpofes*  or  for 
making  new  Laws,  within  the  fame  conftitutional  Reda- 
ctions. 

The  Commons  form  a  Court  of  Judicature ,  diftinft 
from  the  Lords.  In  this  Great  Court,  that  moil 
important  Trial  of  the  Reclitude  and  legality  of  Elections 
of  Members  of  the  lloufe,  is  held  and  adjudged.  And 
they  may  fine  and  confine  their  Members,  and  other 
Perfons,  for  Mificnducl,  Delinquency,  Difrejpecl  to,  or  a 
Breach  or  the  Privilege  of,  the.  Houfe ;  whole  Journal 
is  a  Record,  in   Law. 

The  Commons  coming  from,  as  well,  as  reprefenting, 
all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  •,  and  being  properly  author  if- 
ed,  though,  now,  tacitly,  by  their  Conjtituents  •,  are  the 
Grand  Inquisitors,  and  form  the  Grand  Inquest 
of  the  Nation.  Without  them,  no  Parliament  can  be 
held,  no  more,  than  a  Court-Baron?  without  Free- Hold- 
ers. They  are,  in  Kefpecl  to  ihz  High  Court  of 
Parliament,  as  a  Grand  Jury  to  a.  Court  of  Juft  ice. 
They  are  to  ex  inline  and  enquire  into  public  Grievances 
and  Offences  of  all  Kinds,  to  be  redrerled,  or  provided 
againft  by  Parliament  \  and  to  impeach,  or  prefent  fuch 
Malefactors,  as  are  found  above  the  ordinary  Reach  of 
inferior  Courts  of  Jufticr  ;  fjch  as  unjuft  Judges,  corrupt 
Magifirates,  wicked  Minijkrs,  or  evil  Coimj'ellors  of  the 
Crown,  who  deny,  delay,  or  fell  Juilice  or  Law,  cuih 
trary  t,o  their  Oath,  and  the  Rights  of  the  Subject ;  who 
opprefs  the  People,  or  by.  Falfeiiqod  and  Mn  representa- 
tion, create  Diftrufl  and  AverHon,  in  the  King,  to  Iris 
Subjects  •,  or  who,  in  any  inftance,  iubvert,  or  preju- 
dice, or  attempt,  ad  rife,,  or  countenance  the  fubvercing, 
diminiHiing,  or  altering^  or  odierwife  prejudicing  the;  ef- 
fential  Principles,  and  Funda7naifcd  Frame  of  the  National 
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Cohftitution.     No  Perfon,  under  the  Crown,  is  exemp- 
ted from  the  Power  of  this  Grand  Inqueft.  And  every  Per- 
fon impeached  by  the  Commons,  rriuft  be  tried,"  at  the 
Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 

The  Commons  being  the  Grand  Cotfwcfi.  of  the 
Nation,  it  is  neceflary,  that  they  mould  have  the  fame 
Privilege  of  Parliament,  which  the  Peers,  who  are  the 
Grand  Council  of  the  Crown,  have;  to  their  Per  Jens 
and  Properties  •,  and  have  the  fame  Exemption  from  Arrests 
and  Bijtrejfes,  with  thofe  of  the  Lords  of  Parliament,  for 
fourteen  Days,  before  and  after  every  Meeting,  Adjourn- 
ment, Prorogation,  or  DifTolution  of  Parliament  ;  as 
well,  as  during  the  Seffion.  They  alio,'  have  the  Privi- 
lege of  free  and  eafy  Accefs  to  the  fit  ft  and  fecond  EJtates, 
to  addrefs,  or  advifc,  to  confult  or  confer  with;  them, 
upon  all  Occafions. 

Moreover,  the  Commons  are  inverted  with  fome  cer- 
tain tranfeendent  Powers  and  Privileges,  peculiar  to  them ; 
which  are,  of  common  Right,  inherent  to,  and  interwo- 
ven with,  their  Conftitution  •,  and  cohfeqiientTy  ejfential: 
Namely  •,  The  file  Right  and  Power  of  difpo/ing  of  the 
Treafure,  or  other  Properties  of  the  Public,  for  the  E- 
mergencies  of  the  State  :  For,  the  Commons,  alone,f  can 
enquire,  and  confider,  what  Aids,  or  Subfidies  are  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  Support  of  the  Eftablimment ;  and  im- 
pofe  and  levy  fuch  Taxes  on  the  People^  as  the  Exigen- 
cies of  the  Government  may,  from  Time  to  Time,  re- 
quire. They,  and  they  only,  have  a  Right  to  enquire  into, 
and  judge  of ',  the  Ufes  and  Occafions,  for  which,  fuch  Aids 
and  Subfidies  are  demanded,  or  to  be  granted-,  To  examine 
and  enquire  into  the  Application,  and  to  cenfure  the  Mifi 
application  thereof.  This  extraordinary  Power  arid  Truft 
is,  and  ever  mud  be,  kept  facred  and  inviolable,  by  the 
Commons  :  So,  that  neither  the  firft,  or  fecond  Eftates 
can,  or  may,  fo  much  as,  propofe  any  Thing,  nor  inter <* 
pofe,  or  meddle  in  Debates,  or  Proceedings,  touching,  or 
relating  to  thofe  Matters,  ^further,  than  in  pajjing  and 
ajfenting  to,  the  BiM  firft  propofed,  framed  and  pajfed%  or 
grant ed j  by  the  Commons. 
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In  order  to  keep  up  a  juftSenfeof  this  peculiar  Pro- 
togatwe  oi  the  Commons,  Money  Bills  are  not  to  take 
the  Courfe,  in  palling,  that  others  muft  :  Ordinary  Bilk 
may  take  Rife  in  either  Houfe,  and  when  paffed,  an  in- 
grafted Copy  is  to  be  fent  to  the  ether  ;  and  upon  the 
Concurrence  of  both,  it  is  deposited  in  the  Heufe  of  Lords, 
and  is  kept  there  till  it  is  prefented  to  the  King  in  Par- 
liament, and  receives  the  Royal  Aff&nt ;  which  is  to  be 
pronounced  in  the  Prefence  of  the  King,  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  Lords,  in  thefe  Words  :  Le  Roy  le  veut  y  that  is, 
The  King  Affents,  or  Agrees  with  the  Parliament  in  this 
A&<  But  all  Bills,  granting  Aids,  Subftdies,  or  Taxes  of  all 
Kinds^  muft,  not  only  take  Rife  in  the  Commons  ~,  but  - 
upon  receiving  the  Concurrence  of  the  Lords,  which  is 
neccnary  to  every  Acl ;  they  muft  be  returned  to  the 
Commons,  who,  in  Behalf  of  themfelves  and  their  Confti- 
tuents,  are  to  prefent  them  to  His  Majesty  enthroned 
in  Parliament,  who  is  to  acknowledge  theG  1  ft  of  his  Peo- 
ple, in  his  Royal  Affent  %  which  runs  in  thefe  Words : 
Le  Roy  remercier  fts  loyal  Sujefls  et  ahfi  k  veut*  That 
is,  The  King  thanks  bis  hyal  SuhjeUs  and  alfo  affents* 

T«us  happily  did  the  wife  Compilers  of  the  great 
and  noble  Frame  of  our  Government,  make  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  People^  of  fuch  weight  in  theLegiJlature, 
as  to  be  the  Grand  Stay,  or  Ballanger  to  regulate 
the  Powers  and  Motions  of  the  other  two  Eftates*  By 
this  the  admirable Structu re  of  the  Body  Pol  it  ic  of  the 
Realm  appears ;  where*  as  in  the  Body  natural,  there  is  a 
regular  Connection  of  the  Parts,  and  a  mutual  Relation 
to5  and  Dependence  upon,  each  other.  So,  that  the  H  e  ab 
may  not  fay  to  the  Members,  more  than  the  Members 
to  the  Head,  I  have  no  oemfion  for  you :  But  each  muft: 
a&  its  refpefcive  Part,  wkhin  its  proper  Sphere  :  So, 
that  by  co-operating  in  the  mean  End  of  Parliaments, 
the  good  Government  of  the  People ;  they  may  produce 
the  general  Health,  Peace  and  Harmony  of  the  Gonftituti- 
m  \  which  is  eafily  brought  about :  As  the  Prorogative, 
Powers  and  Privileges  of  each  Eftate,  are  fo  happily  at- 
tempered,  and  fo  raanifeftly  afcertaincd,  that  nothing, 

bit 


tltfl] 

but  Ignorance,  Supinefs,  Perverfmfs,  or  Corruption,  carf 
prompt,  or  permit  the  one  to  violate,  or  ineroach  upon, 
the  Rights  of  the  other. 

But  least,  the  large  Share  of  Paver,  vetted  in  the 
Commons,  by  their  Election  and  Appointment,  mould,  in 
procefb  of  Time,  be  looked  upon  as  abfolute  j  It  is  the 
indifpenfable  Duty  of  their  Conftitnents,  by  frequent,  re- 
peated Inftruclions,  to  let  their  Reprefentatives  fee,  that 
It  is  no  more,  than  a  derivative,  limited  Power,  a  fpeciat 
¥ruft,  by  an  implied,  though  tacit  Compact,  reftrainedj 
and  bounded,  by  the  pofitive  Principles  of  our  Policy. 

Were  this  otherwife,  what  Security  mould  We 
have,  that  We  may  not,  fometime  or  other,-  be  re- 
duced to  a  State,  worfe  than  abfolute  Monarchy  ?  abfo^ 
lute  Democracy !  that  is,  being  ruled  by  many  Tyrants* 
inftead  of  one  ! 

It  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  imagined,  that  the  Com- 
mons can,  poflibly,  do,  or  confent  to  the  doing,  any 
Thing,  in  any  Sort,  to  the  Injury,  or  Prejudice  of  their 
Constituents.  Wherefore,  in  cafe  of  any  new,  or  extraor- 
dinary Matters  being  demanded  of  them  by  the  Crowns 
fuch  as  any  Change  in  the  Form  of  Government,  excef- 
five  Taxes*  or  the  like  ;  they  are  bound  to  conjult,  or 
confer  with,  their  Conftituents,  reflectively  ;  before  they 
can  grant  it  -,  As  the  only  Means  of  giving  weight  and 
liability  to  fuch  an  Act. 

But  moreover,  by  their  very  Inftitution,  the  Com- 
mons cannot  by  Act,  or  Confent,  fupprefs,  extinguifh, 
give,  transfer,  delegate,  or,  in  any  Manner,  alienate,-' 
in  the  whole,  or  in  part,  the  People's  /hare  in  the  Legif- 
lative  Power  -,  in  granting  Aids,  or  Subfidies,  nor  any  of 
their  fundamental,  inherent,  hereditary  Rights,  Powers,  or 
Privileges  \  for,  or  into  the  Hands  of  any  Man,  or  Body  of 
Men  whatfoever  :  They  being  abfoiutely,  infeparable  and 
unextinguifhabie.  They  cannot  annul,  or  fupprefs  any  Law, 
Statute,  or  Common;  nor  obftruct  the  Execution  there- 
of, in  the  whole,  or  in  part.  They  are  to  grant  Aids, 
or  Taxes,  in  certain  Sums,-  proportioned  to  the  evident 
Neceflities  of  the  Government  -,  Not  truft  any  part  of 
the  Admin'iftration,  with  an  unlimited  Vote  of  Credit :' 

becaufe 


becaufe  that  muft  exceed  the  Commiffion  of  any  Repre- 
fentative  Body.  But  'above  all,  the  Commons  as  Rcpre- 
jeniatives,  can,  in  no  fort,  either  by  Act,  or  Content, 
take  horn  their  CcnJUtnents,  or  extinguifh,  iupprefs,  ob- 
(trucl:,  alter,or  alienate  the  People  s  inherent ■  ,indefeazable 
Right,  of  Electi  ng  Reprefeniaiives  ;  nor  vote,  or  refolve, 
that  the  People  fhall  have  no  future  Elections:  For,  it  is 
abfurd  and  inconfiftent  to  fuppo'fe,  that  Men,  who  are 
but  Deputies,  or  Delagates  -,  'Irujtees,  or  Representa- 
tives, to,  or  for  others,  and  as  fuch,  intrufted  only 
with  a  fecondary,  or  derivative  and  fiduciary  Power,  to 
aft  for  the  Honor,  Safety  and  Welfare  of  their  Princi- 
pals, or  Conftituents,  fliould  have  any  Right,  or  Au- 
thority to  pcffefs  themfelves  of,  transfer,  extinguifh,  vary, 
or  prejudice  the  Primary  Power,  from  whom  alone 
the  fecondary  derives  its  being. 

No  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  can,  without 
a  Breach  of  his  Duty,  and  the  Truft  repofed  in  him-,  ab- 
fent  himfelf  a  Day  from  Parliament,  as  he  may  not  ap- 
point  a  Deputy,  or  Proxy. 

It  is  an  unalterable  Privilege  of  the  Subjects  of  our 
Government,  that  all  Courts  be  held  in  an  open  Place  \ 
to  which  all  Men  may  have  free  and  eafy  Accefs.  This 
is,  in  no  Court  more  neceflary,  than  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons- ;  At  the  Primitive  infticution  "of  which,  the  Mem- 
bers, undoubtedly,  fat  in  the  open  Fields.  And  in  eve- 
ry Building  that  has  been,  fincej  made  lor  the  holding 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  Gallery  has  been  made,  and 
Seats  creeled  in  it  •,  where  every  Man,  who  has  a  Right 
to  be  reprefented,  has  a  Right  to  go  and  fit,  to  fee  trie 
Conduft  of  his  Reprefentitive,  or  to  qualify  himfelf  to  be 
a  Reprefeniative. 

Having  given  you  this  fummary  View  of  the  third  Ef 
iati  and  of  the  Office  and  Duty,  Power' and  Privilege, 

.veil,  as  of  the  Appointment  of  the  Members-,  let  me 

5  recommed  it  to  you,   while  you,   yet,  have  it  in  your 

Option  to  be  fret,  at  lead   in  the  electing  your  Repre- 

fentatives  in  Parliament  -,    to  confider  the  Nature  of  our 

unparalleled  Conftitution,  and  the  great  Importance  of 
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prefervtng  it.  You  muft  perceive,  that  no  Frame  of 
human  Policy  is,  or  can  be  better  calculated,  than  ours, 
to  ferve  the  chief  End  of  civil  Society,  good  Government. 
And  that  nothing  is  wanting,  or  requifite  to  perpetuate 
the  Blefiings  of  fuch  a  Government,  but  Virtue,  which 
alone,  muft  ever  be  able  to  maintain  Liberty,  and  all 
ks  invaluable  Confequences.  The  Welfare,  the  very 
Being  of  your  Conftitution  depends  upon  the  Freedom 
of  Elections,  in  general,  tnofe  of  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  particular.  While  Electors  chufe  from  pure 
Principles ,  as  Merit,  alone,  direds,  Venality  and  Cor- 
ruption, can  never  raife  an  oppulent  Foot,  or  Knave,  nor 
a  dignified  Slave,  or  Prostitute  to  a  Seat  in  Parliament* 
and  confequently,  the  Frame  of  your  Conftitution,  will 
prove  as  lalling,as  that  of  the  Globe.  But,  whenever  you 
forget  your  natural  and  legal  Bond  to  Society,  give  way 
to  Luxury,  and  pay  fervile  Reverence  to  illicit  Power, 
or  ill-gotten  Riches,  or  Grandeur  ^  whenever  you  fuffcr 
outward  Pomp  and  Pageantry  to  out- weigh  intrinfic 
Merit,  folid  Senfe  and  fteady  Virtue,  and  permit  ill- 
bounded,  and  worfe  guided  Pajfions,  inftead  of  Reafon 
and  Juftice,  to  direct  your  Actions,  in  general,  your  Voices 
in  Elections,  in  particular  y  you  become  prepared  and 
c^ialified  to  be  yoked,  and  lead  like  Beajh  to  the  Slaugh- 
ter :  You  become  unworthy  of  the  Blefiings  of  Liber- 
ty !  a  Reproach  to  your  Country  !  a  Difgrace  to 
human  Nature  !  and  muft,  therefore,foon  after,  expect  to 
fall  into  a  State,  infinitely,  below  the  Dignity  of  Man, 
wretched  Dependence  and  abject  Slavery  ! 

It  Is  time,  My  Fellow  Citizens,  it  is  high  Time, 
to  throw  off"  the  Sluggard* s  Guife !  It  is  time  to  grow 
wife!  You  have  fiept  too  long,  My  Friends!  You 
have  been  two  long  lead  blind- fold  I  Sure  1  am,  There 
can  be  none  among  you,  fo  bafe,  fo  perverfe  a  Dolt,  as 
to  prefer  Darknefs  to  Light  ;  Falfehood  to  Truth,  or  Sla- 
very to  Liberty.  Therefore,  I  conjure  you  to  exert 
your  felves.  You  want  nothing  more,  to  regain  and  re- 
flore  the  long  excluded  Light,  obfiured  Truth and  /up- 
freffed  Liberty.     But,  if  thefe    ineftimable  Blefiings 
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will  not  move  you  to  affert  your  conftitutional  Rights, 
and  to  ad  wifely  andjuftly,  from  Principle,  let  the 
dread  of  impending  Evil  roufe  you  to  fome  Abhorrence 
of  the  general  Callamity,  that  muft  enfue  Ignorance ',  Su-. 
pnefs,  or  Corruption. 

Whekiver  the  People  become  ignorant  of  their 
Rights,  and  their  Duty,  or  become  fupine,  or  corrupt  in  af- 
ferting  and  difcharging  them  ;  then  crafty,  defigning  Men 
will  lay  themfelves  out  for  inthralling  you,  and  enriching 
themfelves,  with  your  Spoils  :  Slaves  and  Proftitutes  of 
Power,  and  Fools  and  Knaves  of  Fortune,  will  be  prefer- 
ed  to  Men  of  Virtue  and  Merit ;  Knowledge  and  Integri- 
ty. It  will  not,  then  be  ft  range,  to  fee  the  Freedom  and 
the  Offices  of  Corporations  confered  onftrange,  or  extern 
Men,  utterly  difqualjfied,  by  Reafon  and  Law  ;  and 
Many  Towns  Depopulated^  the  infranchifed  Inhabitants 
being  dripped  of  their  Properties  and  Privileges.  When 
ever  this  comes  to  pafs,  you  may  expect  to  fee  Seats  in 
Parliament,  as  publicly,  as  fhamelefsly  expofed  to  Sale, 
as  you  now,  fee  civil  Employments,  or  CommifTions  in  the 
Army.  The  Views  of  fuch  Purchafers  muft  be  very 
evident.  And,  when  Men  come,  by  fuch  Means,  into 
Parliament,  can  you  hope,  that  any  Regard  will  be  paid  „ 
to  the  Office,  or  Duty  of  a  Member;  to  Jujtice,  to  Liberty, 
or  to  the  Conftitution  of  your  Country  ?  O!  no ;  h  is 
impoflible.  When  Vice  gains  the  Afcendant,  and  Ignorant, 
or  wicked  Slaves, ox  abandoned  profligates  prevail;  For,  fuch, 
alone,  are  capable  of  fuing  for,  or  accepting  a  Seat  in  Par- 
liament, by  any  Degree  of  Violence,  Fraud,  or  Corrup- 
tion; Juftice,  and  Liberty,  and  every  Virtue,  even,  Cm- 
monfenfe  muft  be  fuppreffed,  or  banifhed  ;  And  the  Con~ 
ftitution  of  your  Country  muft  be  buried  in  its  own  Rutns. 
Who  does  not  Shrink  with  horror,  at  the  bare  Recital? 
Who  can,  unmoved,  reflect  upon  the  overturning  the 
beft,  the  frecft  of  Governments,  and  in  its  ftead,  intailing 
Lawlefs  Tyranny,  and  its  dreadful  Confluences,  to  the 
Souls  and  Bodies  of  Men,  on  Generations  yet  unbori,  as 
well,  as  on  himfelf  and  his  Children  ?  Yet,  to  this  does  e- 
^ryMan  cxpofe  himfelf,his  Brethrenand  his  lfluey  as  much 
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as  in  him  lies,  who  does  not  vote  for  the  Man,  his  honeit 
Confcience  chufes  and  approves  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
Who  can  tell  what  ajinglt  Voice  may  at  any  time  do,  in 
faving,  or  rumng  \\is  Country?  Who  can  be  allured,  that* 
in  the  Ele&ion,  his  may  not  be  the  catting  Voice,  in  fend- 
ing that  Jingle  good,  or  bad  Man  into  Parliament  ?  If,  from 
Principle,  he  is  initrumental  to  the  Election  of  the  former* 
what  fure  prefept  and  future  Joy  and  fatisfaction,  does  he. 
fecure  to  his  own  Soul !  Bin,  if,  knowingly,  perverfty,  he 
is  the  means  of  bringing  in  the  Later,  what  an  inexhaufti- 
ble  Fund  of  inexpremfc>le;  Tribulation  and  Anguifh  does 
he  eftablifli  for  him-felf,  not  only  for  the  Prefentv  but  to 
all  b  ternity !  For,  as  we  have  reafon  to  believe*  the  Glory 
and  Beatitude  of  the  Juft  will  be  increafed,  in  Proportion 
to  the  Good  his  Works  produce,  fo  we  may  be  allured, 
the  Mifery  of  the  wicked,  will  be  augmented  in  proportion 
to  the  Evil  his  Works  feduce  Men  into. 

I  am  very  fenfible,  that  thefe  Incemives  to  Virtue 
and  Liberty,  and  thefe  Diffuafions  from  Vice  and  Sla- 
very\  are  not,  at  this  Time,  necetfary  to  the  Generality 
of  my  Fellew-Citizens  of  Dublin.  But,  if  there  be 
among  Us,  a  fingle,  ftraying  Member,  who  may  be 
wrought  on,  by  either  Means,  my  Duty  is  fulfilled  ;  my 
Ends  anfwered. 

Do    YOU,    MY    HONORED    AND  BELOVED  BRETHREN, 

and  Friends,  purfue  your  wonted,  generous  Courfe  •, 
promote  Truth  and  Liberty  ;  and  encourage  and  protect 
every  Virtue^  Patriotism,  efpecially.  Reward  Merit, 
though  you  find  it  in  Obfcurity  ;  and  contemn  Demerit, 
though  in  the  utmoft  Grandeur  and  Dignity.  Thus  will 
you  bid  fair  for  preferving  the  Freedom  of  your  City  and 
Country,  by  difcoun  tenanting  Corruption,  and  crushing 
tyranny  in  its  Cradle  •,  and  muft,  at  all  Events,  fecure  to 
yourfelves  immortal  Honor  and  Renown,  to  the  unfpeak- 
able  Satisfaction  of  all  the  Lovers  of  Liberty  and 
their  Country -,  into  which  Rank,  1  hope  you  will  admits 
Tour  moft  truly  affectionate 

Brother,  and  Fellow-Citizen* 
Dublin,.  and 

■4    Nov.  3oth,   1748.  wolf  faithful  Servant, 

C<  Lucas. 
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TO    THE 

FREE    CITIZENS, 

AND 

FREE     HOLDERS 

O  F    T  H  E 

CITY  oi  DUBLIN. 

Bfbthfen  and  Friends, 

HA  V  I  N  G,  as  far,  as  my  Capacity  and  Lcifure 
would  admit,  explained  the  Inlhtution  of  the  three 
Eftates,  of  King,  Lords  and  Commons, 
which  constitute  the  Great  Body  Corporate  of  the 
Realm,  ilverally  ;  with  the  fum  of  the  feparate  Preroga- 
tives^ Powers  and  Privileges  of  each,  refpeftively  \  I  come 
now,  according  to  the  Method  propofed  ;  to  explain  the 
Powers  or  the  three  Eftates,  jointly  •,  and  to  point  out 
the  Extent  and  Limits  thereof. 

In  order  to  do  this,  the  more  effectually,  it  it  requifite 
to  inform  you,  what  is  mcancd,  by  a  Body  politic,  or  cor- 
po  ate. 

Corporations,  or  Bodies  politic,  are  of  feveral  dif- 
ferent kinds,  all  intfituted  for  the  better  Government  of 
a  lJeople,  combined  together,  in  a  civil  Society,  and  liv- 
ing under  a  regular  Syffern  of  Laws. 

/Ul  Corporations  are,  either  file,  as  the  King,  a 
BJhop,  a  Prebend,  a  Vuar  •,  or  Aggr  gate,  that  is,  con- 
filling  of  many  Members  •,  as  the  Parliament,  Cities f 
Boroughs,  &c. 

A  Cor  for  at  ion  aggregate,  in  the  Intendment  of  Law, 
is  an  artificial,  or ■ -fictitious  Body  of  Men,  compofed  of 
divers  Members,  in  imitation  of  the  Body-natural     Like 
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which,    it  mnft  confift  of  an  Head,  and  fundry  Organs, 
Limbs,  and  other  Parts  ;  with  Franchifes,  or  Liberties,  as 
Ligaments   and  Tendons,  to  conned   and  unite  the  Parts 
together  ;  and  mud  be  endowed  with  Powers,  as  a  Soul, 
or  Spirit,  to  animate,  or  actuate  the  whole  Frame. 

To  make  this  mofr  plain  and  intelligible,  take  a  cur- 
f  View  of  the  Body  natural ;  by  which  you  will  be 
b^tcr  enabled  to  draw  the  Analogy. 

The  /ioDY  oi  Man,  then,  confifts  of  an  Head,  a  Trunk, 
with  divers  Organs,  Limbs  and  other farts,  all  connected 
•  together,  by  certain  Ligaments  and  tendons,  inveloped 
within  the  fame  common  Cveing,  and  endued  with  an 
animal  Soul,  or  Spirit,  which  is  equally,  univerfally  dif- 
fused, and  gives  Life  and  Motion  to  the  whole  Frame. 

The  Head  is  reckoned  the  mod  noble  and  excellent 
part  of  the  Body.  When  that  is  difordered,  the  whole 
Frame  fuffers.  And  yet,  it  depends  for  Support  and 
Svhfiftence,  on  the  inferior  Parts  :  For,  if  Nourifhment  be 
irregularly  adminiftered ;  that  is,  the  Aliments  bad  in  their 
kind,  or  fcanty,  or  exceffive,  in  quantity  ;  or  illdigejted,  or 
*//  applied,  by  the  miniftring  Ogans  ;  the  Head  muft  be. 
come  diflempered,  whence  the  Diforder  of  the  whole  Body 
muft  enfue. 

The  Soul,  or  Spirit  muft  be  equally  and  regularly  dif- 
fufed  throughout  the  whole.  It  is  this  gives  Life  and  Mo- 
tion to  every  part.     And  if  its  courie  be  obftruded  to 
any  Limb,  or  Member,  that  part  neceffarily   lofes    Senfe 
and  Motion,  and  becomes  an  ufelefs  offcnfive    Burthen 
to  the  whole  Oeconomy  ;  which,  by  fuch  a  Clog,  is  lia- 
be  to  be  put  into   the  utmoft  Diforder  and  Gonfufion. 
NTay,  fo  admirable  is  the  Structure,  fo  intimate  the  Con- 
nection and  fo  ftrong  and  mutual  the  confent  of  the  Parts, 
•hat  we  have  feen  the  whole  Body  brought  to  DilTblution' 
)y  the  prick  of  a  Pin,  or  Needle,  in  one  of  the  Fingers 
r  No  Body  can   fubuft   in    perfect  Health,    where  any 
-imb,  or  Member  is  cramped,  or  reftrained,  in  its  Func- 
ion;  and  much  lefs,  when  any  part  is  annoyed,  or  injured, 
•y  Force,  or  Violence,  or  by  an  unequal  Diftribution  of 
ue  Nourifhment,  or  animal  Spirit. 
Hince,   every  Part  muft   mutually  minifter  to  the 
leakh  and  Prefervation  of  the  other  :  Ail  muft  be  con- 
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tent,  in  their  refpe&ive  Stations,  and  not  murmur,  that 
fom'e  parts  are  deftined  to  nobler  Offices,  than  others  : 
No  inferior  Part  is  to  envy  a  Superior,  his  Office  •,  nor  is 
a  fuperior  Part  to  difdain  an  Inferior,  for  being  fated  to  a 
meaner  Office :  But  all  are  to  correfpond,  in  the  main  end 
of  their  Creadon,  the  Good  of  the  whole  ;  and  to  co-ope- 
rate in  that  juft  Concord  and  true  Harmony,  in  which  the 
ALL- WISE  AUTHOR  ot  Nature  framed  them,  feve- 
rally,  to  conftitute  one  compleat  Body. 

From  the  Structure  and  Oeconomy  of  this  Mafler- 
piece  of  Almighty  MamfucJure,  has  the  Frame  and  Mo- 
del of  civil  Society  been  drawn  :  The  higheft  Perfection  of 
which,  is  found  in  our  Form  of  Government  ;  becaufe  it 
bears  the  neareft  Relation,  the  ftriaeft  Analogy  to  the 
Body  Natural  :  For,  wherever  Art  is  found  to  come 
neareft  to  Nature,  there,  is  the  utmoft  excellency  of  hu- 
man Policy.  ••        ,       -,  , 

Whoever  takes  a  proper  View  of  the  three  EJtates,ot 
King,  Lords  and  Commons,  which  conftitute  the 
Great  Body  Politic  of  the  Realm-,  will  find  in  them,  _ 
Truftecs,  or  Reprefentatives  for  all  the  dalles  of  Free  Men 
in  the  State;  conneftcd  together  and  united  into  one  corn- 
pleat  and  excellent  Body  Politic,  whole  parts  are  hnked 
together,  by  one  common  Intcrefi  ;  endued  with  fufficient 
Powers  and  Privileges.,  tor  their  mutual  Defence  and  Pre, 
fervation,  and  all  animated  and  aduated,  by  one  emmon 
Spirit,  the  LAWS.  . 

But  let  it  ever  be  remembered,  that  neither  this  great 

and  excellent  Body,  nor  any  of  its  conftituent   Parts,  was 

inftituted  for  its  own  Honor  or  Emolument   folely ;  each 

was  unqueftionably  inftituted  hr  the  general  Good  of  the 

whole  Common-Wealth  ;  and  that,  andthat  only  is  to 

be  the  peat,   the  ultimate  End  of  all  theiv  Anions,  in 

their  refUaive  political  Capacities,  whether  joyntly,  or 

federally       For,  to   keep  up  to  the  End  of  their  Inftt- 

uiiion,  the  three  EJtates  muff  co-operate   as  the  Jtfawfand 

Members  of  the  Body  Natural  do,    for  the  Good  of  the 

whole      So  that  the  Parliament  may,  not  improperly,  be 

looked  on,  as  theHEAD  and  Hands ofth< ;Commun,t£ 

In  my  former  Mdreffes,   1  have  bneHy  fet  forth  the 

feveral  Prerogatives,  Powers  and  Privileges  of  each  of  the) 
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*hree  EJtates9  which  compofe  this  Body  Politic,  refpe&ive- 
ly.     Let  us  now   confidcr  them  joyntly,  in 

The  High  Court  of  PARLIAMENT. 

Th  i  s  Great  Court  is  thus  opened  :  The  Members  of 
tht  fecond  and  third  Eftates,  being  duly  iummoned  and 
convened,  in  their  refpeclive  Houfes,  the  KING,  or  fir  ft 
EJlate  repairs  in  Perfon,  or  by  Reprefentation  to  the 
tioufe  of  Peers  ;  and  being  there  enthroned,  fends  for  the 
Commons,  requiring  their  Attendance  there.  The  three 
Eftates  being  thus  afTembled,  thtfirft  opens  the  Scffion, 
in  a  Speech  from  the  Throne,  of  which  a  written  Copy 
is  to  be  given  to  the  Speaker  of  each  Houfe,  who,  feveral- 
ly  anfwer  the  King's  Speech,  in  their  refpeclive  AddrefTes  ; 
and  then  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Seffion  is  carried  on,  as  be- 
fore recited.  And  it  continues  a  Seffion,  until  it  is  pro- 
rogued, or  diffolved,  by  the  fame  Authority,  by  which,  it 
was  convened,  or  opened. 

Action  is  necefTary  to  the  Being  of  a  Body  Politic,  as 
well,  as  to  that  of  a  Body  Natural.     Without  due  Exev- 
cife,  both  grow  languid,  feeble  and  fickly.  The  Parlia- 
ment being  the  firjt  and  great  eft    Body  Politic,  and  that 
on  which  the  Health,  nay,  the  very  Being  of  every  other 
Body  Politic,  even,  of  the  whole  Common-Wealth  de- 
pends,^ muft  not  only  be  continued,  conftantly  in  Being, 
but  moftly,  alfo,  in  Aclion.     For,  the  Parliament  is.  not 
only,    the  principal  Body    Politic,    the  fir  ft   and  great  eft 
Court,  and  that  which    is  to  regulate  all  others  ;  but  it  is 
the  Fountain,  from  whence  the  Law,  the  vital  Spirit  of 
the  Conftitution,    is  to  flow  equally  and  uniformly,  to  all 
the  Parts.     It  is  the  Strength  and  Armor  of  the  weak  and 
opprejfed ;   the  Avenger  of  Wrongs  -,  the  Scourge  of  -ty- 
rants -,  the  Nation's  Support,     it  mud,  therefore,  be  al- 
ways in  readinef:.     And  this  is  fpecially  provided  for,  by 
the  original  lijiitution,   which   enjoyned  the    meeting    of 
Parliament  three   ftated  times  in  the  Year.     As  this,  in 
procefs  of  time,  became,  in  fome  degree,  lefs  neceilary,  or 
was  omitted  by  fome  bad  Kings  and  Parliaments,  in   tht 
reign  of  that  Glorious  King,  EDWARD  the  third,  it  was 
enacted,   by  Parliament,  that  a  Parliamment  Jbali  be  held 
every  Year,  once,  and  oftener  if  need  be  :  And   the  Rea- 
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fons  are  affigned  ;  For  the  Maintenance  of  the  Laws  and 
Statutes,  and  for  kedrefs  of  divers  Mischefs  and 
Gr  i  evinces  which  daily  happen.  See  the  4th  of  &dw. 
Ill  ap.  14.  and  the  30  of  Edw.  III.  c.  io.  In  thole 
happy  Days,  the  //wwc  Parliament  never  fat  fw*V*  :  A  new 
Parlament  was  called,  every  Tear,  or  f-v^y  ^effion,  to  pre- 
vent many  obvious  Mifchiefs,  from  continuing  any  fet  of 
Men  too  long  in  that  Serv.  ce. 

But  this  will  more  fully  appear,  when  we  confider  the 
End  anu  Business  of  Parliament,  and  the  Exient 
and  Limits  of  its  Power. 

The  Parliament,  by  which  I,  jiere,  always  mean  the 
thee  Estates ,  differs  from  inferior  Bodies  Politic,  or  other 
Corporations  aggregate,in  this,  that  the  la  ter  art-  inftituted, 
For  the  foleBencfit  and  Advantage  or  the  incorporated,  or 
infranchifed  ;  but  the  former,  for  the  file  and  fingular  E- 
m  lument  of  he  Perfons  reprefented,  the  Conjtitucnts  of 
the  Parliament,  which  were,  and  are,  and  muft  ever  be 
the  People  j  for  the  good  Government  of  whom,  the 
Support  and  Ma  'ntenance  of  whofe  religious  and  civil  Li- 
berties, and  the  Protection  of  whofe  Ejtates  and  P  oper- 
Ues,  and  for  none  other  Purpofes,  >  arhaments  were,  by 
them  inftituted.  And,  as  the  People  are  the  fount  of  all 
Power,  C  >  all  the  Prerogatives,  Powers  and  Privileges  of 
the  /£ra  Eftates,  fcverally,  or  joyntly,  is  derived  from, 
and  held,  in  Truft,  for  the  People.  Therefore  none  of 
the  three  Eslates,  feparately,  and  much  lefs  the  Three, 
joyntly,  muft,  or  can  f werve  from  the  great. End  of 
their  Inftitution,  which  is  the  Service  of  the  Publtc. 

The  Bufinefs  of  Parliament  is  very  copious  and  uni- 
verfally  extenfive. 

First,  the  Parliament  is  to  examine  the  State  of  the 
Crown,  or  fits!  Eftate  ;  to  fee  that  the  Honor,  Dignity 
and  Power  of  that  GaEat  Office  be  duly  maintained 
and  juftly  exerted,  for  the  Public  Good  •,  and  to  re- 
move, cenfut  e,  cut  off,  or  otherwife  punifh  wicked  Miwfters% 
or  evil  Counfellors  and  unjujt,  or  undeferving  Favorites 
and  Minions  :  To  advife  the  King  in  all  things  relating 
to  his  political  Capacity,  and  fupport  him  therein  ;  by 
eonftantly  inftilling  into  him,  the  vivifying  Spirit  of  the 
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Cwflitution  ;  that  is,  by  dictating  the  Laws  to  him,  and 
c  forcing  the  uue  Obfervance  of  them,  on  all  bis  Mini* 
slcr>,  Office  s  and  Servants ,  without  Diftin&ion.! 

Secondly,  The  Parliament  is  to  look  into  each  of  the 
other  two  EJlates,  and  regulate  their  Conduct,  eftabli  h 
and  alcertain  their  Rights,  Privileges,  Freedom  and  Pow- 
er, relpedhvely,  upon  fuch  a  footing,  as  may  be  judged 
moil  conducive  to  the  great  End  of  their  infiitution, 
the  Public  Good. 

Thirdly,  ihe  Parliament  is  to  enquire  into  and  ex- 
amine the  (late  of  the  Common-Wealth,  in  general  ;  from 
the  Head  to  the  loweil  B'anches,  or  Members  of  the 
Community,  and  to  provide  for  the  P  ace  and  Safety,  the 
LIBERTY,  Honor  and  Interep  ot  the  whole  ;  in  ail  hi- 
ftances,  in  all  Matters,  whether  Civil,  Religious,  or  Mili- 
tary. This  appears,  by  t\\t  Titule  of  f  veral  antient  Par- 
liaments, as  well,  as  by  the  Preamble  of  ieverul  old  Ac'fo, 
which  recite  the  intent  of  call ' rg  and  hsldivg  Parliaments 
and  the  purport  of  Acts  ■,  to  wit  ;  to  the  honor  of  Gop 
and  of  Holy  Church,  and  to  the  a  ietnefi  of  ihe  'co- 
pe, &c.  For  the  Redrefs  and  Amendment  of  the  Realn, 
&c.  Fot  the  common  Profit  of  Holy  Ch  jrch,  and  of  the 
Realm,'  &c.  To  the  Honor  and  P'eafure  of  God,  and  /I- 
mendmenc  of  tht  outraglous  Grievances  and  Opprejfions  done 
to  the  People,  and  Rehef  of  their  Efate,  &c.  lo  t  *>e 
H  nor  of  G&o  and  of  Holy  Church  and  for  the  com- 
mon Profit  of  the  King  and  His  People  &c.  For  the 
Amendment  of  the  Realm  an  I  the  Maintenance  of  the  haws 
and  Ufages  thereof  and  the  like. 

Thi  Parliament  is,  then,  to  provide  for  the  Safety  ^ 
Honor  and  Dignity,  of  the  Crown,  or  fir  ft  Eft  ate  and  for 
that  of  each  Houfe  of  Parliament  ♦,  for  the  fecunty  of  the 
Christian  Religion  -and  for  the  Health, Wealth  and 
Freedom  of  the  Subjects,  in  general ;  by  making  and  en- 
forcing Acts,  declaratory,  or  explanatory  of  the  Com- 
mon Law,  agreed  upon  and  eftablifhed  by  the  People^ 
before  a  Parliament  was  inftituted-,  or  making  new  Laws, 
for  the  like  good  Purpofes  ;  or  for  the  encouragement  of 
Arts,  Sciences,  or  Trade  •,  for  the  more  exemplary  Pu- 
nifhment  of  Offenders   and  the  better  fecurity   of  the 
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Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  People  •,  or  for  repealing,  al- 
tering and  amending  fuch  Statutes,  or  Laws,  as  are  found 
generally  oppreffive,  or  injurious,  or  dangerous  to  the  Public. 
Upon  all  which,  the  General  Good  and  the  Judgment 
of  the  PEOPLE,  is  to  be  confidered,  as  xhcfurejt  and 
heit,  indeed,  the  only  proper ',  Guide  of  the  Conduct  of  Par- 
liament ;  which  makes  it  necefTary  for  every  Member  of 
Parliament  to  keep  up  a  free  and  conftant  lntercourfe  with 
his  Conftituents  ;  and  for  that  purpofe,  to  refide  amc  g 
them,  when  his  Prefence  is  not  requi'ice  in  Parliament. 

The  declaring  War  and  mahng  Peace,  are  leemed 
Prerogatives  01  the  Crown.  But  the  wifeft  and  beft  of 
Kings  were,  and  always  muft  be  conducted  by  the  Ad- 
vice of  their  Parliaments  -,  as  the  Parliaments  fhould  be 
by  the  fenfe  of  the  PEOPLE  And  it  is  certain,  that 
Wars,  made  upon  fuch  Principles,  have  ever  been  beft 
profecuted  and  iupported  •,  and  that  Peace,  concluded  on 
the  fame  principles,  has,  and  ever  muft  have  proved  the 
mod  honorable  and  lading.  And,  thu*,  it  will  be  found 
generally  juft,  that  that  King  governed  beft,  and  reigned 
with  moil  Honor  and  Renown,  who  was  moft  ftnctly 
directed  and  conducted  by  the  Advice  of  his  Parliament  •, 
tnd  that  Parliament  beft,  I  might  have  faid,  only,  anfwer- 
cd  the  great  Ends  of  the  lnftitution,  which  was  moft  at- 
tentive to  the  Voice  of  the  People. 

The  Parliament  is  the  watchful  Guardian  of  the  State: 
And  is,  not  only,  to  provide  againftinjuries,/™^  abroad, 
but  alio  to  ward  off,  or  redrefs  internal,  or  civil  Grievan- 
ces, ot  all  kinds.  The  Parliament  is  to  prevent,  or  pu- 
nifh  Monopolies  and  Oppreflions  •,  to  curb  the  abufed Power 
of  unjuft  Magistrates,  the  Exorbitances  of  pernicious  Fa- 
vorites, or  wicked  Mini  Hers,  or  evil  Counsellors  of  the 
Crown  ;  to  infpect  the  Conduct  of  all  Officers,  judicial, 
©r  minifterial,  that  are  intrufted  with  the  Difpcnfajion, 
or  Adminiftration  of  the  Laws ;  or  the  Difpofal  of  the 
Public  'treasures  of  the  Nation  ;  to  Punifh  all  fuch 
mighty  Delinquent  s>  of  every  Clafs,  as  are  found  above 
the  ordinary  Reach  of  Juftice,  through  the  Power  and 
Influence  of  their  Offices ;  thofe,  efpecially,  who  atcempt 
to  Prejudice,  or  vary  the  fundamental  and  ejfential  Prin- 
ciples 
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iiples  oF  our  Conftitution  :  All  Crimes  of  thefe  and  the 
like  kinds,  are  public  Nufances,  common.  Grievances  of 
the  worft  and  moft  deftructive  kind  ;  For,  though  they 
wound  the  Body  Politic ,  in  a  tender  ,'maFital  Part;  yn  CAti 
they  hardly  be  brought  to  light,  much  lefs  Puhilhed, 
but  through  the  Vigilance  and  by  the  Weight  and  Au- 
thority ot  that  great  and  avvfull  Tribunal,  that  can 
make  the  moft  Secure  and  haughty  Criminals  tremble. 
And,  as  fuch  Offence  daily  rhreaten  the  State,  fo,  the 
Common-Wealth  can  never  be  fafe,  but  while  Parliaments 
are  actually  in  being  and  frequently  fitting. 

The  Jurisdiction  or  Parliament  knows  no  Bounds, 
befides  the  Principles  above  recited  \  but  the  eternal  limits 
of  Juslke  and  the  Law  of  Nature ,  which  is,  Right 
Reason  *,  upon  which,  alone,  the  Laws  and  Conftitutions 
of  Parliament  are  to  be  founded.  Crimes  of  all  Sorts  and 
kinds,  by  whomefoever  committed,  are  cognizable  and 
pumfhable  by  th.s  Sovereign  Court.  But,  in  Punifh- 
mencb,  it  muft  Procede  by  due  Courfe,  though  not  by 
the  common  forms ,  of  the  kn>wn  Laws:  For,  it  cannot 
make  a  Fad  C  riminal,  in  any  Perfon,  which  was  not,  in 
LaWy  Criminal  before  fuch  Perfon,  committed  it.  Be- 
caufe,  where  the  it  is  no  Law,  there  can  be  no  Tranf- 
grejfion.  tfut  it  may  do  what  none  other  Court  can  ;  to 
wit,  reftrain  any  Man  in  doing,  what  the  Parliament  its  felf 
has  not  a  right  to  do  ;  any  thing  injurious  to  the  Pubic, 
though  it  be  nor  provided  for   by  exprefs  Law. 

The  Judicative  Power  of  the  Britilh  high  Court 
ef  Parliament  has  been  manifefted  in  the  Punifhment  of 
fome  ot  the  moft  darling  Minions  and  Favorites  of  the 
Crown.  It  may  be  no  diiagreeable  Digreffion  to  recite  a 
few  Inftances. 

Monsieur  Gavefion,  a  French  Gentleman,  in  the 
higheft  Favor  with  King  Edward  the  fecond,  was  flrit  ba- 
nifhed,  or  Transported  into  Ireland  \  but,  being  afterwards 
•  recalled  by  his  M after,,  he  was  again  Sentenced  to  perpe- 
tual Exile,  on  Pain  of  being  Treated,  as  an  Enemy,  if 
he  mould  ever  return.  Then,  upon  his  coming  back  again, 
though  by  the  King's  Commands  -,  he  had  his  Head  shop- 
ped off,  in  Spight  of  the  moft  powerful  Protection  the 
King  could  give  him,  affiftcd  by  a  Military  Force.       Thi 
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The/^,  tempor:fing  Judges,  of  Richard  the  fecon^, 
for  g'^ng  falfe  and  illegal  Refolutions,  ox  extrajudicial 
Judgments, zgrcezhh  to  Lie  Diftates  of  the  Miniftry%  w  re 
attainted,  in  the  next  Parliament  ;  and  Sir  Robert  Trefi- 
lian,  the  Lord  chief  Juftice,  was  drawn  upon  a  Sledge 
from  New-Gate  to  Tiburn  and  there  Hanged.  Five  other 
Judges  were  baniOoed  ;  and  i?/*^,  one  of  the  King's 
Council,  anl  Usfc,  the  Sub-Sh$rifot  Middle  fex  wtfe  te£ 
Hanged*  for  confpinng  in  the  offence  of  thefe  Jiijg>s. 
Ar  the  feme  Time,  the  Arch-8ifhop  of  Torke,  the  Duke 
of  Ireland,  and  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  three  of  the  ///  a  Ivi- 
fet  King's  wicked  Counsellors,  wer-  conft  rained  to  Fly 
th.,r  native  Cou-ury,  and  noi  daring  to  return,  Died 
wr<  tched  Fugitives  ,  in  foreign  <c(fi&S,  CcurCj 

SIr  Richard  Emp [on,  and  Edmund  Dudley,  one  of 
the  Baron*  ol  the  Exchequer,  Invirg,  under  the  Color 
of  a  Spurious  Aft  of  Parliament,  to  Try  Criminals  for 
fcveia,  Offences,  without  Juries  ;  c  >/nmitted  many  Op- 
preffians,  were  procedtd  againft,  by  Parliament,  with  juft 
Rigor,  and  brought  to  the  ScaffJd,  even,  in  Henry  chc 
eighth's  arbitrary  ktign 

Sir  Gil.s  Mompeffn,  for  a  Mom  poly,  and  exacting 
Money,  though  by  affumed  Authority  of  Litters  Patent 
of  King  James  the  firft,  was  Sentenced,  by  Parliament, 
to  be  degraded  and  Stripped  of  his  Chivalry,  and  difqtali- 
fieti  for  holding  any  Office  in  the  Common-  Wealth.  Though 
/to,  like  other  valoious  Knights,  cfcaped  Juftice,  by  a 
precipitate  Flight,  yet  ; 

The  like  Sentence  was  rigorouly  executed  ujon 
another  worthy  Kn.gb',  Sir  Francis  Mitchel,  a  juftice  of 
Peace  for  Middle fx,  and  one  of  the  Agents  in  this  Mo. 
ncpoly  and  Extortion. 

In  the  fame  R  eign  •,  who  does  not  Mourn  at  the  Re* 
cital  !  The  learned,  the  Great  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  Lord 
Vifcount  St.  Albans  and  Lor  1  high  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
land, wai,  for  Bribery  and  Corruption,  Stripped  of  his 
Office  and  committed  a  Prifoner  to  the  Towtr. 

The  iniquitous  Judges,  who  give  their  falfe  Judgments  9 
for  extorting  Ship- Money,  contrary  to  Law  ;  in  Charles 
the  firft's  unhappy  Reign,  were  all  cenfured,  by  Parlia. 
ment,  and  Fled  from  juftice.  The 
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The  Lord  Clarendon ,  Lord  high  Chancellor  of  En- 
glands  in  Charles  the  fecond's  molly  ileign  ;  fled  from  a 
Parliamentary  enquiry  into  his  Conduct  ;  but  left  Grounds 
enough  for  a  Special  Act  of  Parliament  to  Bamjh  and 
dijable  him. 

And,  what  is  the  moft  memorable  of  all  modern  Par- 
liamentary Proceedings  ;  a  Bill  was  brought  into  Parlia- 
ment, for  excluding  the  Prefumptive  tie  r  of  the  Crown, 
he  being,  contrary  to  Law,  a  Papift.  But  this  not  fuc- 
ceeding,  through  the  force  of  Corruption  and  fmijier  Influ- 
ence^ then  prevailing;  when  that  Heir  fucceeded  to  the 
Crown  ;  broke  his  Coronation  Oath,  and,  in  other  In- 
itances,  violated  the  Contrast  between  h  m  and  his  Peo- 
ple ;  a  Convention  of  both  Houfes  oj  Parliament  declared 
the  King  a  delinquent ,  and  called  another  Prince  to, 
and  eftablifhed  him  on,  the  Throne. 

Thus,  you  fee  the  extent  and  Weight  of  the  Judica- 
tive Power  of  the  Parliament-,  which,  as  it  tranfeends  all 
other  Courts,  in  all  Refpe&s,  fo  in  this  particular, 
that  the  Proceedings,  in  this,  are  not  bound  down  to  die 
ordinary  Rules,  or  Forms  of  other  Courts,  which  are 
taken  from  the  Civil,  or  Common  Law  :  For,  this  Court 
has  eslablijhed  Laws  and  Constitutions ,  peculiar  to  it  kit 
By  shefe,  no  Member  of  Parliament  is  anfwerable,  be- 
fore any  other  tribunal,  for  what  he  fays,  or  does  in  Par* 
liament :  He  holds  a  judicial  Place  and  cannot  be  ex- 
amined as  a  Witnefs,  before  any  other  Court.  Every 
Offence,  committed  in  any  Court,  is  puoi fhable  in  that 
Court,  or  fome  higher;  but  the  Parliament  having  no 
Superior ',  is  alone  judge  of  the  Offences  of  its  Members. 

By  the  antiem  Law  and  Cuftom  of  Parliaments,  a  Pro- 
clamation is  to  be  made,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Seffion* 
wherever  it  be  held  ;  that  no  Man,  upon  Pain  of  Forfei- 
ture of  all  his  Goods,  Jhall,  dur  ing  the  Sejfwn,  wear  any 
privy  Coat  of  Plate,  or  go  armed ;  or  canfe,  or  promote 
any  Games,  or  other  Plays  of  Men,  Women,  or  Children  ; 
or  any  other  Pafs-times,  or  flrange  Shews  to  be  held,  or 
exhibited,  near  the  Parliament  :  Lead  the  Members,  or 
any  of  them  fhould,  at  any  Time,  be  terrified,  or  dijturbed 
hf  armed  Forces  ;  or  be  otherwife  with-drawn,  or  diverted 

from 


3    '2    ] 

from  their  due  Attendance  on  the  arduous  and  urgent  Affairs 
cf  the  Church  and  Common-Wealth.  Thus  careful 
were  our  Forefathers,  in  providing  for  the  abfolute  Free- 
dom  and  entire  Difengagement  of  the  Members  of  this 
Most  Solemn  Court  ;  as  it  alfo,  appears  they  were, 
in  fecuring  them  from  the  cotrupt  Influence  of  evil  Mi- 
nifiers,  by  degrading  Lords  of  Parliament,  who  had  not 
Independent  Fortunes,  and  by  eftablifhing  IVages  for  the 
Commons. 

The  Legislative  Power  of  Parliament  is  not  lefs 
extenfive,  than  its  Jurifdiclion.  Of  this  Coke  fays,  it 
is  fo  Tranfcendent,  that  it  maketh,  inlargeth,  diminifheth, 
abrogateth,  repealeth,  and  reviveth,  Laws,  Statutes, 
A£ta,  and  Ordinances,  concerning  Matters  Ecclefiaftical, 
Capital,  Criminal,  Common,  Civil,  Martial,  Maritime 
&c.  And  again,  the  Power  and  jUirifdiclion  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  the  making  Laws  in  preceding  by  Bill,  are  fo 
^Tranfcendent  and  abfolute,  as  not  to  be  confined,  for  Caufes, 
cr  Perfons,  within  any  Bounds,  For,  if  you  Refpecl 
Antiquity,  fays  the  juft  and  learned  Judge,  Fortifcue ;  the 
Parliament  is  the  Most  Antient  Court  ;  if  Dignity, 
it  is  the  Most  Honorable  ;  if  Jurifdiclion,  it  has  the 
Most  Copious  and  Extensive.  In  fhort,  all  our 
authentic  Records  and  our  beft  Law -Writers,  from  the 
Principles  of  the  Common,  and  repeated  Declarations 
of  Statute,  Laws ;  agree  with  that  eminent  States-Man, 
Smith,  in  his  admirable  Book,  de  Republica  Anglorum  •, 
a  Treatife  on  the  Republic,  or  Common-Wealth 
of  England  ;  that  the  Court  of  Parliament  is  endowed 
'  with  all  the  Force  of  the  high  and  ablolute  Power  of  the 
Realm  :  By  which  it  abrogates,  or  annuls  old,  or  obfolete 
Laws,  and  frames  and  enforces  new  •,  Orders  and  Confti- 
tutes  the  Form  and  Manner  of  Matters,  prefent  and  fu- 
ture ;  changes  and  varies  the  Rights  and  Poffeffions  of 
private  Per  fens  -,  Legitimates  Baft ai  ds  \  naturalizes  Fo- 
reigners j  fecures  and  ftrengihens  Religion,  by  Civil 
Sanctions  -,  alters  the  Standard  of  Weights  and  Meafures ; 
Prescribes  and  Limits  the  Right  of  Suc- 
cession to  the  Crown  j  defines  a nd a f certain s  doubtful 
Rights,  where  the  La  ws  are  inexplicit,  or  Silent  ;  Grants 
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ahd  appoints  Aids,  Subfidies,  Taxes  and  Impofitions,  for 
the  Support  of  the  Civile  and  fuch  as  it  judges,  nccenary, 
Military  Eltablifhment  >,  or  for  the  Inlargement  of  Naval 
Commerce,  the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  Sciences,  Tradt 
&c.  Tries  and  Punifhes  Criminals  and  Offenders,  of  all 
Kinds  and  Claffes  ;  grants  full  and  hb[olute  Pardons  of  all 
Manner  of  Offences  -,  reflores  to  Honors,  Blood  and  Name 

It  is  further  declared  and  affirmed,  by,  the  Common 
and  Statute  Laws^  <s  That  the  Realm  knows  no  Supe- 
rior, under  GOD,  but  the  King :  That  the  Subjects  are 
to  be  ruled  and  governed,  by  him,  agreeable  to  fuch 
Laws,  as  have  been  devifed,  made  and  ordained,  by  the 
common  Confent  and  Free  Sufferance  of  the  Subjects,  for 
the  general  good  of  the  Common-Wealth  -,  and  of  their 
Free-lViils  cftablifhed,  by  long  Ufage  and  Cuftorru 
And  that  no  Member  of  the  Common- Wealth  is,  or  mail 
be  bound,  or  govei  ned,  by  any  other  Lawi  or  Ordinance, 
but  fuch  as  have  been,  or  fhall  be  made  and  eftablifhed, 
by  the  common  Confent  and  Free  Sufferance  of  the  Peo- 
ple :  But,  that  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  re- 
prefenting  the  whole  State  of  the  Common-Wealth, 
in  the  Most  High  Court  of  Parliament,  have 
full  Power  and  Authority  to  dijpenfe  with  the  faid  Laws, 
and  all  other  human  Laws,  and  every  of  them  \  as  the 
Quality  of  the  Perfons,  or  Matters  may,  or  fhall  require. 
And  the  fame  Laws,  and  every  Part  thereof,  to  abro- 
gate, annul,  repeal,  alter,  amend,  amplify,  or  diminijh, 
as  to  the  King,  Nobles,  and  Commons,  in  Parliament 
affembled,  fhall  feem  convenient,  juft  and  necefTary,  for 
the  General  Good  of  the  Common-Wealth:" 
And,  of  Coiirfe,  for  none  other  End,  or  Purpofe. 

Thus,  an  abfolute,  irrefiftable  and  univerfal  Power  is 
veiled  in  this  most  August  Court.  But,  lead  this 
may  appear,  or  be  fufpected,  inconfiftent  with  the  unal- 
terable Principles  of  our  Policy  -,  let  it  be  ever  remembred, 
that  though  the  Power  of  Parliament  be  abfolute,  it 
neither  is,  nor  can  be  Arbitrary ;  and  though  extenftve, 
it  is  not  unlimitted :  For,  its  End,  Extent  and  Bounds 
are,aspofitively  afcertained,  as  they  are  firmly  eftablifhed, 
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or  as  thofe  of  either  Eftate,  feparately,  or  of  any  fulor~ 
dinate  A.apjtratein  the  Realm  can  be :  Otherwise,  wc 
might  have  the  worjt,  inftead  of  the  beft  Civil  Conftitu- 
tion,  in  Europe ;  a  Multitude  of  Arbitrary  fyrants,  in- 
ftead of  one  !  Which  mull  have  been  quite  Foreign  to 
the  wife  and  noble  Intention  of  our  Forefathers,  in  this 
moft  excellent,  mod  inimitable  Inftitution. 

Thjs  noble  Frame  of  Government,  as  has  been, 
before,  obferved,in  my  fourth  Addrefs  ;  was  certainly 
conftituted,  by  a  wife,  a  brave,  a  Free  People.  They 
could  not  have  thought  of  veiling  any  Degree  of  Power, 
in  any  Man,  or  Body  of  Men  ;  for  any  other  Intent,  or 
Purpofe,  than  for  the  Eaje  and  Convenience,  the  fafety, 
Freedom  and  good  Government  of  the  whole  Community. 
The  whole  Power  of  the  Parliament  is,  therefore,  but 
Derivative  and  Fiduciary.  The  People  could  not  have 
given  any  other :  For,  they  could  not,  by  the  Law  of 
IN  ature,  abufe,  or  evjlavr.  themfeives  ;  nor,  confeauent- 
ly,  empower,  or  authutife  any  Man,  or  Body  of  Men  to 
rule  them  by  a  tawle/s,  Arbitrary  Jway,  or  to  Vyranife 
over  them. 

There  is,  therefore,  nothing  more  plain  and  evident, 
nor  more  exprefly  declared,  in  our  Laws,  than  that  the 
Parliament  Reprefents  the  whole  Body  of  the  People  ; 
and  therefore,  the  Senfe  and  Judgment,  the  Honor, 
and  Interefl  of  the  People,  the  Constituents  of  the 
Parliament,  mult  be  the  ruling  Principle  of  the  Conduct 
of  every  Parliamtnt.  And  whenever  they  Swerve  from 
that  Principle,  they  betray  the  TrusJ  repofed  in  them  ; 
they  arc  no  longer,  what  they  mould  be,  the  faithful 
Guardians ,  xhtjuft  Reprefentotives  of  the  People  ;  they 
become  their  Tyrants  and  IJlavers  •,  barefaced  Ufurpers  -, 
they  diflblve  the  original  LompacJ  between  them  and  So- 
ciety -,  theydiveft  themfeives,  of  their  Power,  Dignity  and 
Office  -,  and  reduce  the  whole  Society  to  a  State  of  Nature. 
1  hank  Heaven  !  we  live  not  under  fuch  an  Adminiftra- 
tion  ! 

It  is  not  to  be  queftioned,  that  the  Inftitution  of  the 
Legijlature,  was  the  lad,  fupreme  Atl  of  the  People  at 
large.     And,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that,  previous  to 
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chat  Inftitution,  the  original,  effential  Principles  of  otir 
Lorftuution,  rented  in  my  jounh  Addrefs,  were  laiddcwn 
and  ejtablijhedy  as  the  Unalterable  Basis  of  our 
Frame  ot  Government.  The  fecuring,  preferring,  and 
improving  which,  mull  have  been  the  principal  charge, 
or  Injlruftion  given  the  firjl,  and,  in  them,  all  fucceedmg 
Reprefentatives  ;  the  Sum  of  the  original  Contracl  be- 
iween,    the  People  and  the  Legiflature. 

To  this  Great  End,  then,  mud  every  Aft  of 
Parliament,  afTurcdly .forever,  tend  ;  and  by  thefe funda- 
mental Principles  of  our  Policy,  mud  all  the  Powas 
of  the  Parliament  be  always  arcumfcribed  and  limited. 

The  Parliament  cannot  therefore,  jet  up^  or  exer- 
cife  any  Power,  Privilege,  or  Authority,  injur  ieus  to,  or 
derogatory  from,  the  main  end  of  its  Inftitution,  the 
General  Good  of  the  Common  -Wealth, 
and  the  Health,  P.ace  and  Freedom  of  the  Members 
thereof.     But  to  illuftrate  this  a  little  further  ; 

The  Power  of  the  Parliament  being  but  derivative 
and  fiduciary,  and  the  Parliament  confuting  of  certain 
^Trujtees,  or  Reprefentatives  for  the  whole  Community, 
they  cannot  alenate,  or  vary  ;  nor  give  up,  transjer, 
del  gate,  or  fhate  their  Leg  flat  we  Power  ^  or  Office,  or 
any  part  of  it,  to,  or  with,  any  Man,  or  Body  of  Men 
whatfoever :  For,  Deputies  cannot  depute  :  And  were  it 
other  wife,  our  tleftions  and  Appointment  of  Reprejenta- 
tives  could  be  but  Vain  and  Fruitlejs.  If,  therefore,  it 
were  poflible,  that  any  Parliament  could  be  fo  weak,  or 
wicked,  as  to  pafs  an  Act  to  alter  the  original  Frame  of 
our  Government,  to  augment,  or  diminijh  the  Number  of 
Eslates,  of  which  the  Leg.Jlature  is  to  be  for  ever,  com- 
pofed,  or  to  vefl  a  Power  to  control  the  Legiflature,  or  any 
part  ot  it,  in  any  other  Body  of  Men,  fuch  an  Act  would  Le 
but  a  Lawlefs  Breach  of  the  original  Contracl  -,  a  perfidious 
Violation  of  the  effential,  inherent  P  inciplesof  ourConflitu- 
tion-,  a  treacherous  Dijfolutiono\  the  bond  of  Civil  Society, 
and  of  our  whole  Frame  of  Government.  But,,  it  is  demon- 
strable, that  neither  the  King,  the  Lords,  or  the  Commons y 
feparately,  can  annoy  the  State,  or  do  any  wrong,  to 
any  Member  «f  the  G$mnion-l¥ealth  .     And^  therefore, 
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ky  a  Parity  of  Reafon,  they  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be,  ia 
a  joint  State,  capable  of  aoing  more  Evil,  to  the  whole,  of 

to  Individuals ; 

From  thefe  Principles,  it  is  eafy  to  judge  of  the 
Nature,  End,  Extent  and  Limits  ot  the  Power  of  Par- 
liaments, which  has  been,  fome  tifnc,  looked  upon,  by 
weak,  or  wicked  Members,  as  if  it  were   ilnighty. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that,  as  far,  as  the  Parlia- 
ment extends,  or  exerts  its  Power,  for   the  Prefervation, 
or  Improvement  -,  the  Illujtration,  or  Confirmation,  of  the 
national  -onftitution  -,  the  Eftahlifhment  and   Security  of 
the  Christian  Religion,  in    Freedom    and    Purity, 
and   of  the   Liberty  and  Independence  ;  of  the  Honor 
Health  and  Peace  of  the  Common- Wealth,  in  General,  and 
of  the  Rights  and   Properties  of  the  fever al  Individual 
Members  thereof,  in  particular ,  it  mould  and  muft  be 
abfoluteh    universal  and   incont rotable.      But,   every  Ac~u. 
made  upon   contrary  Prncples,  is,  in  its  felf,  abfoluteiy 
invalid  -,  a  lawlefs,    dead  Letter  ;  which  can   bind,  only 
while  it  is  fupported,  by  Force  ;  whereas  fuch,  as  are  paf- 
fed  upon  juft     Grounds,  juftly,  perpetually  bind    the 
Minds,  as  well,  zsBodesoi  Men,  and  by  the  only  means, 
that  can  give  Law,  Weight,  or   Stability,   the  general 
Confent  -,  carry  themfelves  into  Execution. 

Hence,  it  is  plain,  that  the  Judicative  and  Legiflathe 
Power  of  Parliament,  and  of  every  E/tate  thereof,  and 
all  their  Privilege^  and  Authorities  are  held,  and  to  be  ex- 
erted, for  the  general  Good  of  the  Community,  folely. 
This  is  evident,  from  the  Recital  of  every  Aft  of  Par- 
liament, which  muft  demonftratc,  that  it  was  conceived, 
framed  and  pafjed  tor  none  other  End,  than  the  general 
Good  of  the  Civil  and  ecclefialtic  State  of  the  Realm  ; 
not  to  aggrandife,  or  Opprefs  any  particular  Individual  ; 
For,  whenfoever  the  Recital,  or  enacting  part  of  any  Act, 
is  found  inconfiftent  with  thefe  principles,  or  falfe,  that 
Act  mould  not  be  enforced  ;  but  ought,  forthwith,  to  be 
repealed. 

There  is  no  Principle  of  our  Policy  of  greater  Cofi- 
fequence  to  be  well  known  and  infilled  on,  by  the  Sub- 
jects, than  this :  [Since  it  is  moft  probable,  that  our 
Conftitution  can  never  be  overturned,  or  injured  but 
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by  our  own  Parliaments  *  whofe  Strife*  Virtue*  and  Fret* 
'dom  are  our  only  Security  ,  and  thefe,  in  an  efpccial 
Manner,  depend  upon  thofe  of  the  Electors  of  the 
Commons*  whofe  invariable  Jritcrcft  and  indifpenfable  Du- 
ty, it,  therefore,  is,  not  only  to  eleci  Men,  in  every  Scnfc, 
thoroughly  qualified  for  the  Office  and  Truft;  but,  from 
time  to  time,'  to  call  thefe  cbofen  Repreftntatives  to  a 
proper  Senfe  of  their  Truft  and  Duty,  by  addr effing 
and  injtrutling  them  •,  by  applauding  thofe  Atts  and  Re* 
folutions*  that  are  made  for  the  public  Good*  and  exclam* 
ing*  or  remonftrating  againft  all  fuch,  as  are  found  injuri- 
ous* opprefive*  or  anticonfiitutional*  and  folliciting  the 
Parliament  to  repeal  them. 

But  the.  Succeding  in  this  Reaueft*  though  it  be 
undeniable,  if  it  appears  to  be  the  general  Senfe  of  the 
Sub jects;  fall  depends  upon  the  Senfe*  Virtue  and  Free- 
dom of  your,  Riprtftntativts  :  If  they  be  freely  chofent 
upon  thefe  Principles*  they  muft  and  will  hear  and  Re* 
drefs  the  Complaints  of  their  Ccnflituents.  But,  if  they 
have  gained  their  Seats  through  any  Degree  of  Bribery, 
Corruption*  ox  finifler  Influence*  or  be  capable  of  accept- 
ing them,  upon  fuch  Terms,  you  muft  expect,  they  will 
be  Deaf  to  all  your  Calls  and  Entreaties*  and  Regardlefs 
of  all  your  Rights  and  Liberties  :  For,  then,  they  arc  not 
your  Servants  ,_  they  have  purchafed  you ;  and  will,  no; 
doubt,  make  the  belt  of  their  Bad  Bargain.  So,  you  may 
expect  to  have  the  Lives*  Liberties*  and.  Properties  of 
your  j elves  and  Pqfterity*  nay,  the  entire  Common-  Weal  % 
fold  to  the  Highejt  Bidder*,  the  very  firft  Opportunity  that 
Offers,  For,  then  yqu  bid  fair  tor  legal*  the  worft  and 
mod  dangerous  Tyrany  ,  and  mall  hare  brought  your- 
felvcs  to  fo  Melancholly  a  Pafs,  as  to  have  no  Chance 
for  a  Redrefs  of  Grievances*  but  through  a  Remedy,  fo 
Hazardous,  as  may  poilbly  prove  worfe,  than. the  Difeafe* 
From  which  deplorable  State,'  HEAVEN  deliver  you  ! 
\  How  Happy  muft  every  People  be,  whofe  Li 've s9 
Liberties  and  Properties  are  fo  fecu're,  that  none  can  be 
deprived  of  either.,  but  by  Law  ?  You  can  never  be 
tn/laved*  or  bound,  but  by  Chains  of  your  own  making  : 
For,  as  the  Subjects  of  thefe  Realms  can  never  be,  com* 
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pleatly,  undone,  but  by  Law  ♦,  fo  they  cannot  be,  totally ', 
undone  by  Law,  till  they  have  r^tf/^w  weak,  or  wicked 
Lgfiitors-,  which  they  cannot  do,  till  they  have  lofled 
all  ieiie  ol  Juftice  and  Liberty.  Then,  indeed,  they 
will  deferve  to  be  er /laved  ;  they  will  be  qualified  for  no 
better  a  State..  -And,  then,  they  may  well  expcd  to 
find  their  LJlavers  add  contempt  to  their  Cruelty \  and  pre- 
tend to  Juttice  for  fo  doing  :  Since  they  may  plead, 
that  thty  would  not  have  trampled  on  your  t leads,  had  you 
not  laid  them  pro  sir  ate  on  the  Ground.  For,  be  afTured, 
that  no  Tyrant  was  ever  able  to  over-throw  or  fubdue 
any  P:oph,  till  their  Minds  were  corrupted  and  their 
Sp  rtt  of  L'berty  was  fupprejfed,  or  extinguifhed  \  which 
it  never  can  be,  by  Force  or  Violence,  alone. 

If  is  the  peculiar  Happincfs  of  the  Subjects  of  thefe 
Realms,  that  they  live  under  the  befl  Government  in 
the  World.  No  better  proof  can  be  produced,  of  the 
Excellency  of  any  building,  than  its  having  flood  firm 
and  unimpaired,  the  greater!:  Tract  of  Time.  But  if 
it  be  found  to  have  powerfully  withftood  the  Force  and 
Shocks  of  much  Ait  and  Induftry,  often  diligently  ap* 
plied  to  ruin  it,  we  cannot  fufficiently  admire  the  Struc- 
ture of  the  great  impregnable  Fabric,  or  the  Wifdom  of 
the  Architect.  In  thefe  Refpedb,  the  Frame  of  our 
Conflitution,  for  its  Antiquity,  Strength  and  Stability  de- 
mands the  Preeminence  of  all  the  known  Governments 
on  Earth,  as  its  great  Founders  do,  the  utmoft  Venerati- 
on, for  their  inexprefiible,  unparallelled  Judgment  and 
Sagacity. 

It  iS  not  pofliblr,  within  the  Limits  of  thefe  Papers, 
to  lay  before  you,  the  almoft  Numberlcfs  Variety  of 
Means,  ufld  to  fubvert  this  Form  of  Government. 

Force  and  Fr.^ud,  in  various  Shapes  and  Degrees, 
have  been  frequently  tried,  for  its  Deftruction. 

The  mod  formidable  Invaders  found,  to  their  Coft, 
that  Force  alone,  could  not  fecure  their  Conquejls,  or 
Acquifitions  ♦,  and  (truck,  as  it  were,^with  an  awful  Re* 
ve  fence  to  that  Glorious  Government,  which  appear* 
cd,  if  vot  Divine,  yet,  v  ry  near  it  •,  the  Mafter-  Piece  of 
human  Policy  j  they  ehofc  to  embrace  arid  ubicrve  k. 
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As  the  very  Reverfe,  the  Antidote,  of  Tyranny,  every 
anticonj  titutiona!  K\ng9  or  Ruler  has  fee  all  his  tvilEngitUS 
to  Work,  in  order  to  overthrow  it.  And  have,  fome- 
times,  fo  tar  fuceeded,  in  their  wicked  Machinations,  as 
to  have  effaced  all  Traces  of  the  Conffitution.  But,  fo 
dear  was  the  Rmem^erance  of  Liberty,  to  the  People, 
that  the  bare  -fradition  of  its  valuable  I'fFe&s,  to  their 
Children,  after  it  had  been  long  buried  in  Ruins ;  roufed 
fo  much  of  its  Spirit,  as  wrought  the  Dejtruftion  of  the 
bafe,  Infernal  Tyrants,  and  the  Refurreclion,  or  Redo - 
ration  of  the  Civil  Conftitution. 

It  then,  became  a  received  Maxim,  as  wc\\  abroad,  as  at 
home,  that  BRITAIN  was  not  to  be  overthrown,  by 
Force  ;  fee  was  only  to  be  undone  b\  Parliaments,  And  it 
js  certain,  our  Country  has,  fince,  fuffered  infinitely  more, 
by  the  Gold,  than  it  ever  could  have  done,  by  the  Swords 
of  our  foreign,  or  dumeftic  Enemies. 

For,  all  forcible  Attempts  being  dropped,  on  all  fide?, 
Men  infcnfibly  fell  into  Sloth,  from  the  feerning  Profpecl; 
or  Security.  This  give  the  defired  Handle  to  wicked 
Mmfters,  thofe  ever  wakejul  Monfters  in  our  State,  to 
pradice  upon  Mens  weaknefs.  h  was  but  leading  them 
into  Luxury,  giving  them  a  Relifh  for  high  Lije,  and 
Penfions  and  tinjeled  -Iitules  of  Honor  were  greedily 
fwallowed,  and  became  in  time,  necefTary  to  fupport  and 
diftinguifh  fuch  poor  Prodigals,  and  gain  them  a  little  out- 
ward Refpedt,  as  had  neither  Senfe,  or  Virtue  to  recom- 
mend them,  otherw.f :,  to  the  World.  Such,  however, 
ferved  to  make  a  Shew  at  Court  ;  to  grace  and  jtrengtben 
the  Levee  of  a  Mnifier,  and  to  eccho  his  Di elates, 
perhaps,  in  an  important  MonofyUable,  inftead  of /peaking 
the  Senfe  of  their  Conjtituents  in  Parliament. 

The  Schemes,  therefore,  of  every  ev  I  Miniftry,  fince 
the  Reign  of  Ki  g  James  the  firft,  has  been  to  pack  Men 
of  this  amp  into  Pari  ament,  by  corrupting,  or  othcrwife 
infiuenc>ng  the  Eleclors  ;  or  when  tney  have  been  other- 
wife  choicn,  or  returned,  to  document  them  to  their  black 
purpofes,  by  feeding  them,  like  young  Pelicans,  with  the 
Mother's  Blood-,  by  Bribes  and  Penfuns,  drawn  from  the 
pubhc  Funds  ;  to  rob  the  Subjects  of  whieh,  thefe  vile 
Apojtates  were,  perfidioufly,   to  proftitute  their  Voices  ! 
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Some,  indeed,  have  been  honefter  •,  and  were  paid  by 
fome  foreign  Nation,  for  undoing  their  own. 

Thesi  are  the  nefarious  Schemes,  that  moft  endanger- 
ed, and  muft  ever  endanger,  your  State.  Thefe  firft  di- 
verted Members  of  Parliament  from  their  natural  and  le- 
gal Attachment  to  the  Freedom  and  Intereft  of  their 
Conftituents  •,  whofe  IVages,  they  now  fpurned  at.  And 
as  they  became  Birds  of  prey,  and  flew  at  higher  Game, 
to  gratify  their  own  voracious  Appetites  alone,  they  thought 
lio  Fains,  no  Expence  too  great  to  gain  Seats  in  Parlia- 
ment, nor  any  bafc  Servility,  or  downright  Villainy,  there, 
too  low  to  gain  their  felfiih,  fordid  Ends. 

In  fuch  corrupt  times,  as  thefe  a  Seat  in  Parliament 
muft  have  been  difgraceful,  not  honorable.  No  won- 
der, then,  it  ihould  be  declined  and  defcrted,  by  all  fenfi- 
ble  and  good  Men.  It  was  fit  only  for  hireling  Slaves, 
and  mercenary  Parricides;  and  for  thefe  it  proved  a  nccefr 
fary  Sandluary,  as  it  did,  alio  for,  all  fuch,  as  took  Re- 
fuge  there,  from  Jujtice  and  Law,  by  an  abufe  of  the 
privilege  of  Parliament.— Deteftablc  Commerce  ! 

From  fuch  a  Legijlaiure  what  Good  was  to  be  expect- 
ed?—What  Evil  was  not  to  be  dreaded  r,-\Ye  have  Reafon 
to  bleTs  the  Mercy  of  Providence,  in  the  happy  Infatuati- 
on of  the  wicked  Councils  of  thofe  devouring  Wolves  \ 
fince  by  that  alone,  we  have  efcaped  compleat  Deftructi- 
on  !  Thank  God  !  our  Conftitution,  though  much  im- 
paired, is  not,  yet  overthrown.  And  lure,  the  narrow- 
nefs  of  our  Efcape,  and,  even,  this  curfory  Review  of  out- 
Danger,  mould  move  every  Individual, in  thefe  Kingdoms, 
in  general,  in  this  City,  in  particular,  to  have  Recourfe; 
upon  all  Occafions,  to  the  <jnly  Means  of  preferving  and 
perpetuating  the  FREEDOM  and  INDEPENDENCE 
of  themfelves,  as  well,  as  of  their  Reprefentatives,  FREE 
ELECTIONS,  upon  proper  Grounds  and  Principles, 

I  purpofe,  at  another  Opportunity,  to  cxpoft  to  your 
View,  the  Acts  of  fome  of  thefe  Parliaments,  which  ftand 
in  direct  Violation,  of  your  Conftitution,  tnat  you  may 
apply,  at  a  proper  time,  for  their  Repeal. 

In  the  mean  time,  let  me  recommend  it  moft  earneftly 
to  you,   that  you  do  not  fcJFer  the  Freedom,  the  Virtue 
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and  Loyalty  of  the  prefent  Parliament,  to  lull  you  into  an 
Infenfibilky  of  what  Evils  are  paffed,  or  a  falfe  Security 
againft  thoic  to  come.  If  you  have  more  than  once, 
efcaped  the  wrecking  your  Constitution,  you  mould  con- 
fider  the  Navigation  is  not,  yet,  made  one  Jot  the  iafer. 
The  fame  Rocks  and  Shelves,  and,  for  aught  we  know, 
many  more,  lye  fo  deeply,  perhaps,  fo  artfully  covered,  as 
to  require  many  skilful  Pilots  to  found  the  Harbor,  and 
to  fleer  tht'Veffel.  Ancl  -'hen  it  is  fo  lichly  laden,  as  with 
ill  that  can  make  temporal  Life  defireable,  or  give  aflu- 
rance  of  an  happy  Eternity,  to  Us  and  Pofierity,L,i  BERT  Y 
and  1  l.Uii  REL'CiiON  •,  Can  we  be  too  cautious? 
JJo;  it  is  impoflible. 

All  M'eh  '  we  naturally  a  Thirft  of  Power,  which  very 
few  have  ;  Prudence  to  attemperate  with  Keafon.  This 
Paffibn  is  io  inordinate,  in  fome  Men,  that  they  would 
fue  i or,  and  accept,  even,1  lawlcfs  Power,  upon  any 
1  eims  ;  and  could  read\ly  fubmit  to  be  enflaved,  by  fome, 
to  gain  Means  to  enjlave  others  :  For  every  tyrant  is,  in 
his  Heart  a  Slave,  Such  fordid  Souls  muft  ever  be 
ready  to'  facrifice  your  Country,  to  their  Lufts  ♦,  To 
remove,  or  efface  your  antient  Land-marks  •,  and  to  open 
a  free  Paflage,  by  which,  arbitrary  Power  and  1  granny, 
with  their  horrible  Confequences,  may  readily  invade  and 
overwhelm  the  State. 

If  fuch  Men  have  any  Encouragement,  you  will  find 
them  offering  themfelves  Candidates  for  Members  of  Par- 
liament ;  countenanced  and  fupported,  by  fome*  of  the 
Faction,  which  has  already  enflaved  and  robbed  you,  and 
duped  them,  or  inl/fled  them  in  their  fhameful  Service, 

Then,  if  your  Country  be  infefted  with  thofc  worft  of 
Land  Pirates,  called  by  a  late  truly  Great  and  noble 
VICE-ROY,  Tht  Managers,  who  am afs  miniflerial  For- 
tunes, to  themfelves,  out  of  the  Spoils  of  your  Country  •, 
yet,  under  the  Sanation  of  Law  ;  by  the  Name  of  an 
Office,  with  a  trifling,  or  perhaps,  no  Sallary -,  fuch  are 
under  the  NecefTity  of  engaging  many  corrupt  Slaves,  or 
fenlelefs  Bolts  to  fecure  their  ill-gotten  PofTefiions,  from  a 
public  Enquiry  •,  They,  readily,  as  confederate  Crows  find  a 
Carton  •,  Jet  up,  or  pitch  upon  the  Candidate,  mod  likely 
to  prove  a  fit  Tool  for  their  pernicious  Purpofes  ;  and  they, 
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ftraif-way,  life  all  Means  to  promote  him.  Is  this  the 
Cafe  with  us  ?  Mark  well  !  For,  be  allured,  that  he  who 
js  judged  fit  for  your  Enemies,  can  not  be  a  fit  Servant 
for  You. 

If  there  vet,  poflibly,  be  a  worfe  Pe/t  to  Society, 
wicked  Counsellors  of  the  Crown,  or  unuft  Juslues,  who 
pay  no  Regard  to  Equity,  or  Law,  but  proftitute  thr  one, 
and  the  other,  as  their  private  Inter  eft,  or  ill-guiaed  Pajfi- 
ons  prompt  them  ;  regardlcfs  of  the  Dignity  of  their  Offi- 
ces, the  Importance  of  the  Truft,  repofedin  them,  or  the 
Honor  and  Freedom  of  the  Common-Wealth  •,  fuch  muft, 
of  all  things,  mull  dread  a  free,  or  a  Jenfibl  Man's  get- 
ting into  Parliament;  as  confeious,  that  their  Aftions 
demand,  as  that  they  can  not  bear  the  Teft  of,  a  Parlia- 
mentary Enquiry.  They  will,  therefore,  pitch  upon  one  of 
their  own  Caft  \  and  him  will  they  recommend  and  ftrem- 
oujly  fupport.  Or,  if  there  be  any  little  -tyrant,  who,  from 
the  bare  extent  of  an  ill-go  ten  £/hz>7,efcaping  the  Attan- 
der  of  his  traitorous,  rebellious,  and  Blood- thirfty  An- 
ceftors  ;  lords  it  over  whole  Counties  and  Boroughs,  with 
an  abfolute,  or  defpotic  Sway,  and  now  attempts  to  influ- 
ence your  Eleclion,  it  mud  be  for  as  evil  Purpofes,  as  the 
former.  He  will  not  recommend  a  Man  for  his  Freedom 
and  other  good  ghtalities;  fuch  can  not  anfwer  his  Ends, 
and  none  elfe  can  ferve  Tours. 

That  Man  who  would  take  a  Servant,  of  a  bad 
Man' s  recommending,  efpecially,  when  his  avowed  Ene- 
mies, nay,  thofe  of  his  Country,  were  interefled  in  his 
taking  him,  mud  be  Blind,  Senfelefs,  or  Corrupt.  If 
any  Man  mould  be  thus  Prompted  to  declare  himfelf  a 
Candidate  among  you,  and  had  none  other  Imputation 
againft  his  Character,  than  being  recommended,  by  Men 
of  the  Difpofitions,  1  have  here  defcribed,  you  may 
with  as  good  a  Grace,  as  you  could  return  h  m  to  Par- 
liament, chufe  an  high-way  Man  for  your  Steward ;  be- 
caule  he  was  recommended  to  you,  by  a  numerous  and 
Powerful  Gang  of  Robbers  ;  which  perhaps,  you  were 
afraid  to  difoblige  —Wretched  !  horrid  Slavery  ! 

If  ever  you  fhould  be  infefled  with  Candidates  of  this 
Clafsy  you  may  readily  deted  their  Genius,  and  their  Prin- 
ciples 
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ttples  by  their  Addreffes  :  Bytht  r  ^cing  countenanced  and 
encouraged  by  all  the  bad  Men,  Slaves,  and  other  avowed 
Enemies  of  your  Conftitution,  or  all  Stations,  Gaffes  and 
Denominators,  whether  in   Churchi  or  State  :  by  their 
vainh  ?lory<ng,  in  this,  their  Shame  :  By  their  boafting  of 
having  many  powertull  Relations,  and  faft  Friends  in  the 
Houje  :  By  their  ufing  the  Names  and  Authority  of  Lords^ 
Land-lords ,  Aldermen,  and  other  great  M.n,  to  influence 
your  Voices  •,  and  fending   the    Agents,  or   Servants  of 
Lords,    Aldermen,  &c.  to  threaten   fuch,   as  retufe  to 
Vote  for  them  :  By  their  having  no  Man  of  common 
Senfe  to  Vote  for  them,  who  can,   of  a    Truth  fay,  he 
Votes  freely,  as  his  Conference  chufes,  or  approves :   By 
their  confelTmg,  that  an    other   Candidate   has  got  the 
Majority  of  the  Free-M  r  of  his  fide  \  but  that,  as  foon, 
as  they  fhall  open  Houfes,  to  intoxicate  the  Scnjes  of  the 
ElecJors,  with  Liquor,  in  order  to  get  their  Votes,   as  they 
foon  intend-,  the  Majority  will,  then,  be  on   their  fide  * 
and  fuch  like  bate  and  wicked  Artifices ! 

it  is  much  to  be  hoped,  that  fuch  Candidates,  or  fuch 
cringing  Clients,  with  iuch  impious  Patrons^  will  never 
Prelume  to  erect  their  tainted  tresis  in  our  Free  CiTw 

Would  you  continue  Free,  my  B-ethr*n,  you 
muft  break  the  Bonds  of  thefe  Men,  m  fmder,  call  a- 
way  their  Cords  from  you,  and  hold  them  in  perpetual 
Contempt  and  Difdain. 

No  Man  is,  or  can  be  fit,  or  worthy  to  reprefent  a 
Free  People,  but  he,  who  has  intrinfic  Merit,  not 
exterior  Pomp  and  Power,  alone,  to  recommend  him:  Who 
contends  for  nothing,  f0  much,  as  for  the  Reftoration  and 
Eftabli/hment  of  Your  Freedom  and  Rjohts:  Who 
boafts  of  no  Alliances,  or  Friend/hips,  with  Managers,  that 
is  National  or  civil  /ild$r  men-,  but,  on  the  contrary,  Scorns 
all  Decrees  of  SubmilTion  to,  or  Dependence  upon  them ; 
Who  Studies  to  reftore  and  Freferve  the  Civil  Confti- 
tution, not  by  foothing,  or  gratifying  the  Palates  or  Men 
in  Power,  but  by  drenching  all  the  corrupt  Members 
With  what  their  Vitiated  Taftes  will  pronounce  bitter, 
though  they  be,  in  real  y,  wholefome,  draughts  of 
Truth;   Who  is  utterly    unconcerned,  on   whom  the 
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Choice  of  your  Reprefentative  may  fall;  further,    than 
as  this  Choice  may  determine   his    Fellow-  C  tizens    f 
fible,  or  Dupes  ;  Free-Men,  or  Slaves,   loyal  SuSiVa!" 
or   Anticonftitutiomfts  :    Who    deteft?    the   thouthr % 
getting   a  Seat  in  Parliament,   except  by   the    mL 
uuinfiuencei /Voices ^  of  a  free  and    indlpentntftf. 
of  whofe  Morals   he  yet,    thinks  fo  well    th*  \E   i 
fer  Candidates,   may,  byinf.duous  Artifice     p^S 
fome  of  the  meaneft  of  them,  to  drink  -,  vet    ev™ 1 
Senfe  of  Z^,  will,  then,  run  fo  high,  '£&  3  them 
vote  for  whomfoever,  they  judge  mofl  likely  to  contend 
for  and   fupport    their    Rights    and  Privileges     Who 
difdains  to  put  it  m   the  Power  of  any  Man     Jhn  f? 
himfelf  aooVe  the   Rank  of  a  Citizen^  hf  fervS 
him,  m ,  the  Eleflion <,and  expefts  zfuppk  Return  in  ParUa 
ment:  Infhort;  who  is  above  folliciting  any  Man  for  a 
Vote  or  Intereft ,  chufing,  rather,  byls  StrSes  LJ 
^  and  ***  °f  his  Coontr/,  in  general?  and of 
his  City,  ,n  particular,  to  gain  the  humbk  Approbation 
of  hisownConfcence,    than  the  applaufe  of  2*  mulri 
tude;  at  the  fame  time  eftimating,  the  Freedom  of  a  fare 
Citizen,  an  ample  Recompence  for  all  the  Labor  he  can' 
take  for  the  PUBLIC.  can 

,  I  can  not  conclude  this  Addrefs,  without  recommend 
ing.t  to  you,MvFRlENDSand  F^Low-C.Tiz^hat 
if  you  find  no  fuch  Charader,  as  this,  among  the  prlt) 
Candidates,  that  you  do  not  confine  your  View  to  them 
alone  i  but  look  out  for  fuch  an  one ;  fince  to  fuch  alone 
youmay,  with  any  profpeft  of  Safety,  truft  the  Care  of 

F^^af  Pr°PertieS  °f  **»  fd-  3"d  thc 

My  Honored  Brethren  and   worthy  Friends, 
Tour  ever  affectionate  Brother, 
Moft  faithful;  and 

Dublin,.  M^^^rvant,      : 

Pec.  aift,i748;  C.    Lucas. 


